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cer appointed pursuant to section 302301(1) of 

this title by the chief executive official of a 

State having a State Historic Preservation 

Program approved by the Secretary under that 

section. 

(Pub. L. 113–287, § 3, Dec. 19, 2014, 128 Stat. 3237.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

308702 ......... 16 U.S.C. 5406. Pub. L. 103–451, § 7, Nov. 2, 
1994, 108 Stat. 4777. 

The definition of ‘‘Committee’’ is omitted as obso-

lete. 

§ 308703. National Maritime Heritage Grants Pro-
gram 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established in 

the Department of the Interior the National 

Maritime Heritage Grants Program, to foster in 

the American public a greater awareness and ap-

preciation of the role of maritime endeavors in 

our Nation’s history and culture. The Program 

shall consist of—
(1) annual grants to the National Trust for 

subgrants administered by the National Trust 

for maritime heritage education projects 

under subsection (b); and 
(2) grants to State Historic Preservation Of-

ficers for maritime heritage preservation 

projects carried out or administered by those 

Officers under subsection (c).

(b) GRANTS FOR MARITIME HERITAGE EDUCATION 

PROJECTS.—
(1) GRANTS TO NATIONAL TRUST.—The Sec-

retary, subject to paragraph (2), and the avail-

ability of amounts for that purpose under sec-

tion 308704(b)(1)(A) of this title, shall make an 

annual grant to the National Trust for mari-

time heritage education projects. 
(2) USE OF GRANTS.—Amounts received by 

the National Trust as an annual grant under 

this subsection shall be used to make sub-

grants to State and local governments and pri-

vate nonprofit organizations to carry out edu-

cation projects that have been approved by the 

Secretary under subsection (f) and that con-

sist of—
(A) assistance to any maritime museum or 

historical society for—
(i) existing and new educational pro-

grams, exhibits, educational activities, 

conservation, and interpretation of arti-

facts and collections; 
(ii) minor improvements to educational 

and museum facilities; and 
(iii) other similar activities;

(B) activities designed to encourage the 

preservation of traditional maritime skills, 

including—
(i) building and operation of vessels of 

all sizes and types for educational pur-

poses; 
(ii) special skills such as wood carving, 

sail making, and rigging; 
(iii) traditional maritime art forms; and 
(iv) sail training;

(C) other educational activities relating to 

historic maritime resources, including—

(i) maritime educational waterborne-

experience programs in historic vessels or 

vessel reproductions; 
(ii) maritime archeological field schools; 

and 
(iii) educational programs on other as-

pects of maritime history;

(D) heritage programs focusing on mari-

time historic resources, including maritime 

heritage trails and corridors; or 
(E) the construction and use of reproduc-

tions of historic maritime resources for edu-

cational purposes, if a historic maritime re-

source no longer exists or would be damaged 

or consumed through direct use.

(c) GRANTS FOR MARITIME HERITAGE PRESERVA-

TION PROJECTS.—
(1) GRANTS TO STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

OFFICERS.—The Secretary, acting through the 

National Maritime Initiative of the Service 

and subject to paragraph (2), and the avail-

ability of amounts for that purpose under sec-

tion 308704(b)(1)(A) of this title, shall make 

grants to State Historic Preservation Officers 

for maritime heritage preservation projects. 
(2) USE OF GRANTS.—Amounts received by a 

State Historic Preservation Officer as a grant 

under this subsection shall be used by the Offi-

cer to carry out, or to make subgrants to local 

governments and private nonprofit organiza-

tions to carry out, projects that have been ap-

proved by the Secretary under subsection (f) 

for the preservation of historic maritime re-

sources through—
(A) identification of historic maritime re-

sources, including underwater archeological 

sites; 
(B) acquisition of historic maritime re-

sources for the purposes of preservation; 
(C) repair, restoration, stabilization, main-

tenance, or other capital improvements to 

historic maritime resources, in accordance 

with standards prescribed by the Secretary; 

and 
(D) research, recording (through drawings, 

photographs, or otherwise), planning 

(through feasibility studies, architectural 

and engineering services, or otherwise), and 

other services carried out as part of a preser-

vation program for historic maritime re-

sources.

