§3129

1994—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 103-354 struck out subsec.
(d) which read as follows: ‘“The President shall appoint,
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, an
Assistant Secretary of Agriculture who shall perform
such duties as are necessary to carry out this chapter
and who shall receive compensation at the rate now or
hereafter prescribed by law for Assistant Secretaries of
Agriculture.”

1990—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 101-624, §1605(b)(2)(A), sub-
stituted ‘‘, the Advisory Board, or the Technology
Board” for ‘‘or the Advisory Board’.

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 101-624, §1605(b)(2)(B), substituted
¢, the Advisory Board, and the Technology Board” for
“‘and Advisory Board”.

Subsecs. (d), (e). Pub. L. 101-624, §1605(b)(2)(C), redes-
ignated subsec. (e) as (d) and struck out former subsec.
(d) which read as follows: ‘“The Subcommittee on Food,
Agricultural, and Forestry Research, the Joint Council,
and the Advisory Board shall improve communication
and interaction among themselves and with others in
the agricultural science and education system through
such mechanisms as the exchange of reports, joint
meetings, and the use of liaison representatives.”

1981—Subsecs. (¢) to (e). Pub. L. 97-98 added subsecs.
(c) to (e).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1981 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 97-98 effective Dec. 22, 1981,
see section 1801 of Pub. L. 97-98, set out as an Effective
Date note under section 4301 of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE

Section effective Oct. 1, 1977, see section 1901 of Pub.
L. 95-1183, set out as an Effective Date of 1977 Amend-
ment note under section 1307 of this title.

§3129. Accountability

(a) Review of information technology systems

The Secretary shall conduct a comprehensive
review of state-of-the-art information tech-
nology systems that are available for use in de-
veloping the system required by subsection (b).
(b) Monitoring and evaluation system

The Secretary shall develop and carry out a
system to monitor and evaluate agricultural re-
search and extension activities conducted or
supported by the Department of Agriculture
that will enable the Secretary to measure the
impact and effectiveness of research, extension,
and education programs according to priorities,
goals, and mandates established by law. In de-
veloping the system, the Secretary shall incor-
porate information transfer technologies to op-
timize public access to research information.

(c) Consistency with other requirements

The Secretary shall develop and implement
the system in a manner consistent with the Gov-
ernment Performance and Results Act of 1993
(Public Law 103-62; 107 Stat. 285) and amend-
ments made by the Act.

(d) Authorization of appropriations

There are authorized to be appropriated such

sums as are necessary to carry out this section.

(Pub. L. 95-113, title XIV, §1413A, as added Pub.
L. 104-127, title VIII, §804, Apr. 4, 1996, 110 Stat.
1160.)

Editorial Notes

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Government Performance and Results Act of
1993, referred to in subsec. (c¢), is Pub. L. 103-62, Aug. 3,
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1993, 107 Stat. 285, which enacted section 306 of Title 5,
Government Organization and Employees, sections 1115
to 1119, 9703, and 9704 of Title 31, Money and Finance,
and sections 2801 to 2805 of Title 39, Postal Service,
amended section 1105 of Title 31, and enacted provisions
set out as notes under sections 1101 and 1115 of Title 31.
For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see
Short Title of 1993 Amendment note set out under sec-
tion 1101 of Title 31 and Tables.

PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 3129, Pub. L. 95-113, title XIV, §1413A,
as added Pub. L. 96-294, title II, §255(a), June 30, 1980,
94 Stat. 707, provided for biomass energy educational
and technical assistance programs, prior to repeal by
Pub. L. 101-624, title XVI, §1601(f)(1)(C), Nov. 28, 1990,
104 Stat. 3704.

§3129a. Exemption from chapter 10 of title 5 for
competitive research, extension, and edu-
cation programs

Chapter 10 of title 5 and title XVIII of this Act
[7 U.S.C. 2281 et seq.] shall not apply to any com-
mittee, board, commission, panel, or task force,
or similar entity, created solely for the purpose
of reviewing applications or proposals request-
ing funding under any competitive research, ex-
tension, or education program carried out by the
Secretary.

