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1 See References in Text note below. 

date of enactment of this Act [Apr. 4, 1996], the Sec-
retary of Agriculture shall develop a streamlined, sim-
plified, and uniform application which shall be used in 
applying for assistance under all of the following: 

‘‘(1) Sections 304(b), 306, 306A, 306C, 306D, 310B, and 
375 [former 7 U.S.C. 2008j] and subtitle E [7 U.S.C. 2009 
et seq.] of the Consolidated Farm and Rural Develop-
ment Act (7 U.S.C. 1924(b), 1926, 1926a, 1926c, 1926d, and 
1932). 

‘‘(2) Subtitle G of title XVI and sections 2281 [42 
U.S.C. 5177a], 2333, and 2381 of the Food, Agriculture, 
Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C. [former] 
5901–5908, 5177a, 950aaa–2, and 3125b). 

‘‘(3) Subtitle C of title IX of the Food, Agriculture, 
Conservation, and Trade Act Amendments of 1991 
(Public Law 102–237:[;] 7 U.S.C. [former] 5930 note). 

‘‘(4) Section 1323(b) of the Food Security Act of 1985 
(Public Law 99–198; 7 U.S.C. 1932 note). 

‘‘(5) Title V and section 603(c) of the Rural Develop-
ment Act of 1972 (7 U.S.C. 2661–2669 and 2204a(c)). 

‘‘(6) Sections 5 and 311 and title IV of the Rural 
Electrification Act of 1936 (7 U.S.C. [former] 905, 
[former] 940a, and [former] 941–950b).’’

Executive Documents 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 12720

Ex. Ord. No. 12720, July 16, 1990, 55 F.R. 29337, as 
amended by Ex. Ord. No. 12783, Dec. 17, 1991, 56 F.R. 
65977, which established the President’s Council on 
Rural America, was revoked by Ex. Ord. No. 12869, § 4(c), 
Sept. 30, 1993, 58 F.R. 51751, formerly set out as a note 
under section 1013 of Title 5, Government Organization 
and Employees. 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 13575

Ex. Ord. No. 13575, June 9, 2011, 76 F.R. 34841, which 
established the White House Rural Council, was re-
voked by Ex. Ord. No. 13790, § 6, Apr. 25, 2017, 82 F.R. 
20239. 

§ 2204b–1. Rural development 

(a) Congressional commitment 

The Congress commits itself to a sound bal-
ance between rural and urban America. The 
Congress considers this balance so essential to 
the peace, prosperity, and welfare of all our citi-
zens that the highest priority must be given to 
the revitalization and development of rural 
areas. 

(b) Location of Federal facilities 

Congress hereby directs the heads of all execu-
tive departments and agencies of the Govern-
ment to establish and maintain departmental 
policies and procedures giving first priority to 
the location of new offices and other facilities in 
rural areas as defined in the private business en-
terprise exception in section 1926(a)(7) 1 of this 
title. 

(Pub. L. 91–524, title IX, § 901, Nov. 30, 1970, 84 
Stat. 1383; Pub. L. 92–419, title VI, § 601, Aug. 30, 
1972, 86 Stat. 674; Pub. L. 94–273, § 7(3), Apr. 21, 
1976, 90 Stat. 378; Pub. L. 96–355, § 6, Sept. 24, 1980, 
94 Stat. 1174.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 1926(a)(7) of this title, referred to in subsec. 
(b), was repealed and a new section 1926(a)(7) was added 
by Pub. L. 104–127, title VII, § 741(a)(2), Apr. 4, 1996, 110 

Stat. 1123. As added, section 1926(a)(7) of this title de-
fined ‘‘rural areas’’ but no longer contained provisions 
relating to a private business enterprise exception. 
Subsequently, section 1926(a)(7) was repealed by Pub. L. 
107–171, title VI, § 6020(b)(1), May 13, 2002, 116 Stat. 363. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 3122 of 
Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare. 

AMENDMENTS 

1980—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 96–355 struck out provisions 
respecting annual report to Congress by the President 
covering efforts, etc., made for locating all new facili-
ties. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 96–355 struck out subsec. (c) which 
related to planning assistance and annual report to 
Congress respecting such assistance. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 96–355 struck out subsec. (d) 
which related to information and technical assistance 
and annual report to Congress respecting such assist-
ance. 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 96–355 struck out subsec. (e) which 
related to provision of government services and annual 
report to Congress respecting such services. 

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 96–355 struck out subsec. (f) which 
required report to Congress by July 1, 1971, relating to 
implementation of rural financial assistance require-
ments. 

1976—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 94–273 substituted ‘‘Decem-
ber’’ for ‘‘September’’. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 94–273 substituted ‘‘December 1 
of’’ for ‘‘September 1 of’’. 

1972—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 92–419 struck out ‘‘insofar as 
practicable,’’ after ‘‘maintain’’ and substituted ‘‘poli-
cies and procedures giving first priority to the location 
of new offices and other facilities in rural areas as de-
fined in the private business enterprise exception in 
section 1926(a)(7) of this title’’, for ‘‘policies and proce-
dures with respect to the location of new offices and 
other facilities in areas or communities of lower popu-
lation density in preference to areas or communities of 
high population densities’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1980 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 96–355 effective Oct. 1, 1980, 
see section 10 of Pub. L. 96–355, set out as an Effective 
Date note under section 2204b of this title.

Executive Documents 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 11797

Ex. Ord. No. 11797, July 31, 1974, 39 F.R. 27893, which 
delegated to the Secretary of Agriculture the Presi-
dent’s authority to prepare and submit to Congress an-
nual reports concerning the location of new Federal fa-
cilities in rural areas, was revoked by Ex. Ord. No. 
12553, Feb. 25, 1986, 51 F.R. 7237. 

§ 2204b–2. Temporary prioritization of rural 
health assistance 

(a) Authority to temporarily prioritize certain 
rural development applications 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
the Secretary, after consultation with such pub-
lic health officials as may be necessary, may an-
nounce through a Federal Register notice pursu-
ant to section 553(b)(3)(B) of title 5 a temporary 
reprioritization, on a national or multistate 
basis, for certain rural development loan and 
grant applications to assist rural communities 
in responding to a significant public health dis-
ruption. 

(b) Public health disruption 

For the purposes of this section, the term 
‘‘public health disruption’’ means an unantici-
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