
Page 643 TITLE 7—AGRICULTURE § 1343

ton consuming countries and, in addition, to 
provide an adequate reserve for purposes of na-
tional security. 

(Feb. 16, 1938, ch. 30, title III, § 342a, as added 
Pub. L. 91–524, title VI, § 601(2), Nov. 30, 1970, 84 
Stat. 1371; amended Pub. L. 93–86, § 1(19)(B), Aug. 
10, 1973, 87 Stat. 233.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1973—Pub. L. 93–86 substituted ‘‘1970 through 1976’’ for 
‘‘1970, 1971, and 1972’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Pub. L. 91–524, title VI, § 601, Nov. 30, 1970, 84 Stat. 
1371, provided that this section is effective beginning 
with the 1971 crop of upland cotton. 

INAPPLICABILITY OF SECTION 

Section inapplicable to 2014 through 2018 crops of cov-
ered commodities, cotton, and sugar and inapplicable 
to milk during period beginning Feb. 7, 2014, through 
Dec. 31, 2018, see section 9092(a)(1) of this title. 

Section inapplicable to 2008 through 2012 crops of cov-
ered commodities, peanuts, and sugar and inapplicable 
to milk during period beginning June 18, 2008, through 
Dec. 31, 2012, see section 8782(a)(1) of this title. 

Section inapplicable to 2002 through 2007 crops of cov-
ered commodities, peanuts, and sugar and inapplicable 
to milk during period beginning May 13, 2002, through 
Dec. 31, 2007, see section 7992(a)(1) of this title. 

Section inapplicable to 1996 through 2001 crops of loan 
commodities, peanuts, and sugar and inapplicable to 
milk during period beginning Apr. 4, 1996, and ending 
Dec. 31, 2002, see section 7301(a)(1)(A) of this title. 

§ 1343. Referendum 

Not later than December 15 following the 
issuance of the marketing quota proclamation 
provided for in section 1342 of this title, the Sec-
retary shall conduct a referendum, by secret 
ballot, of farmers engaged in the production of 
cotton in the calendar year in which the ref-
erendum is held, to determine whether such 
farmers are in favor of or opposed to the quota 
so proclaimed. If more than one-third of the 
farmers voting in the referendum oppose the na-
tional marketing quota, such quota shall be-
come ineffective upon proclamation of the re-
sults of the referendum. The Secretary shall 
proclaim the results of any referendum held 
hereunder within thirty days after the date of 
such referendum. Notwithstanding any other 
provision hereof, the referendum with respect to 
the national marketing quota for cotton for the 
marketing year beginning August 1, 1986, may be 
conducted not later than thirty-one days after 
adjournment sine die of the first session of the 
Ninety-ninth Congress. 

(Feb. 16, 1938, ch. 30, title III, § 343, 52 Stat. 56; 
Apr. 7, 1938, ch. 107, § 8, 52 Stat. 203; July 26, 1939, 
ch. 376, 53 Stat. 1125; July 3, 1948, ch. 827, title II, 
§ 207(c), 62 Stat. 1257; Aug. 29, 1949, ch. 518, § 1, 63 
Stat. 670; Oct. 31, 1949, ch. 792, title IV, § 415(e), 
63 Stat. 1058; Pub. L. 97–77, § 2(c), Nov. 13, 1981, 95 
Stat. 1069; Pub. L. 99–157, § 4, Nov. 15, 1985, 99 
Stat. 818.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Provision that if marketing quotas were proclaimed 
for the 1950 crop, farmers eligible to vote in the ref-
erendum with respect to such crop were to be those 
farmers who had produced cotton in the 1948 calendar 
year was omitted from the Code. 

AMENDMENTS 

1985—Pub. L. 99–157 amended last sentence generally, 
substituting ‘‘August 1, 1986, may be conducted not 
later than thirty-one days after adjournment sine die 
of the first session of the Ninety-ninth Congress’’ for 
‘‘August 1, 1982, may be conducted not later than the 
earlier of the following: (1) thirty days after adjourn-
ment sine die of the first session of the Ninety-seventh 
Congress, or (2) January 1, 1982’’. 

