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casts a provisional ballot may access to dis-
cover whether the vote of that individual was 
counted, and, if the vote was not counted, the 
reason that the vote was not counted.

States described in section 20503(b) of this title 
may meet the requirements of this subsection 
using voter registration procedures established 
under applicable State law. The appropriate 
State or local official shall establish and main-
tain reasonable procedures necessary to protect 
the security, confidentiality, and integrity of 
personal information collected, stored, or other-
wise used by the free access system established 
under paragraph (5)(B). Access to information 
about an individual provisional ballot shall be 
restricted to the individual who cast the ballot. 

(b) Voting information requirements 

(1) Public posting on election day 

The appropriate State or local election offi-
cial shall cause voting information to be pub-
licly posted at each polling place on the day of 
each election for Federal office. 

(2) Voting information defined 

In this section, the term ‘‘voting informa-
tion’’ means—

(A) a sample version of the ballot that will 
be used for that election; 

(B) information regarding the date of the 
election and the hours during which polling 
places will be open; 

(C) instructions on how to vote, including 
how to cast a vote and how to cast a provi-
sional ballot; 

(D) instructions for mail-in registrants 
and first-time voters under section 21083(b) 
of this title; 

(E) general information on voting rights 
under applicable Federal and State laws, in-
cluding information on the right of an indi-
vidual to cast a provisional ballot and in-
structions on how to contact the appropriate 
officials if these rights are alleged to have 
been violated; and 

(F) general information on Federal and 
State laws regarding prohibitions on acts of 
fraud and misrepresentation. 

(c) Voters who vote after the polls close 

Any individual who votes in an election for 
Federal office as a result of a Federal or State 
court order or any other order extending the 
time established for closing the polls by a State 
law in effect 10 days before the date of that elec-
tion may only vote in that election by casting a 
provisional ballot under subsection (a). Any 
such ballot cast under the preceding sentence 
shall be separated and held apart from other 
provisional ballots cast by those not affected by 
the order. 

(d) Effective date for provisional voting and vot-
ing information 

Each State and jurisdiction shall be required 
to comply with the requirements of this section 
on and after January 1, 2004. 

(Pub. L. 107–252, title III, § 302, Oct. 29, 2002, 116 
Stat. 1706.)
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§ 21083. Computerized statewide voter registra-
tion list requirements and requirements for 
voters who register by mail 

(a) Computerized statewide voter registration 
list requirements 

(1) Implementation 

(A) In general 

Except as provided in subparagraph (B), 
each State, acting through the chief State 
election official, shall implement, in a uni-
form and nondiscriminatory manner, a sin-
gle, uniform, official, centralized, inter-
active computerized statewide voter reg-
istration list defined, maintained, and ad-
ministered at the State level that contains 
the name and registration information of 
every legally registered voter in the State 
and assigns a unique identifier to each le-
gally registered voter in the State (in this 
subsection referred to as the ‘‘computerized 
list’’), and includes the following: 

(i) The computerized list shall serve as 
the single system for storing and man-
aging the official list of registered voters 
throughout the State. 

(ii) The computerized list contains the 
name and registration information of 
every legally registered voter in the State. 

(iii) Under the computerized list, a 
unique identifier is assigned to each le-
gally registered voter in the State. 

(iv) The computerized list shall be co-
ordinated with other agency databases 
within the State. 

(v) Any election official in the State, in-
cluding any local election official, may ob-
tain immediate electronic access to the in-
formation contained in the computerized 
list. 

(vi) All voter registration information 
obtained by any local election official in 
the State shall be electronically entered 
into the computerized list on an expedited 
basis at the time the information is pro-
vided to the local official. 

(vii) The chief State election official 
shall provide such support as may be re-
quired so that local election officials are 
able to enter information as described in 
clause (vi). 

(viii) The computerized list shall serve 
as the official voter registration list for 
the conduct of all elections for Federal of-
fice in the State. 

(B) Exception 

The requirement under subparagraph (A) 
shall not apply to a State in which, under a 
State law in effect continuously on and after 
October 29, 2002, there is no voter registra-
tion requirement for individuals in the State 
with respect to elections for Federal office. 
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(2) Computerized list maintenance 

(A) In general 

The appropriate State or local election of-
ficial shall perform list maintenance with 
respect to the computerized list on a regular 
basis as follows: 

(i) If an individual is to be removed from 
the computerized list, such individual 
shall be removed in accordance with the 
provisions of the National Voter Registra-
tion Act of 1993 (42 U.S.C. 1973gg et seq.) 
[now 52 U.S.C. 20501 et seq.], including sub-
sections (a)(4), (c)(2), (d), and (e) of section 
8 of such Act (42 U.S.C. 1973gg–6) [now 52 
U.S.C. 20507]. 

