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with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards 

for the Treatment of Historic Properties under 

part 68 of title 36, Code of Federal Regulations 

(or successor regulations). 
(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There 

is authorized to be appropriated to the Sec-

retary to provide grants under this section 

$1,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2020 through 

2028. 

(Added Pub. L. 116–94, div. P, title VII, § 703(a), 

Dec. 20, 2019, 133 Stat. 3196.)
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§ 308301. Definition 

In this chapter, the term ‘‘national network’’ 

means the National Underground Railroad Net-

work to Freedom established under section 

308302 of this title. 

(Pub. L. 113–287, § 3, Dec. 19, 2014, 128 Stat. 3234.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

308301 ......... no source. 

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

PURPOSES OF PUB. L. 105–203

Pub. L. 105–203, § 2(b), July 21, 1998, 112 Stat. 679, pro-

vided that: ‘‘The purposes of this Act [see 54 U.S.C. 

308301 et seq.] are the following: 
‘‘(1) To recognize the importance of the Under-

ground Railroad, the sacrifices made by those who 

used the Underground Railroad in search of freedom 

from tyranny and oppression, and the sacrifices made 

by the people who helped them. 
‘‘(2) To authorize the National Park Service to co-

ordinate and facilitate Federal and non-Federal ac-

tivities to commemorate, honor, and interpret the 

history of the Underground Railroad, its significance 

as a crucial element in the evolution of the national 

civil rights movement, and its relevance in fostering 

the spirit of racial harmony and national reconcili-

ation.’’

§ 308302. Program 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT; RESPONSIBILITIES OF SEC-

RETARY.—The Secretary shall establish in the 

Service the National Underground Railroad Net-

work to Freedom. Under the national network, 

the Secretary shall—
(1) produce and disseminate appropriate edu-

cational materials, such as handbooks, maps, 

interpretive guides, or electronic information; 
(2) enter into appropriate cooperative agree-

ments and memoranda of understanding to 

provide technical assistance under subsection 

(c); and 
(3) create and adopt an official, uniform 

symbol or device for the national network and 

issue regulations for its use.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The national network shall en-

compass the following elements: 

(1) All System units and programs of the 

Service determined by the Secretary to per-

tain to the Underground Railroad. 
(2) Other Federal, State, local, and privately 

owned properties pertaining to the Under-

ground Railroad that have a verifiable connec-

tion to the Underground Railroad and that are 

included on, or determined by the Secretary to 

be eligible for inclusion on, the National Reg-

ister of Historic Places. 
(3) Other governmental and nongovern-

mental facilities and programs of an edu-

cational, research, or interpretive nature that 

are directly related to the Underground Rail-

road.

(c) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS AND MEMORANDA 

OF UNDERSTANDING.—To achieve the purposes of 

this chapter and to ensure effective coordination 

of the Federal and non-Federal elements of the 

national network with System units and pro-

grams of the Service, the Secretary may enter 

into cooperative agreements and memoranda of 

understanding with, and provide technical as-

sistance—
(1) to the heads of other Federal agencies, 

States, localities, regional governmental bod-

ies, and private entities; and 
(2) in cooperation with the Secretary of 

State, to the governments of Canada, Mexico, 

and any appropriate country in the Caribbean. 

(Pub. L. 113–287, § 3, Dec. 19, 2014, 128 Stat. 3234.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

308302 ......... 16 U.S.C. 469l–1. Pub. L. 105–203, § 3, July 21, 
1998, 112 Stat. 679; Pub. L. 
110–229, title III, subtitle 
G, § 361(a)(1), May 8, 2008, 
122 Stat. 801. 

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘a program to be known 

as’’ are omitted as unnecessary. The words ‘‘national 

network’’ are substituted for ‘‘program’’ because of the 

definition of ‘‘national network’’ in section 308301 of 

this title and for consistency with subsections (b) and 

(c). 

§ 308303. Preservation and interpretation of Un-
derground Railroad history, historic sites, 
and structures 

(a) AUTHORITY TO MAKE GRANTS.—The Sec-

retary may make grants in accordance with this 

section for the preservation and restoration of 

historic buildings or structures associated with 

the Underground Railroad, and for related re-

search and documentation to sites, programs, or 

facilities that have been included in the na-

tional network. 
(b) GRANT CONDITIONS.—Any grant made under 

this section shall provide that—
(1) no change or alteration may be made in 

property for which the grant is used except 

with the agreement of the property owner and 

the Secretary; 
(2) the Secretary shall have the right of ac-

cess at reasonable times to the public portions 

of the property for interpretive and other pur-

poses; and 
(3) conversion, use, or disposal of the prop-

erty for purposes contrary to the purposes of 

this chapter, as determined by the Secretary, 
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