
Page 98TITLE 54—NATIONAL PARK SERVICE AND RELATED PROGRAMS§ 300301

liaison officer for historic preservation for the State or 

territory involved, locate, inventory, and nominate to 

the Secretary of the Interior all sites, buildings, dis-

tricts, and objects under their jurisdiction or control 

that appear to qualify for listing on the National Reg-

ister of Historic Places. 
(b) exercise caution during the interim period until 

inventories and evaluations required by subsection (a) 

are completed to assure that any federally owned prop-

erty that might qualify for nomination is not inadvert-

ently transferred, sold, demolished or substantially al-

tered. The agency head shall refer any questionable ac-

tions to the Secretary of the Interior for an opinion re-

specting the property’s eligibility for inclusion on the 

National Register of Historic Places. The Secretary 

shall consult with the liaison officer for historic preser-

vation for the State or territory involved in arriving at 

his opinion. Where, after a reasonable period in which 

to review and evaluate the property, the Secretary de-

termines that the property is likely to meet the cri-

teria prescribed for listing on the National Register of 

Historic Places, the Federal agency head shall recon-

sider the proposal in light of national environmental 

and preservation policy. Where, after such reconsider-

ation, the Federal agency head proposes to transfer, 

sell, demolish or substantially alter the property he 

shall not act with respect to the property until the Ad-

visory Council on Historic Preservation shall have been 

provided an opportunity to comment on the proposal. 
(c) initiate measures to assure that where as a result 

of Federal action or assistance a property listed on the 

National Register of Historic Places is to be substan-

tially altered or demolished, timely steps be taken to 

make or have made records, including measured draw-

ings, photographs and maps, of the property, and that 

copy of such records then be deposited in the Library 

of Congress as part of the Historic American Buildings 

Survey or Historic American Engineering Record for 

future use and reference. Agencies may call on the De-

partment of the Interior for advice and technical as-

sistance in the completion of the above records. 
(d) initiate measures and procedures to provide for 

the maintenance, through preservation, rehabilitation, 

or restoration, of federally owned and registered sites 

at professional standards prescribed by the Secretary of 

the Interior. 
(e) submit procedures required pursuant to subsection 

(d) to the Secretary of the Interior and to the Advisory 

Council on Historic Preservation no later than January 

1, 1972, and annually thereafter, for review and com-

ment. 
(f) cooperate with purchasers and transferees of a 

property listed on the National Register of Historic 

Places in the development of viable plans to use such 

property in a manner compatible with preservation ob-

jectives and which does not result in an unreasonable 

economic burden to public or private interests. 
SEC. 3. Responsibilities of the Secretary of the Interior. 

The Secretary of the Interior shall: 
(a) encourage State and local historic preservation 

officials to evaluate and survey federally owned his-

toric properties and, where appropriate, to nominate 

such properties for listing on the National Register of 

Historic Places. 
(b) develop criteria and procedures to be applied by 

Federal agencies in the reviews and nominations re-

quired by section 2(a). Such criteria and procedures 

shall be developed in consultation with the affected 

agencies. 
(c) expedite action upon nominations to the National 

Register of Historic Places concerning federally owned 

properties proposed for sale, transfer, demolition or 

substantial alteration. 
(d) encourage State and Territorial liaison officers 

for historic preservation to furnish information upon 

request to Federal agencies regarding their properties 

which have been evaluated with respect to historic, ar-

chitectural or archaeological significance and which as 

a result of such evaluations have not been found suit-

able for listing on the National Register of Historic 

Places. 

(e) develop and make available to Federal agencies 

and State and local governments information con-

cerning professional methods and techniques for pre-

serving, improving, restoring and maintaining historic 

properties. 
(f) advise Federal agencies in the evaluation, identi-

fication, preservation, improvement, restoration and 

maintenance of historic properties. 
(g) review and evaluate the plans of transferees of 

surplus Federal properties transferred for historic 

monument purposes to assure that the historic char-

acter of such properties is preserved in rehabilitation, 

restoration, improvement, maintenance and repair of 

such properties. 
(h) review and comment upon Federal agency proce-

dures submitted pursuant to section 2(e) of this order. 

RICHARD NIXON. 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 13934

Ex. Ord. No. 13934, July 3, 2020, 85 F.R. 41165, as 

amended by Ex. Ord. No. 13978, §§ 3, 4, Jan. 18, 2021, 86 

F.R. 6810, 6811, which related to establishing the Inter-

agency Task Force for Building and Rebuilding Monu-

ments to American Heroes and a National Garden of 

American Heroes, was revoked by Ex. Ord. 14029, § 1, 

May 14, 2021, 86 F.R. 27025. 

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 13978

Ex. Ord. No. 13978, Jan. 18, 2021, 86 F.R. 6809, which re-

lated to construction of the National Garden of Amer-

ican Heroes, was revoked by Ex. Ord. 14029, § 1, May 14, 

2021, 86 F.R. 27025.
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§ 300301. Agency 

In this division, the term ‘‘agency’’ has the 

meaning given the term in section 551 of title 5. 

(Pub. L. 113–287, § 3, Dec. 19, 2014, 128 Stat. 3188.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

300301 ......... 16 U.S.C. 470w(1). Pub. L. 89–665, title III, 
§ 301(1), as added Pub. L. 
96–515, title V, § 501, Dec. 
12, 1980, 94 Stat. 3001; Pub. 
L. 102–575, title XL, 
§ 4019(a)(1), Oct. 30, 1992, 
106 Stat. 4763; Pub. L. 
106–208, § 5(a)(10), May 26, 
2000, 114 Stat. 319. 

§ 300302. Certified local government 

In this division, the term ‘‘certified local gov-

ernment’’ means a local government whose local 
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