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§ 772. National Disaster Housing Strategy 

(a) In general 

The Administrator, in coordination with rep-

resentatives of the Federal agencies, govern-

ments, and organizations listed in subsection 

(b)(2) of this section, the National Advisory 

Council, the National Council on Disability, and 

other entities at the Administrator’s discretion, 

shall develop, coordinate, and maintain a Na-

tional Disaster Housing Strategy. 

(b) Contents 

The National Disaster Housing Strategy 

shall—
(1) outline the most efficient and cost effec-

tive Federal programs that will best meet the 

short-term and long-term housing needs of in-

dividuals and households affected by a major 

disaster; 
(2) clearly define the role, programs, au-

thorities, and responsibilities of each entity in 

providing housing assistance in the event of a 

major disaster, including—
(A) the Agency; 
(B) the Department of Housing and Urban 

Development; 
(C) the Department of Agriculture; 
(D) the Department of Veterans Affairs; 
(E) the Department of Health and Human 

Services; 
(F) the Bureau of Indian Affairs; 
(G) any other Federal agency that may 

provide housing assistance in the event of a 

major disaster; 
(H) the American Red Cross; and 
(I) State, local, and tribal governments;

(3) describe in detail the programs that may 

be offered by the entities described in para-

graph (2), including—
(A) outlining any funding issues; 
(B) detailing how responsibilities under 

the National Disaster Housing Strategy will 

be shared; and 
(C) addressing other matters concerning 

the cooperative effort to provide housing as-

sistance during a major disaster;

(4) consider methods through which housing 

assistance can be provided to individuals and 

households where employment and other re-

sources for living are available; 
(5) describe programs directed to meet the 

needs of special needs and low-income popu-

lations and ensure that a sufficient number of 

housing units are provided for individuals with 

disabilities; 
(6) describe plans for the operation of clus-

ters of housing provided to individuals and 

households, including access to public serv-

ices, site management, security, and site den-

sity; 
(7) describe plans for promoting the repair or 

rehabilitation of existing rental housing, in-

cluding through lease agreements or other 

means, in order to improve the provision of 

housing to individuals and households under 

section 408 of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster 

Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (42 

U.S.C. 5174); and 
(8) describe any additional authorities nec-

essary to carry out any portion of the strat-

egy. 

(c) Guidance 

The Administrator should develop and make 

publicly available guidance on—
(1) types of housing assistance available 

under the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief 

and Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 

et seq.) to individuals and households affected 

by an emergency or major disaster; 
(2) eligibility for such assistance (including, 

where appropriate, the continuation of such 

assistance); and 
(3) application procedures for such assist-

ance. 

(d) Report 

(1) In general 

Not later than 270 days after October 4, 2006, 

the Administrator shall submit to the appro-

priate committees of Congress a report de-

scribing in detail the National Disaster Hous-

ing Strategy, including programs directed to 

meeting the needs of special needs popu-

lations. 

(2) Updated report 

The Administrator shall submit to the ap-

propriate committees of Congress a report up-

dating the report submitted under paragraph 

(1)—
(A) on the same date that any change is 

made to the National Disaster Housing 

Strategy; and 
(B) on a periodic basis after the submission 

of the report under paragraph (1), but not 

less than once every 5 years after the date of 

the submission of the report under para-

graph (1). 

(Pub. L. 109–295, title VI, § 683, Oct. 4, 2006, 120 

Stat. 1446.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-

gency Assistance Act, referred to in subsec. (c)(1), is 

Pub. L. 93–288, May 22, 1974, 88 Stat. 143, which is classi-

fied principally to chapter 68 (§ 5121 et seq.) of Title 42, 

The Public Health and Welfare. For complete classi-

fication of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note 

set out under section 5121 of Title 42 and Tables. 

§ 773. Individuals with disabilities guidelines 

Not later than 90 days after October 4, 2006, 

and in coordination with the National Advisory 

Council, the National Council on Disability, the 

Interagency Coordinating Council on Prepared-

ness and Individuals With Disabilities estab-

lished under Executive Order No. 13347, and the 

Disability Coordinator (established under sec-

tion 321b of this title), the Administrator shall 

develop guidelines to accommodate individuals 

with disabilities, which shall include guidelines 

for—
(1) the accessibility of, and communications 

and programs in, shelters, recovery centers, 

and other facilities; and 
(2) devices used in connection with disaster 

operations, including first aid stations, mass 

feeding areas, portable payphone stations, 

portable toilets, and temporary housing. 