(d) CRITERIA FOR DIRECT GRANT AND SUBGRANT 

ELIGIBILITY.—To qualify for a subgrant from the 

National Trust under subsection (b), or a direct 

grant to or a subgrant from a State Historic 

Preservation Officer under subsection (c), a per-

son shall—
(1) demonstrate that the project for which 

the direct grant or subgrant will be used has 

the potential for reaching a broad audience 

with an effective educational program based 

on American maritime history, technology, or 

the role of maritime endeavors in American 

culture; 
(2) match the amount of the direct grant or 

subgrant, on a 1-to-1 basis, with non-Federal 

assets from non-Federal sources, which may 

include cash or donated services fairly valued 

as determined by the Secretary; 
(3) maintain records as may be reasonably 

necessary to fully disclose—
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(A) the amount and the disposition of the 

proceeds of the direct grant or subgrant; 
(B) the total cost of the project for which 

the direct grant or subgrant is made; and 
(C) other records as may be required by the 

Secretary, including such records as will fa-

cilitate an effective accounting for project 

funds;

(4) provide access to the Secretary for the 

purposes of any required audit and examina-

tion of any records of the person; and 
(5) be a unit of State or local government, or 

a private nonprofit organization.

(e) PROCEDURES, TERMS, AND CONDITIONS.—
(1) APPLICATION PROCEDURES.—An applica-

tion for a subgrant under subsection (b), or a 

direct grant or subgrant under subsection (c), 

shall be submitted under procedures pre-

scribed by the Secretary. 
(2) TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—A person may 

not receive a subgrant under subsection (b), or 

a direct grant or subgrant under subsection 

(c), unless the person agrees to assume, after 

completion of the project for which the direct 

grant or subgrant is awarded, the total cost of 

the continued maintenance, repair, and ad-

ministration of any property for which the 

subgrant will be used in a manner satisfactory 

to the Secretary.

(f) ALLOCATION OF, AND LIMITATION ON, GRANT 

FUNDING.—
(1) ALLOCATION.—To the extent feasible, the 

Secretary shall ensure that the amount made 

available under subsection (b) for maritime 

heritage education projects is equal to the 

amount made available under subsection (c) 

for maritime heritage preservation projects. 
(2) LIMITATION.—The amount provided by the 

Secretary in a fiscal year as grants under this 

section for projects relating to historic mari-

time resources owned or operated by the Fed-

eral Government shall not exceed 40 percent of 

the total amount available for the fiscal year 

for grants under this section.

(g) PUBLICATION OF DIRECT GRANT AND 

SUBGRANT INFORMATION.—The Secretary shall 

publish annually in the Federal Register and 

otherwise as the Secretary considers appro-

priate—
(1) a solicitation of applications for direct 

grants and subgrants under this section; 
(2) a list of priorities for the making of those 

direct grants and subgrants; 
(3) a single deadline for the submission of ap-

plications for those direct grants and sub-

grants; and 
(4) other relevant information.

(h) DIRECT GRANT AND SUBGRANT ADMINISTRA-

TION.—
(1) RESPONSIBILITY.—

(A) NATIONAL TRUST.—The National Trust 

is responsible for administering subgrants 

for maritime heritage education projects 

under subsection (b). 
(B) SECRETARY.—The Secretary is respon-

sible for administering direct grants for 

maritime heritage preservation projects 

under subsection (c). 
(C) STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFI-

CERS.—State Historic Preservation Officers 

are responsible for administering subgrants 

for maritime heritage preservation projects 

under subsection (c).

