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§2274a. Firearm authority of employees con-
ducting field work in remote locations

On and after December 8, 2004, the Secretary of
Agriculture is authorized to permit employees
of the United States Department of Agriculture
to carry and use firearms for personal protec-
tion while conducting field work in remote loca-
tions in the performance of their official duties.

(Pub. L. 108447, div. A, title VII, §742, Dec. 8,
2004, 118 Stat. 2844.)

Editorial Notes
PRIOR PROVISIONS

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in the following prior appropriation acts:

Pub.L. 108-199, div. A, title VII, §745, Jan. 23, 2004, 118
Stat. 37.

Pub.L. 108-7, div. A, title VII, §753, Feb. 20, 2003, 117
Stat. 45.

§2275. Repealed. Pub. L. 101-624, title XV,
§1572(3), Nov. 28, 1990, 104 Stat. 3702

Section, Pub. L. 99-198, title XI, §1151, Dec. 23, 1985, 99
Stat. 1497, provided for trade consultation between the
Foreign Agricultural Service and other Federal agen-
cies. See section 5674 of this title.

§2276. Confidentiality of information
(a) In general

In the case of information furnished under a
provision of law referred to in subsection (d),
neither the Secretary of Agriculture, any other
officer or employee of the Department of Agri-
culture or agency thereof, nor any other person
may—

(1) use such information for a purpose other
than the development or reporting of aggre-
gate data in a manner such that the identity
of the person who supplied such information is
not discernible and is not material to the in-
tended uses of such information;

(2) disclose such information to the public,
unless such information has been transformed
into a statistical or aggregate form that does
not allow the identification of the person who
supplied particular information; or

(3) in the case of information collected under
the authority described in paragraph (12) or
(13) of subsection (d), disclose the information
to any person or any Federal, State, local, or
tribal agency outside the Department of Agri-
culture, unless the information has been con-
verted into a statistical or aggregate form
that does not allow the identification of the
person that supplied particular information.

(b) Duty of Secretary; immunity from disclosure;
necessary consent

(1) In carrying out a provision of law referred
to in subsection (d), no department, agency, offi-
cer, or employee of the Federal Government,
other than the Secretary of Agriculture, shall
require a person to furnish a copy of statistical
information provided to the Department of Agri-
culture.

(2) A copy of such information—

(A) shall be immune from mandatory disclo-
sure of any type, including legal process; and
(B) shall not, without the consent of such
person, be admitted as evidence or used for
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any purpose in any action, suit, or other judi-
cial or administrative proceeding.

(c) Violations; penalties

Any person who shall publish, cause to be pub-
lished, or otherwise publicly release information
collected pursuant to a provision of law referred
to in subsection (d), in any manner or for any
purpose prohibited in section?! (a), shall be fined
not more than $10,000 or imprisoned for not more
than 1 year, or both.

(d) Provisions of law references

For purposes of this section, a provision of law
referred to in this subsection means—

(1) the first section of the Act entitled ‘““‘An
Act authorizing the Secretary of Agriculture
to collect and publish statistics of the grade
and staple length of cotton’, approved March
3, 1927 (7 U.S.C. 471) (commonly referred to as
the ‘““Cotton Statistics and Estimates Act’’);

(2) the first section of the Act entitled ‘““‘An
Act to provide for the collection and publica-
tion of statistics of tobacco by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture’, approved January 14,
1929 (7 U.S.C. 501);

(3) the first section of the Act entitled ‘“‘An
Act to provide for the collection and publica-
tion of statistics of peanuts by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture’’, approved June 24, 1936 (7
U.S.C. 951);

(4) section 203(g) of the Agricultural Mar-
keting Act of 1946 (7 U.S.C. 1622(g));

(5) section 526(a) of the Revised Statutes (7
U.S.C. 2204(a));

(6) the Act entitled ‘“An Act providing for
the publication of statistics relating to spirits
of turpentine and resin”’, approved August 15,
1935 (7 U.S.C. 2248);

(7) section 42 of title 13;

(8) section 4 of the Act entitled ‘“An Act to
establish the Department of Commerce and
Labor’”’, approved February 14, 1903 (15 U.S.C.
1516);

(9) section 2 of the joint resolution entitled
“Joint resolution relating to the publication
of economic and social statistics for Ameri-
cans of Spanish origin or descent’, approved
June 16, 1976 (15 U.S.C. 1516a);

(10) section 3(e) of the Forest and Rangeland
Renewable Resources Research Act of 1978 (16
U.S.C. 1642(e));

(11) section 2204g of this title;

(12) section 302 of the Rural Development
Act of 1972 (7 U.S.C. 1010a) regarding the au-
thority to collect data for the National Re-
sources Inventory; or

(13) section 10109 of the Agriculture Improve-
ment Act of 2018.

(e) Information provided to Secretary of Com-
merce

This section shall not prohibit the release of
information under section 2204g(f)(2) of this
title.

(Pub. L. 99-198, title XVII, §1770, Dec. 23, 1985, 99
Stat. 1657; Pub. L. 105-113, §4(a)(2), (b), Nov. 21,
1997, 111 Stat. 2276; Pub. L. 106-113, div. B,
§1000(a)(3) [title III, §348], Nov. 29, 1999, 113 Stat.

180 in original. Probably should be ‘‘subsection’.
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