(ii) For purposes of removing names of 
ineligible voters from the official list of el-
igible voters—

(I) under section 8(a)(3)(B) of such Act 
(42 U.S.C. 1973gg–6(a)(3)(B)) [now 52 
U.S.C. 20507(a)(3)(B)], the State shall co-
ordinate the computerized list with 
State agency records on felony status; 
and 

(II) by reason of the death of the reg-
istrant under section 8(a)(4)(A) of such 
Act (42 U.S.C. 1973gg–6(a)(4)(A)) [now 52 
U.S.C. 20507(a)(4)(A)], the State shall co-
ordinate the computerized list with 
State agency records on death.

(iii) Notwithstanding the preceding pro-
visions of this subparagraph, if a State is 
described in section 4(b) of the National 
Voter Registration Act of 1993 (42 U.S.C. 
1973gg–2(b)) [now 52 U.S.C. 20503(b)], that 
State shall remove the names of ineligible 
voters from the computerized list in ac-
cordance with State law. 

(B) Conduct 

The list maintenance performed under sub-
paragraph (A) shall be conducted in a man-
ner that ensures that—

(i) the name of each registered voter ap-
pears in the computerized list; 

(ii) only voters who are not registered or 
who are not eligible to vote are removed 
from the computerized list; and 

(iii) duplicate names are eliminated from 
the computerized list. 

(3) Technological security of computerized list 

The appropriate State or local official shall 
provide adequate technological security meas-
ures to prevent the unauthorized access to the 
computerized list established under this sec-
tion. 

(4) Minimum standard for accuracy of State 
voter registration records 

The State election system shall include pro-
visions to ensure that voter registration 
records in the State are accurate and are up-
dated regularly, including the following: 

(A) A system of file maintenance that 
makes a reasonable effort to remove reg-
istrants who are ineligible to vote from the 
official list of eligible voters. Under such 
system, consistent with the National Voter 
Registration Act of 1993 (42 U.S.C. 1973gg et 
seq.) [now 52 U.S.C. 20501 et seq.], registrants 

who have not responded to a notice and who 
have not voted in 2 consecutive general elec-
tions for Federal office shall be removed 
from the official list of eligible voters, ex-
cept that no registrant may be removed 
solely by reason of a failure to vote. 

(B) Safeguards to ensure that eligible vot-
ers are not removed in error from the offi-
cial list of eligible voters. 

(5) Verification of voter registration informa-
tion 

(A) Requiring provision of certain informa-
tion by applicants 

(i) In general 

Except as provided in clause (ii), not-
withstanding any other provision of law, 
an application for voter registration for an 
election for Federal office may not be ac-
cepted or processed by a State unless the 
application includes—

(I) in the case of an applicant who has 
been issued a current and valid driver’s 
license, the applicant’s driver’s license 
number; or 

(II) in the case of any other applicant 
(other than an applicant to whom clause 
(ii) applies), the last 4 digits of the appli-
cant’s social security number. 

(ii) Special rule for applicants without 
driver’s license or social security num-
ber 

If an applicant for voter registration for 
an election for Federal office has not been 
issued a current and valid driver’s license 
or a social security number, the State 
shall assign the applicant a number which 
will serve to identify the applicant for 
voter registration purposes. To the extent 
that the State has a computerized list in 
effect under this subsection and the list as-
signs unique identifying numbers to reg-
istrants, the number assigned under this 
clause shall be the unique identifying 
number assigned under the list. 

(iii) Determination of validity of numbers 
provided 

The State shall determine whether the 
information provided by an individual is 
sufficient to meet the requirements of this 
subparagraph, in accordance with State 
law. 

(B) Requirements for State officials 

(i) Sharing information in databases 

The chief State election official and the 
official responsible for the State motor ve-
hicle authority of a State shall enter into 
an agreement to match information in the 
database of the statewide voter registra-
tion system with information in the data-
base of the motor vehicle authority to the 
extent required to enable each such offi-
cial to verify the accuracy of the informa-
tion provided on applications for voter reg-
istration. 