(2) ACTIONS.—The appropriate responsible 

party under paragraph (1) shall administer di-

rect grants or subgrants by—
(A) publicizing the Program to prospective 

grantees, subgrantees, and the public at 

large, in cooperation with the Service, the 

Maritime Administration, and other appro-

priate government agencies and private in-

stitutions; 
(B) answering inquiries from the public, 

including providing information on the Pro-

gram as requested; 
(C) distributing direct grant and subgrant 

applications; 
(D) receiving direct grant and subgrant ap-

plications and ensuring their completeness; 
(E) keeping records of all direct grant and 

subgrant awards and expenditures of funds; 
(F) monitoring progress of projects carried 

out with direct grants and subgrants; and 
(G) providing to the Secretary such 

progress reports as may be required by the 

Secretary.

(i) ASSISTANCE OF MARITIME PRESERVATION OR-

GANIZATIONS.—The Secretary, the National 

Trust, and the State Historic Preservation Offi-

cers may, individually or jointly, enter into co-

operative agreements with any private nonprofit 

organization with appropriate expertise in mari-

time preservation issues, or other qualified mar-

itime preservation organizations, to assist in 

the administration of the Program. 
(j) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—The Secretary shall 

submit to the Committee on Commerce, 

Science, and Transportation of the Senate, the 

Committee on Energy and Natural Resources of 

the Senate, the Committee on Natural Re-

sources of the House of Representatives, the 

Committee on Armed Services of the House of 

Representatives, and the Committee on Trans-

portation and Infrastructure of the House of 

Representatives an annual report on the Pro-

gram, including—
(1) the total number of grant applications 

submitted and approved under the Program in 

the period covered by the report; 
(2) a detailed description of each project 

funded under the Program in the period cov-

ered by the report; 
(3) the results or accomplishments of each 

such project; and 
(4) recommended priorities for achieving the 

policy set forth in section 308701 of this title. 

(Pub. L. 113–287, § 3, Dec. 19, 2014, 128 Stat. 3238; 

Pub. L. 114–328, div. C, title XXXV, § 3507(b), (c), 

Dec. 23, 2016, 130 Stat. 2778.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

308703 ......... 16 U.S.C. 5403. Pub. L. 103–451, § 4, Nov. 2, 
1994, 108 Stat. 4770. 

The text of 16 U.S.C. 5403(j) is omitted as obsolete. 
In subsection (a), the text of 16 U.S.C. 5403(a)(3) is 

omitted as obsolete. 
In subsections (b)(1) and (c)(1), the references are to 

paragraph (2) to correct errors in the source provisions. 
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In subsection (d)(4), the word ‘‘records’’ is substituted 

for ‘‘books, documents, papers, and records’’ to elimi-

nate unnecessary words. 
In subsection (f), the text of 16 U.S.C. 5403(f)(1) is 

omitted as obsolete. 
In subsection (g), the text of 16 U.S.C. 5403(g)(2) is 

omitted as obsolete. 
In subsection (h)(2), the text of 16 U.S.C. 5403(h)(5) 

and (6) is omitted as obsolete.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2016—Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 114–328, § 3507(b), sub-

stituted ‘‘under section 308704(b)(1)(A)’’ for ‘‘under sec-

tion 308704(b)(1)(B)’’. 
Subsec. (j). Pub. L. 114–328, § 3507(c)(1), in introduc-

tory provisions, substituted ‘‘the Committee on Com-

merce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate, the 

Committee on Energy and Natural Resources of the 

Senate, the Committee on Natural Resources of the 

House of Representatives, the Committee on Armed 

Services of the House of Representatives, and the Com-

mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure of the 

House of Representatives’’ for ‘‘Congress’’. 
Subsec. (j)(1). Pub. L. 114–328, § 3507(c)(3), added par. 

(1). Former par. (1) redesignated (2). 
Subsec. (j)(2). Pub. L. 114–328, § 3507(c)(2), (4), redesig-

nated par. (1) as (2) and inserted ‘‘detailed’’ before ‘‘de-

scription’’. Former par. (2) redesignated (3). 
Subsec. (j)(3), (4). Pub. L. 114–328, § 3507(c)(2), redesig-

nated pars. (2) and (3) as (3) and (4), respectively. 