1981—Pub. L. 97–77 inserted provision that the ref-
erendum with respect to the national marketing quota 
for cotton for the marketing year beginning Aug. 1, 
1982, be conducted not later than the earlier of the fol-
lowing: (1) thirty days after adjournment sine die of the 
first session of the Ninety-seventh Congress, or (2) Jan. 
1, 1982. 

1949—Act Aug. 29, 1949, amended section generally by 
providing for a secret referendum. Former provisions of 
this section are now covered by section 1342 of this 
title. 

Subsec. (a). Act Oct. 31, 1949, repealed amendatory 
provisions of act July 3, 1948. 

1948—Subsec. (a). Act July 3, 1948, required Secretary 
to take imports into consideration in determining acre-
age allotments for purposes of marketing quotas. 

1939—Subsec. (b). Act July 26, 1939, inserted last sen-
tence. 

1938—Subsec. (c). Act Apr. 7, 1938, substituted ‘‘for 
any year’’ for ‘‘for 1938 and 1939’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1948 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by act July 3, 1948, effective Jan. 1, 1950, 
see section 303 of act July 3, 1948, set out as a note 
under section 1301 of this title. 

INAPPLICABILITY OF SECTION 

Section inapplicable to 1984 and subsequent crops of 
extra long staple cotton, see section 3 of Pub. L. 98–88, 
set out as a note under section 1342 of this title. 

Section inapplicable to 2014 through 2018 crops of cov-
ered commodities, cotton, and sugar and inapplicable 
to milk during period beginning Feb. 7, 2014, through 
Dec. 31, 2018, see section 9092(a)(1) of this title. 

Section inapplicable to 2008 through 2012 crops of cov-
ered commodities, peanuts, and sugar and inapplicable 
to milk during period beginning June 18, 2008, through 
Dec. 31, 2012, see section 8782(a)(1) of this title. 

Section inapplicable to 2002 through 2007 crops of cov-
ered commodities, peanuts, and sugar and inapplicable 
to milk during period beginning May 13, 2002, through 
Dec. 31, 2007, see section 7992(a)(1) of this title. 

Section inapplicable to 1996 through 2001 crops of loan 
commodities, peanuts, and sugar and inapplicable to 
milk during period beginning Apr. 4, 1996, and ending 
Dec. 31, 2002, see section 7301(a)(1)(A) of this title. 

Section inapplicable to 1991 through 1995 crops of up-
land cotton, see section 502 of Pub. L. 101–624, set out 
as a note under section 1342 of this title. 

Section inapplicable to 1986 through 1990 crops of up-
land cotton, see section 502 of Pub. L. 99–198, set out as 
a note under section 1342 of this title. 

Section inapplicable to 1982 through 1985 crops of up-
land cotton, see section 501 of Pub. L. 97–98, set out as 
a note under section 1342 of this title. 

Section inapplicable to 1978 through 1981 crops of up-
land cotton, see section 601 of Pub. L. 95–113, set out as 
a note under section 1342 of this title. 

Pub. L. 91–524, title VI, § 601(1), Nov. 30, 1970, 84 Stat. 
1371, as amended by Pub. L. 93–86, § 1(19)(A), Aug. 10, 
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1973, 87 Stat. 233, provided that this section is inappli-
cable to 1971 through 1977 crops of upland cotton. 

§ 1344. Apportionment of national acreage allot-
ments 

(a) Basis 

Whenever a national marketing quota is pro-
claimed under section 1342 of this title, the Sec-
retary shall determine and proclaim a national 
acreage allotment for the crop of cotton to be 
produced in the next calendar year. The na-
tional acreage allotment for cotton shall be that 
acreage, based upon the national average yield 
per acre of cotton for the four years imme-
diately preceding the calendar year in which the 
national marketing quota is proclaimed, re-
quired to make available from such crop an 
amount of cotton equal to the national mar-
keting quota. 

