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§2209h. Reimbursement of Office of the General
Counsel

On and after November 10, 2005, agencies and
offices of the Department of Agriculture may
utilize any unobligated salaries and expenses
funds to reimburse the Office of the General
Counsel for salaries and expenses of personnel,
and for other related expenses, incurred in rep-
resenting such agencies and offices in the reso-
lution of complaints by employees or applicants
for employment, and in cases and other matters
pending before the Equal Employment Oppor-
tunity Commission, the Federal Labor Relations
Authority, or the Merit Systems Protection
Board with the prior approval of the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress.

(Pub. L. 109-97, title VII, §732, Nov. 10, 2005, 119
Stat. 21564.)

Editorial Notes
PRIOR PROVISIONS

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in the following prior appropriation acts:

Pub. L. 108-447, div. A, title VII, §736, Dec. 8, 2004, 118
Stat. 2844.

Pub. L. 108-199, div. A, title VII, §732, Jan. 23, 2004, 118
Stat. 35.

Pub. L. 108-7, div. A, title VII, §739, Feb. 20, 2003, 117
Stat. 43.

§2209i. Funding for preparation of final agency
decisions regarding discrimination com-
plaints

On and after November 10, 2005, agencies and
offices of the Department of Agriculture may

TITLE T—AGRICULTURE

Page 1448

utilize any available discretionary funds to
cover the costs of preparing, or contracting for
the preparation of, final agency decisions re-
garding complaints of discrimination in employ-
ment or program activities arising within such
agencies and offices.

(Pub. L. 109-97, title VII, §751, Nov. 10, 2005, 119
Stat. 2156.)

Editorial Notes
PRIOR PROVISIONS

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in the following prior appropriation acts:

Pub. L. 108447, div. A, title VII, §763, Dec. 8, 2004, 118
Stat. 2847.

Pub. L. 108-199, div. A, title VII, §762, Jan. 23, 2004, 118
Stat. 39.

§2209j. Permanent debarment from participation
in Department of Agriculture programs for
fraud

(a) In general

Subject to subsection (b), the Secretary of Ag-
riculture shall permanently debar an individual,
organization, corporation, or other entity con-
victed of a felony for knowingly defrauding the
United States in connection with any program
administered by the Department of Agriculture
from any subsequent participation in Depart-
ment of Agriculture programs.

(b) Exceptions
(1) Secretary determination

The Secretary may reduce a debarment
under subsection (a) to a period of not less
than 10 years if the Secretary considers it ap-
propriate.

(2) Food assistance

A debarment under subsection (a) shall not
apply with respect to participation in domes-
tic food assistance programs (as defined by the
Secretary).

(Pub. L. 110-234, title XIV, §14211, May 22, 2008,
122 Stat. 1464; Pub. L. 110-246, §4(a), title XIV,
§14211, June 18, 2008, 122 Stat. 1664, 2226.)

Editorial Notes
CODIFICATION

Pub. L. 110-234 and Pub. L. 110-246 enacted identical
sections. Pub. L. 110-234 was repealed by section 4(a) of
Pub. L. 110-246.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE

Enactment of this section and repeal of Pub. L.
110-234 by Pub. L. 110-246 effective May 22, 2008, the
date of enactment of Pub. L. 110-234, see section 4 of
Pub. L. 110-246, set out as a note under section 8701 of
this title.

§ 2209k. Prohibition on payments to fossil fuel re-
finers and importers

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Agriculture
may not use any funds, facilities, or authorities
of the Commodity Credit Corporation or the De-
partment of Agriculture—

(1) to provide a payment to a refiner or im-
porter (as those terms are defined in section
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