(Pub. L. 95-113, title XIV, §1413B, as added Pub.
L. 104-127, title VIII, §804, Apr. 4, 1996, 110 Stat.
1160; amended Pub. L. 117-286, §4(a)(34), Dec. 27,
2022, 136 Stat. 4309.)

Editorial Notes

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Title XVIII of this Act, referred to in text, is title
XVIII of the Food and Agriculture Act of 1977, Pub. L.
95-113, Sept. 29, 1977, 91 Stat. 1041, which is classified
generally to chapter 55A (§2281 et seq.) of this title. For
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see
Short Title of 1977 Amendment note set out under sec-
tion 1281 of this title and Tables.

AMENDMENTS

Pub. L. 117-286 substituted ‘“‘Exemption from chapter
10 of title 5 for ‘‘Federal Advisory Committee Act ex-
emption” in section catchline and ‘‘Chapter 10 of title
5" for ‘“The Federal Advisory Committee Act (b U.S.C.
App.)” in text.

§3130. Repealed. Pub. L. 104-127, title VIII, § 858,
Apr. 4, 1996, 110 Stat. 1173

Section, Pub. L. 101-624, title XIV, §1456, Nov. 28, 1990,
104 Stat. 3614, related to composting research and ex-
tension program.

SUBCHAPTER IIT—AGRICULTURAL RE-
SEARCH AND EDUCATION GRANTS AND
FELLOWSHIPS

§3151. Grants to enhance research capacity in
schools of veterinary medicine

(a) Competitive grant program
(1) In general

The Secretary shall conduct a program of
competitive grants to States for the purpose
of meeting the costs of renovation, improving
compliance with Federal regulations, employ-
ing faculty, acquiring equipment, and taking
other action related to the improvement of



Page 1577

schools of veterinary medicine to ensure agri-
cultural competitiveness on a worldwide basis.

(2) Matching requirement

A State receiving a grant under paragraph
(1) shall provide State matching funds equal to
not less than the amount of the grant.

(b) Preference

Except with respect to the States of Alaska
and Hawaii, the Secretary shall give preference
in awarding grants to States which file, with
their application for funds under this section,
assurances satisfactory to the Secretary that—

(1) the State has established a veterinary
medical training program with one or more
States without colleges of veterinary medicine
which consists of appropriate cooperative
agreements providing for a sharing of cur-
riculum and costs by the individual States;

(2) the clinical training of the school to be
improved shall emphasize care and preventive
medical programs for food animals and com-
panion animals (including horses) which sup-
port industries of major economic importance;
and

(3) the Secretary may set aside a portion of
funds appropriated for the award of grants
under this section and make such amounts
available only for grants to eligible colleges
and universities that the Secretary deter-
mines have unique capabilities for achieving
the objective of full participation of minority
groups in research in the Nation’s schools of
veterinary medicine.

Notwithstanding clause (1) of this subsection, no
State which the Secretary determines has made
a reasonable effort to establish appropriate co-
operative agreements shall be denied a grant or
otherwise prejudiced because of its failure to es-
tablish such cooperative agreements.

(¢) Apportionment and distribution of funds

Funds appropriated to carry out this section
for any fiscal year shall be apportioned and dis-
tributed as follows:

(1) Five per centum shall be retained by the
Department of Agriculture for administration,
program assistance to eligible States, and pro-
gram coordination.

(2) The remainder shall be apportioned and
distributed by the Secretary to those States
which have applied for funds under this sec-
tion on such basis as the Secretary may deem
appropriate.

(Pub. L. 95-113, title XIV, §1415, Sept. 29, 1977, 91
Stat. 993; Pub. L. 97-98, title XIV, §1417, Dec. 22,
1981, 95 Stat. 1305; Pub. L. 99-198, title XIV,
§1410, Dec. 23, 1985, 99 Stat. 1547; Pub. L. 101-624,
title XVI, §1607(a), (b), Nov. 28, 1990, 104 Stat.
3716; Pub. L. 113-79, title VII, §7128(b)(1)(A), Feb.
7, 2014, 128 Stat. 878; Pub. L. 115-334, title VII,
§7614(b)(1)(A), Dec. 20, 2018, 132 Stat. 4833.)

