§2008

Section 2007e, Pub. L. 101-624, title XXIII, §2315, Nov.
28, 1990, 104 Stat. 3994; Pub. L. 102-237, title VII, §702(e),
Dec. 13, 1991, 105 Stat. 1880, related to compliance with
and enforcement of former sections 2007a to 2007e of
this title and regulations promulgated thereunder.

§2008. Rural development and farm loan pro-
gram activities

The Secretary may not complete a study of, or
enter into a contract with a private party to
carry out, without specific authorization in a
subsequent Act of Congress, a competitive
sourcing activity of the Secretary, including
support personnel of the Department of Agri-
culture, relating to rural development or farm
loan programs.

(Pub. L. 87-128, title III, §365, as added Pub. L.
110-234, title V, §5306, May 22, 2008, 122 Stat. 1153,
and Pub. L. 110-246, §4(a), title V, §5306, June 18,
2008, 122 Stat. 1664, 1915.)

Editorial Notes
CODIFICATION

Pub. L. 110-234 and Pub. L. 110-246 enacted identical
sections. Pub. L. 110-234 was repealed by section 4(a) of
Pub. L. 110-246.

PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 2008, Pub. L. 87-128, title III, §365, as
added Pub. L. 101-624, title XXIII, §2316(a), Nov. 28, 1990,
104 Stat. 4000; amended Pub. L. 102-237, title VII,
§701(e), Dec. 13, 1991, 105 Stat. 1879, related to system
for delivery of certain rural development programs,
prior to repeal by Pub. L. 104-127, title VII, §753(a), Apr.
4, 1996, 110 Stat. 1131.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE

Enactment of this section and repeal of Pub. L.
110-234 by Pub. L. 110-246 effective May 22, 2008, the
date of enactment of Pub. L. 110-234, see section 4 of
Pub. L. 110-246, set out as a note under section 8701 of
this title.

§2008a. Equitable relief
(a) In general

Subject to subsection (b), the Secretary may
provide a form of relief described in subsection
(c) to any farmer or rancher who—

(1) received a direct farm ownership, oper-
ating, or emergency loan under this chapter;
and

(2) the Secretary determines is not in com-
pliance with the requirements of this chapter
with respect to the loan.

(b) Limitation

The Secretary may only provide relief to a
farmer or rancher under subsection (a) if the
Secretary determines that the farmer or ranch-
er—

(1) acted in good faith; and

(2) relied on an action of, or the advice of,
the Secretary (including any authorized rep-
resentative of the Secretary) to the detriment
of the farming or ranching operation of the
farmer or rancher.

(c) Forms of relief

The Secretary may provide to a farmer or
rancher under subsection (a) any of the fol-
lowing forms of relief:
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(1) The farmer or rancher may retain loans
or other benefits received in association with
the loan with respect to which the farmer or
rancher was determined to be noncompliant
under subsection (a)(2).

(2) The farmer or rancher may receive such
other equitable relief as the Secretary deter-
mines to be appropriate.

(d) Condition

As a condition of receiving relief under this
section, the Secretary may require the farmer
or rancher to take actions designed to remedy
the noncompliance.

(e) Administrative appeal; judicial review

A determination or action of the Secretary
under this section—
(1) shall be final; and
(2) shall not be subject to administrative ap-
peal or judicial review under chapter 7 of title
5.

(Pub. L. 87-128, title III, §366, as added Pub. L.
115-334, title V, §5305, Dec. 20, 2018, 132 Stat.
4672.)

Editorial Notes

REFERENCES IN TEXT

This chapter, referred to in subsec. (a), was in the
original ‘‘this title”’, meaning title III of Pub. L. 87-128,
Aug. 8, 1961, 75 Stat. 307, known as the Consolidated
Farm and Rural Development Act, which is classified
principally to this chapter. For complete classification
of title IIT to the Code, see Short Title note set out
under section 1921 of this title and Tables.

PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 2008a, Pub. L. 87-128, title III, §366, as
added Pub. L. 101-624, title XXIII, §2316(a), Nov. 28, 1990,
104 Stat. 4004; amended Pub. L. 102-237, title VII, §701(f),
Dec. 13, 1991, 105 Stat. 1879, related to State rural eco-
nomic development review panel, prior to repeal by
Pub. L. 104-127, title VII, §754, Apr. 4, 1996, 110 Stat.
1131.

§2008b. Socially disadvantaged farmers and
ranchers; qualified beginning farmers and
ranchers

In the case of a loan guaranteed by the Sec-
retary under subchapter I or II to a socially dis-
advantaged farmer or rancher (as defined in sec-
tion 2003(e) of this title) or a qualified beginning
farmer or rancher, the Secretary may provide
for a standard guarantee plan, which shall cover
an amount equal to 95 percent of the out-
standing principal of the loan.

(Pub. L. 87-128, title III, §367, as added Pub. L.
115-334, title V, §5306, Dec. 20, 2018, 132 Stat.
4673.)

Editorial Notes

PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 2008b, Pub. L. 87-128, title III, §367, as
added Pub. L. 101-624, title XXIII, §2317, Nov. 28, 1990,
104 Stat. 4008; amended Pub. L. 102-237, title VII,
§701(g), Dec. 13, 1991, 105 Stat. 1879, related to limited
transfer authority of loan amounts, prior to repeal by
Pub. L. 104-127, title VII, §755, Apr. 4, 1996, 110 Stat.
1131.
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