(b) Apportionment among States for year 1953 
and subsequent years; adjustment; national 
acreage reserve 

The national acreage allotment for cotton for 
1953 and subsequent years shall be apportioned 
to the States on the basis of the acreage planted 
to cotton (including the acreage regarded as 
having been planted to cotton under the provi-
sions of Public Law 12, Seventy-ninth Congress) 
during the five calendar years immediately pre-
ceding the calendar year in which the national 
marketing quota is proclaimed, with adjust-
ments for abnormal weather conditions during 
such period: Provided, That there is established 
a national acreage reserve consisting of three 
hundred and ten thousand acres which shall be 
in addition to the national acreage allotment; 
and such reserve shall be apportioned to the 
States on the basis of their needs for additional 
acreage for establishing minimum farm allot-
ments under subsection (f)(1), as determined by 
the Secretary without regard to State and coun-
ty acreage reserves (except that the amount ap-
portioned to Nevada shall be one thousand 
acres). For the 1960 and succeeding crops of cot-
ton, the needs of States (other than Nevada) for 
such additional acreage for such purpose may be 
estimated by the Secretary, after taking into 
consideration such needs as determined or esti-
mated for the preceding crop of cotton and the 
size of the national acreage allotment for such 
crop. The additional acreage so apportioned to 
the State shall be apportioned to the counties 
on the basis of the needs of the counties for such 
additional acreage for such purpose, and added 
to the county acreage allotment for apportion-
ment to farms pursuant to subsection (f) of this 
section (except that no part of such additional 
acreage shall be used to increase the county re-
serve above 15 per centum of the county allot-
ment determined without regard to such addi-
tional acreage). Additional acreage apportioned 
to a State for any year under the foregoing pro-
viso shall not be taken into account in estab-
lishing future State acreage allotments. Needs 
for additional acreage under the foregoing provi-
sions and under the last proviso in subsection (e) 
shall be determined or estimated as though al-
lotments were first computed without regard to 
subsection (f)(1). 

(c) Apportionment among States for years 1950 
and 1951; computation and adjustment 

The national acreage allotments for cotton for 
the years 1950 and 1951 shall be apportioned to 
the States on the basis of a national acreage al-
lotment base of twenty-two million five hundred 
thousand acres, computed and adjusted as fol-
lows: 

(1) The average of the planted acreages (in-
cluding acreage regarded as planted under the 
provisions of Public Law 12, Seventy-ninth 
Congress) in the States for the years 1945, 1946, 
1947, and 1948 shall constitute the national 
base; except that in the case of any State hav-
ing a 1948 planted cotton acreage of over one 
million acres and less than 50 per centum of 
the 1943 allotment, the average of the acreage 
planted (or regarded as planted under Public 
Law 12, Seventy-ninth Congress) for the years 
1944, 1945, 1946, 1947, and 1948 shall constitute 
the base for such State and shall be included 
in computing the national base; to this is to be 
added (A) the estimated additional acreage for 
each State required for small-farm allotments 
under subsection (f)(1) of this section; (B) the 
acreage required as a result of the State ad-
justment provisions of paragraph (2) of this 
subsection; (C) the additional acreage required 
to determine a total national allotment base 
of twenty-two million five hundred thousand 
acres, which additional acreage shall be dis-
tributed on a proportionate basis among 
States receiving no adjustment under para-
graph (2) of this subsection. 

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of para-
graph (1) of this subsection, the acreage allot-
ment base for 1950 and 1951 for any State (on 
the basis of a national acreage allotment base 
of twenty-two million five hundred thousand 
acres) shall not be less than the larger of (1) 95 
per centum of the average acreage actually 
planted to cotton in the State during the 
years 1947 and 1948, or (2) 85 per centum of the 
acreage planted to cotton in the State in 1948. 

(3) If the national acreage allotment for 1950 
or 1951 is more or less than twenty-two million 
five hundred thousand acres, horizontal ad-
justments shall be made percentagewise by 
States so as to reflect the ratio of the national 
acreage allotment for 1950 and 1951 to twenty-
two million five hundred thousand acres. 

(d) Apportionment for year 1952; adjustment 

The national acreage allotment for cotton for 
1952 shall be apportioned to States on the basis 
of the acreage planted to cotton (including the 
acreage regarded as having been planted to cot-
ton under the provisions of Public Law 12, Sev-
enty-ninth Congress) during the years 1946, 1947, 
1948, and 1950, with adjustments for abnormal 
weather conditions during such period. 

(e) Apportionment among counties; reservation 
of acreage; additional acreage for estab-
lishing minimum farm allotments 

The State acreage allotment for cotton shall 
be apportioned to counties on the same basis as 
to years and conditions as is applicable to the 
State under subsections (b), (c), and (d) of this 
section: Provided, That the State committee 
may reserve not to exceed 10 per centum of its 
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