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

2018—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 115-334 designated existing
provisions as par. (1), inserted heading, and added par.
().

2014—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 113-79 struck out ‘This
grant program shall be based on a matching formula of
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50 per centum Federal and 50 per centum State fund-
ing.” at end.

1990—Pub. L. 101-624, §1607(b)(1),
catchline generally.

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 101-624, §1607(b)(1), inserted head-
ing.

Pub. L. 101-624, §1607(a)(1), amended first sentence
generally. Prior to amendment, first sentence read as
follows: ‘‘The Secretary shall conduct a program of
grants to States for the purpose of meeting the costs of
construction, employing faculty, acquiring equipment,
and taking other action relating to the initial estab-
lishment and initial operation of schools of veterinary
medicine, or the expansion of existing schools of veteri-
nary medicine, as determned [sic] by the Secretary by
regulations.”

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 101-624, §1607(b)(2), inserted head-
ing.
Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 101-624, §1607(a)(2), struck out
‘“, or has made a reasonable effort to establish,” after
‘‘established”, and ‘“‘and’ after ‘‘States;”.

Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 101-624, §1607(a)(3), amended
par. (2) generally. Prior to amendment, par. (2) read as
follows: ‘‘the clinical training of the school to be estab-
lished or expanded shall emphasize care and preventive
medical programs for food-producing animals.”’

Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 101-624, §1607(a)(3), added par.

amended section

3).

Subsec. (c¢). Pub. L. 101-624, §1607(b)(3), inserted head-
ing.

1985—Subsec. (¢)(1). Pub. L. 99-198 substituted ‘‘Five”’
for “Four”.

1981—Subsec. (c¢)(2). Pub. L. 97-98 struck out proviso
that not less than 50 per centum of such funds shall be
made available to States which have accredited schools
of veterinary medicine.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2018 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 115-334, title VII, §7614(c), Dec. 20, 2018, 132
Stat. 4837, provided that:

‘(1) AWARDS MADE AFTER DATE OF ENACTMENT.—The
amendments made by subsections (a) [repealing section
3371 of this title] and (b) [amending this section and
sections 3157, 3322, 3333, 5813, 5924, 5925, 5925b, 7626, 7632,
and 8114 of this title] shall apply with respect to grants,
cooperative agreements, or other awards described in
subsection (b) that are made after the date of the en-
actment of this Act [Dec. 20, 2018].

‘(2) AWARDS MADE ON OR BEFORE DATE OF ENACT-
MENT.—Notwithstanding the amendments made by sub-
sections (a) and (b), a matching funds requirement in
effect on the day before the date of enactment of this
Act under a provision of law amended by subsection (a)
or (b) shall continue to apply to a grant, cooperative
agreement, or other award described in subsection (b)
that is made on or before the date of the enactment of
this Act.”

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2014 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 113-79, title VII, §7128(c)(2), Feb. 7, 2014, 128
Stat. 879, provided that: ‘“‘Notwithstanding the amend-
ments made by subsection (b) [amending this section
and sections 3157, 3322, 3333, 5813, 5924, 5925, 5925b, 7626,
7632, and 8114 of this title], a matching funds require-
ment in effect on or before the date of the enactment
of this section [Feb. 7, 2014] under a provision of a cov-
ered law shall continue to apply to a grant awarded
under such provision on or before October 1, 2014.”

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1981 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 97-98 effective Dec. 22, 1981,
see section 1801 of Pub. L. 97-98, set out as an Effective
Date note under section 4301 of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE

Section effective Oct. 1, 1977, see section 1901 of Pub.
L. 95-113, set out as an Effective Date of 1977 Amend-
ment note under section 1307 of this title.