(Pub. L. 109–295, title VI, § 689(a), Oct. 4, 2006, 120 

Stat. 1448.)
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Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Executive Order No. 13347, referred to in text, is set 

out as a note under section 314 of this title. 

§ 774. Reunification 

(a) Definitions 

In this section: 

(1) Child Locator Center 

The term ‘‘Child Locator Center’’ means the 

National Emergency Child Locator Center es-

tablished under subsection (b). 

(2) Declared event 

The term ‘‘declared event’’ means a major 

disaster or emergency. 

(3) Displaced adult 

The term ‘‘displaced adult’’ means an indi-

vidual 21 years of age or older who is displaced 

from the habitual residence of that individual 

as a result of a declared event. 

(4) Displaced child 

The term ‘‘displaced child’’ means an indi-

vidual under 21 years of age who is displaced 

from the habitual residence of that individual 

as a result of a declared event. 

(b) National Emergency Child Locator Center 

(1) In general 

Not later than 180 days after October 4, 2006, 

the Administrator, in coordination with the 

Attorney General of the United States, shall 

establish within the National Center for Miss-

ing and Exploited Children the National Emer-

gency Child Locator Center. In establishing 

the National Emergency Child Locator Center, 

the Administrator shall establish procedures 

to make all relevant information available to 

the National Emergency Child Locator Center 

in a timely manner to facilitate the expedi-

tious identification and reunification of chil-

dren with their families. 

(2) Purposes 

The purposes of the Child Locator Center are 

to—
(A) enable individuals to provide to the 

Child Locator Center the name of and other 

identifying information about a displaced 

child or a displaced adult who may have in-

formation about the location of a displaced 

child; 
(B) enable individuals to receive informa-

tion about other sources of information 

about displaced children and displaced 

adults; and 
(C) assist law enforcement in locating dis-

placed children. 

(3) Responsibilities and duties 

The responsibilities and duties of the Child 

Locator Center are to—
(A) establish a toll-free telephone number 

to receive reports of displaced children and 

information about displaced adults that may 

assist in locating displaced children; 
(B) create a website to provide information 

about displaced children; 
(C) deploy its staff to the location of a de-

clared event to gather information about 

displaced children; 

(D) assist in the reunification of displaced 

children with their families; 
(E) provide information to the public 

about additional resources for disaster as-

sistance; 
(F) work in partnership with Federal, 

State, and local law enforcement agencies; 
(G) provide technical assistance in locat-

ing displaced children; 
(H) share information on displaced chil-

dren and displaced adults with governmental 

agencies and nongovernmental organizations 

providing disaster assistance; 
(I) use its resources to gather information 

about displaced children; 
(J) refer reports of displaced adults to—

(i) an entity designated by the Attorney 

General to provide technical assistance in 

locating displaced adults; and 
(ii) the National Emergency Family Reg-

istry and Locator System as defined under 

section 775(a) of this title;

(K) enter into cooperative agreements 

with Federal and State agencies and other 

organizations such as the American Red 

Cross as necessary to implement the mission 

of the Child Locator Center; and 
(L) develop an emergency response plan to 

prepare for the activation of the Child Loca-

tor Center. 

(c) Omitted 

(d) Report 

Not later than 270 days after October 4, 2006, 

the Administrator shall submit to the Com-

mittee on Homeland Security and Governmental 

Affairs and the Committee on the Judiciary of 

the Senate and the Committee on Transpor-

tation and Infrastructure and the Committee on 

the Judiciary of the House of Representatives a 

report describing in detail the status of the 

Child Locator Center, including funding issues 

and any difficulties or issues in establishing the 

Center or completing the cooperative agree-

ments described in subsection (b)(3)(K). 

(Pub. L. 109–295, title VI, § 689b, Oct. 4, 2006, 120 

Stat. 1449.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section is comprised of section 689b of Pub. L. 109–295. 

Subsec. (c) of section 689b of Pub. L. 109–295 amended 

section 11292 of Title 34, Crime Control and Law En-

forcement. 

§ 775. National Emergency Family Registry and 
Locator System 

(a) Definitions 

In this section—
(1) the term ‘‘displaced individual’’ means an 

individual displaced by an emergency or major 

disaster; and 
(2) the term ‘‘National Emergency Family 

Registry and Locator System’’ means the Na-

tional Emergency Family Registry and Loca-

tor System established under subsection (b). 

(b) Establishment 

Not later than 180 days after October 4, 2006, 

the Administrator shall establish a National 
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