(ii) Agreements with Commissioner of So-
cial Security 

The official responsible for the State 
motor vehicle authority shall enter into 
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1 See References in Text note below. 

an agreement with the Commissioner of 
Social Security under section 405(r)(8) 1 of 
title 42 (as added by subparagraph (C)). 

(C) Omitted 

(D) Special rule for certain States 

In the case of a State which is permitted 
to use social security numbers, and provides 
for the use of social security numbers, on ap-
plications for voter registration, in accord-
ance with section 7 of the Privacy Act of 1974 
(5 U.S.C. 552a note), the provisions of this 
paragraph shall be optional. 

(b) Requirements for voters who register by mail 

(1) In general 

Notwithstanding section 6(c) of the National 
Voter Registration Act of 1993 (42 U.S.C. 
1973gg–4(c)) [now 52 U.S.C. 20505(c)] and subject 
to paragraph (3), a State shall, in a uniform 
and nondiscriminatory manner, require an in-
dividual to meet the requirements of para-
graph (2) if—

(A) the individual registered to vote in a 
jurisdiction by mail; and 

(B)(i) the individual has not previously 
voted in an election for Federal office in the 
State; or 

(ii) the individual has not previously voted 
in such an election in the jurisdiction and 
the jurisdiction is located in a State that 
does not have a computerized list that com-
plies with the requirements of subsection 
(a). 

(2) Requirements 

(A) In general 

An individual meets the requirements of 
this paragraph if the individual—

(i) in the case of an individual who votes 
in person—

(I) presents to the appropriate State or 
local election official a current and valid 
photo identification; or 

(II) presents to the appropriate State 
or local election official a copy of a cur-
rent utility bill, bank statement, gov-
ernment check, paycheck, or other gov-
ernment document that shows the name 
and address of the voter; or

(ii) in the case of an individual who votes 
by mail, submits with the ballot—

(I) a copy of a current and valid photo 
identification; or 

(II) a copy of a current utility bill, 
bank statement, government check, pay-
check, or other government document 
that shows the name and address of the 
voter. 

(B) Fail-safe voting 

(i) In person 

An individual who desires to vote in per-
son, but who does not meet the require-
ments of subparagraph (A)(i), may cast a 
provisional ballot under section 21082(a) of 
this title. 

(ii) By mail 

An individual who desires to vote by 
mail but who does not meet the require-

ments of subparagraph (A)(ii) may cast 
such a ballot by mail and the ballot shall 
be counted as a provisional ballot in ac-
cordance with section 21082(a) of this title. 

(3) Inapplicability 

Paragraph (1) shall not apply in the case of 
a person—

(A) who registers to vote by mail under 
section 6 of the National Voter Registration 
Act of 1993 (42 U.S.C. 1973gg–4) [now 52 U.S.C. 
20505] and submits as part of such registra-
tion either—

(i) a copy of a current and valid photo 
identification; or 

(ii) a copy of a current utility bill, bank 
statement, government check, paycheck, 
or government document that shows the 
name and address of the voter;

(B)(i) who registers to vote by mail under 
section 6 of the National Voter Registration 
Act of 1993 (42 U.S.C. 1973gg–4) [now 52 U.S.C. 
20505] and submits with such registration ei-
ther—

(I) a driver’s license number; or 
(II) at least the last 4 digits of the indi-

vidual’s social security number; and

(ii) with respect to whom a State or local 
election official matches the information 
submitted under clause (i) with an existing 
State identification record bearing the same 
number, name and date of birth as provided 
in such registration; or 

(C) who is—
(i) entitled to vote by absentee ballot 

under the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens 
Absentee Voting Act [52 U.S.C. 20301 et 
seq.]; 

(ii) provided the right to vote otherwise 
than in person under section 
20102(b)(2)(B)(ii) of this title; or 

(iii) entitled to vote otherwise than in 
person under any other Federal law. 

(4) Contents of mail-in registration form 

(A) In general 

The mail voter registration form devel-
oped under section 6 of the National Voter 
Registration Act of 1993 (42 U.S.C. 1973gg–4) 
[now 52 U.S.C. 20505] shall include the fol-
lowing: 

(i) The question ‘‘Are you a citizen of the 
United States of America?’’ and boxes for 
the applicant to check to indicate whether 
the applicant is or is not a citizen of the 
United States. 