§ 308704. Funding 

(a) AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS FROM SALE AND 

SCRAPPING OF OBSOLETE VESSELS.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any other 

provision of law, the amount of funds credited 

in a fiscal year to the Vessel Operations Re-

volving Fund established by section 50301(a) of 

title 46 that is attributable to the sale of obso-

lete vessels in the National Defense Reserve 

Fleet that are scrapped or sold under section 

57102, 57103, or 57104 of title 46 shall be avail-

able until expended as follows: 
(A) Fifty percent shall be available to the 

Administrator of the Maritime Administra-

tion for such acquisition, maintenance, re-

pair, reconditioning, or improvement of ves-

sels in the National Defense Reserve Fleet as 

is authorized under other Federal law. 
(B) Twenty five percent shall be available 

to the Administrator of the Maritime Ad-

ministration for the payment or reimburse-

ment of expenses incurred by or on behalf of 

State maritime academies or the United 

States Merchant Marine Academy for facil-

ity and training ship maintenance, repair, 

and modernization, and for the purchase of 

simulators and fuel. 
(C) The remainder shall be available to the 

Secretary to carry out the Program, as pro-

vided in subsection (b).

(2) APPLICABILITY.—Paragraph (1) does not 

apply to amounts credited to the Vessel Oper-

ations Revolving Fund before July 1, 1994.

(b) USE OF AMOUNTS FOR PROGRAM.—
(1) ALLOCATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (B) and paragraph (2), of the 

amounts available each fiscal year for the 

Program under subsection (a)(1)(C)—
(i) 50 percent shall be used for grants 

under section 308703(b); and 

(ii) 50 percent shall be used for grants 

under section 308703(c).

(B) SET ASIDE.—
(i) IN GENERAL.—Not less than 25 percent 

of the amounts available each fiscal year 

for the Program under subsection (a)(1)(C) 

shall be used for the preservation and pres-

entation to the public of the maritime her-

itage property of the Maritime Adminis-

tration. 
(ii) DIRECT TRANSFERS.—The Secretary 

may provide amounts used for the preser-

vation and presentation to the public of 

the maritime heritage property of the 

Maritime Administration through direct 

transfers to the Maritime Administration. 
(iii) WAIVER.—The Maritime Adminis-

trator may waive the application of clause 

(i) for any fiscal year.

(2) ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES.—
(A) IN GENERAL.—Not more than 15 percent 

or $500,000, whichever is less, of the amount 

available for the Program under subsection 

(a)(1)(C) for a fiscal year may be used for ex-

penses of administering the Program. 
(B) ALLOCATION.—Of the amount available 

under subparagraph (A) for a fiscal year—
(i) one half shall be allocated to the Na-

tional Trust for expenses incurred in ad-

ministering grants under section 308703(b) 

of this title; and 
(ii) one half shall be allocated as appro-

priate by the Secretary to the Service and 

participating State Historic Preservation 

Officers.

(c) DISPOSAL OF VESSELS.—
(1) REQUIREMENT.—The Secretary of Trans-

portation shall dispose (by sale or by purchase 

of disposal services) of all vessels described in 

paragraph (2)—
(A) in accordance with a priority system 

for disposing of vessels, as determined by the 

Secretary, that shall include provisions re-

quiring the Maritime Administration to—
(i) dispose of all deteriorated high pri-

ority ships that are available for disposal 

within 12 months of their designation as 

available for disposal; and 
(ii) give priority to the disposition of 

those vessels that pose the most signifi-

cant danger to the environment or cost the 

most to maintain;

(B) in the manner that provides the best 

value to the Federal Government, except in 

any case in which obtaining the best value 

would require towing a vessel and the towing 

poses a serious threat to the environment; 

and 
(C) in accordance with the plan of the De-

partment of Transportation for disposal of 

those vessels and requirements under sec-

tions 57102 to 57104 of title 46.

(2) DESCRIPTION OF VESSELS.—The vessels re-

ferred to in paragraph (1) are the vessels in the 

National Defense Reserve Fleet after July 1, 

1994, that—
(A) are not assigned to the Ready Reserve 

Force component of the National Defense 

Reserve Fleet; and 
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