§3151a

§3151a. Veterinary medicine loan repayment

(a) Program
(1) Service in shortage situations

The Secretary shall carry out a program of

entering into agreements with veterinarians
under which the veterinarians agree to pro-
vide, for a period of time as determined by the
Secretary and specified in the agreement, vet-
erinary services in veterinarian shortage situ-
ations. For each year of such service under an
agreement under this paragraph, the Sec-
retary shall pay an amount, as determined by
the Secretary and specified in the agreement,
of the principal and interest of qualifying edu-
cational loans of the veterinarians.

(2) Service to Federal Government in emer-
gency situations

(A) In general

The Secretary may enter into agreements
of 1 year duration with veterinarians who
have agreements pursuant to paragraph (1)
for such veterinarians to provide services to
the Federal Government in emergency situa-
tions, as determined by the Secretary, under
terms and conditions specified in the agree-
ment. Pursuant to an agreement under this
paragraph, the Secretary shall pay an
amount, in addition to the amount paid pur-
suant to the agreement in paragraph (1), as
determined by the Secretary and specified in
the agreement, of the principal and interest
of qualifying educational loans of the veteri-
narians.

(B) Requirements

Agreements entered into under this para-
graph shall include the following:

(i) A veterinarian shall not be required
to serve more than 60 working days per
year of the agreement.

(ii) A veterinarian who provides service
pursuant to the agreement shall receive a
salary commensurate with the duties and
shall be reimbursed for travel and per diem

expenses as appropriate for the duration of

the service.
(b) Determination of veterinarian shortage situa-
tions
In determining ‘‘veterinarian shortage situa-

tions’’, the Secretary may consider—
(1) geographical areas that the Secretary de-

termines have a shortage of veterinarians; and

(2) areas of veterinary practice that the Sec-
retary determines have a shortage of veteri-
narians, such as food animal medicine, public
health, epidemiology, and food safety.

(¢) Administration
(1) Authority

The Secretary may carry out this program
directly or enter into agreements with an-
other Federal agency or other service provider

to assist in the administration of this pro-
gram.

(2) Breach remedies
(A) In general

Agreements with program participants
shall provide remedies for any breach of an
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agreement by a participant, including repay-
ment or partial repayment of financial as-
sistance received, with interest.

(B) Amounts recovered

Funds recovered under this subsection
shall be credited to the account available to
carry out this section and shall remain
available until expended.

(3) Waiver

The Secretary may grant a waiver of the re-
payment obligation for breach of contract in
the event of extreme hardship or extreme
need, as determined by the Secretary.

(4) Amount

The Secretary shall develop regulations to
determine the amount of loan repayment for a
year of service by a veterinarian. In making
the determination, the Secretary shall con-
sider the extent to which such determina-
tion—

(A) affects the ability of the Secretary to
maximize the number of agreements that
can be provided under the Veterinary Medi-
cine Loan Repayment Program from the
amounts appropriated for such agreements;
and

(B) provides an incentive to serve in vet-
erinary service shortage areas with the
greatest need.

(5) Qualifying educational loans

Loan repayments provided under this sec-
tion may consist of payments on behalf of par-
ticipating individuals of the principal and in-
terest on government and commercial loans
received by the individual for attendance of
the individual at an accredited college of vet-
erinary medicine resulting in a degree of Doc-
tor of Veterinary Medicine or the equivalent,
which loans were made for—

(A) tuition expenses;

(B) all other reasonable educational ex-
penses, including fees, books, and laboratory
expenses, incurred by the individual; or

(C) reasonable living expenses as deter-
mined by the Secretary.

(6) Repayment schedule

The Secretary may enter into an agreement
with the holder of any loan for which pay-
ments are made under this section to establish
a schedule for the making of such payments.
(7) Tax liability

In addition to educational loan repayments,
the Secretary shall make such additional pay-
ments to participants as the Secretary deter-
mines to be appropriate for the purpose of pro-
viding reimbursements to participants for in-
dividual tax liability resulting from participa-
tion in this program.

(8) Priority

In administering the program, the Secretary
shall give priority to agreements with veteri-
narians for the practice of food animal medi-
cine in veterinarian shortage situations.

(d) Use of funds

None of the funds appropriated to the Sec-

retary under subsection (f) may be used to carry
out section 5379 of title 5.
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