(ii) The question ‘‘Will you be 18 years of 
age on or before election day?’’ and boxes 
for the applicant to check to indicate 
whether or not the applicant will be 18 
years of age or older on election day. 

(iii) The statement ‘‘If you checked ‘no’ 
in response to either of these questions, do 
not complete this form.’’. 

(iv) A statement informing the indi-
vidual that if the form is submitted by 
mail and the individual is registering for 
the first time, the appropriate information 
required under this section must be sub-
mitted with the mail-in registration form 
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in order to avoid the additional identifica-
tion requirements upon voting for the first 
time. 

(B) Incomplete forms 

If an applicant for voter registration fails 
to answer the question included on the mail 
voter registration form pursuant to subpara-
graph (A)(i), the registrar shall notify the 
applicant of the failure and provide the ap-
plicant with an opportunity to complete the 
form in a timely manner to allow for the 
completion of the registration form prior to 
the next election for Federal office (subject 
to State law). 

(5) Construction 

Nothing in this subsection shall be con-
strued to require a State that was not required 
to comply with a provision of the National 
Voter Registration Act of 1993 (42 U.S.C. 1973gg 
et seq.) [now 52 U.S.C. 20501 et seq.] before Oc-
tober 29, 2002, to comply with such a provision 
after October 29, 2002. 

(c) Permitted use of last 4 digits of social secu-
rity numbers 

The last 4 digits of a social security number 
described in subsections (a)(5)(A)(i)(II) and 
(b)(3)(B)(i)(II) shall not be considered to be a so-
cial security number for purposes of section 7 of 
the Privacy Act of 1974 (5 U.S.C. 552a note). 

(d) Effective date 

(1) Computerized statewide voter registration 
list requirements 

(A) In general 

Except as provided in subparagraph (B), 
each State and jurisdiction shall be required 
to comply with the requirements of sub-
section (a) on and after January 1, 2004. 

(B) Waiver 

If a State or jurisdiction certifies to the 
Commission not later than January 1, 2004, 
that the State or jurisdiction will not meet 
the deadline described in subparagraph (A) 
for good cause and includes in the certifi-
cation the reasons for the failure to meet 
such deadline, subparagraph (A) shall apply 
to the State or jurisdiction as if the ref-
erence in such subparagraph to ‘‘January 1, 
2004’’ were a reference to ‘‘January 1, 2006’’. 

(2) Requirement for voters who register by 
mail 

(A) In general 

Each State and jurisdiction shall be re-
quired to comply with the requirements of 
subsection (b) on and after January 1, 2004, 
and shall be prepared to receive registration 
materials submitted by individuals described 
in subparagraph (B) on and after the date de-
scribed in such subparagraph. 

(B) Applicability with respect to individuals 

The provisions of subsection (b) shall 
apply to any individual who registers to vote 
on or after January 1, 2003. 

(Pub. L. 107–252, title III, § 303, Oct. 29, 2002, 116 
Stat. 1708.)
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§ 21083a. Access for congressional election ob-
servers 

(a) Finding of constitutional authority 

Congress finds that, regardless of legislative 
action, it has the authority to send congres-
sional election observers to observe polling loca-
tions, any location where processing, scanning, 
tabulating, canvassing, recounting, auditing, or 
certifying voting results is occurring, or any 
other part of the process associated with elec-
tions for Federal office under the authorities 
granted under article 1, section 5, clause 1 and 
article 1, section 4, clause 1 of the Constitution 
of the United States. Procedures described here-
in do not establish any new authorities or proce-
dures with respect to Congress’ constitutional 
authority to observe congressional elections but 
are provided simply to permit a convenient stat-
utory reference for existing congressional au-
thority and activity. 

(b) Requiring States to provide access for observ-
ers 

(1) Requirement 

A State shall provide each individual who is 
acting as a designated congressional election 
observer for an election for Federal office with 
full access to clearly observe all elements of 
election administration procedures, including, 
but not limited to, access to any area in which 
a ballot is cast, processed, scanned, tabulated, 
canvassed, recounted, audited, or certified, in-
cluding during pre- and post-election proce-
dures. 

(2) Restrictions on activities of observers 

No designated congressional election ob-
server may handle a ballot or election equip-
ment (whether voting or nonvoting or whether 
tabulating or nontabulating), advocate for any 
position or candidate, take any action to re-
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