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agement plans, relationship to other Federal agencies, 

private property and regulatory protections, evaluation 

and report, and authorization of appropriations. 

CONDITIONAL EXTENSION OF AUTHORITIES 

Pub. L. 113–291, div. B, title XXX, § 3052(a)(2), Dec. 19, 

2014, 128 Stat. 3802, which made most of the amend-

ments by section 3052(a)(1) of Pub. L. 113–291 applicable 

through Sept. 20, 2020, unless an evaluation and report 

regarding national heritage areas were completed, was 

repealed by Pub. L. 117–339, § 2(c), Jan. 5, 2023, 136 Stat. 

6163. 

§ 120103. National Heritage Area studies and des-
ignation 

(a) STUDIES.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the availability 

of appropriations, the Secretary may carry 

out or review a study to assess the suitability 

and feasibility of each proposed National Her-

itage Area for designation as a National Herit-

age Area. 
(2) PREPARATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—A study under paragraph 

(1) may be carried out—
(i) by the Secretary, in consultation with 

State and local historic preservation offi-

cers, State and local historical societies, 

State and local tourism offices, and other 

appropriate organizations and govern-

mental agencies; or 
(ii) by interested individuals or entities, 

if the Secretary certifies that the com-

pleted study meets the requirements of 

paragraph (3).

(B) CERTIFICATION.—Not later than 1 year 

after receiving a study carried out by inter-

ested individuals or entities under subpara-

graph (A)(ii), the Secretary shall review and 

certify whether the study meets the require-

ments of paragraph (3).

(3) REQUIREMENTS.—A study under paragraph 

(1) shall include analysis, documentation, and 

determinations on whether the proposed Na-

tional Heritage Area—
(A) has an assemblage of natural, historic, 

and cultural resources that—
(i) represent distinctive aspects of the 

heritage of the United States; 
(ii) are worthy of recognition, conserva-

tion, interpretation, and continuing use; 

and 
(iii) would be best managed—

(I) through partnerships among public 

and private entities; and 
(II) by linking diverse and sometimes 

noncontiguous resources and active com-

munities;

(B) reflects traditions, customs, beliefs, 

and folklife that are a valuable part of the 

story of the United States; 
(C) provides outstanding opportunities—

(i) to conserve natural, historic, cul-

tural, or scenic features; and 
(ii) for recreation and education;

(D) contains resources that—
(i) are important to any identified 

themes of the proposed National Heritage 

Area; and 
(ii) retain a degree of integrity capable 

of supporting interpretation;

(E) includes a diverse group of residents, 

business interests, nonprofit organizations, 

and State and local governments that—

(i) are involved in the planning of the 

proposed National Heritage Area; 

(ii) have developed a conceptual finan-

cial plan that outlines the roles of all par-

ticipants in the proposed National Herit-

age Area, including the Federal Govern-

ment; and 

(iii) have demonstrated significant sup-

port for the designation of the proposed 

National Heritage Area;

(F) has a potential management entity to 

work in partnership with the individuals and 

entities described in subparagraph (E) to de-

velop the proposed National Heritage Area 

while encouraging State and local economic 

activity; and 

(G) has a conceptual boundary map that is 

supported by the public.

(4) REPORT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—For each study carried 

out under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall 

submit to the Committee on Energy and 

Natural Resources of the Senate and the 

Committee on Natural Resources of the 

House of Representatives a report that de-

scribes—

(i) any correspondence received by the 

Secretary demonstrating support for, or 

opposition to, the establishment of the Na-

tional Heritage Area; 

(ii) the findings of the study; and 

(iii) any conclusions and recommenda-

tions of the Secretary.

(B) TIMING.—

(i) STUDIES CARRIED OUT BY THE SEC-

RETARY.—With respect to a study carried 

out by the Secretary in accordance with 

paragraph (2)(A)(i), the Secretary shall 

submit a report under subparagraph (A) 

not later than 3 years after the date on 

which funds are first made available to 

carry out the study. 

(ii) STUDIES CARRIED OUT BY OTHER INTER-

ESTED PARTIES.—With respect to a study 

carried out by interested individuals or en-

tities in accordance with paragraph 

(2)(A)(ii), the Secretary shall submit a re-

port under subparagraph (A) not later than 

180 days after the date on which the Sec-

retary certifies under paragraph (2)(B) 

that the study meets the requirements of 

paragraph (3).

(b) DESIGNATION.—An area shall be designated 

as a National Heritage Area only by an Act of 

Congress. 

(Added Pub. L. 117–339, § 2(a), Jan. 5, 2023, 136 

Stat. 6159.) 

§ 120104. Evaluation 

(a) IN GENERAL.—At reasonable and appro-

priate intervals, as determined by the Sec-

retary, the Secretary may—

(1) conduct an evaluation of the accomplish-

ments of a National Heritage Area in accord-

ance with subsection (b); and 
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