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(1) INVESTIGATION.—Investigate the incident. 
(2) CAUSE.—Determine the cause of the inci-

dent. 
(3) CONTRIBUTING FACTORS.—Identify all con-

tributing factors to the cause of the incident. 
(4) RECOMMENDATIONS.—Make recommenda-

tions for corrective actions. 
(5) ADDITIONAL FINDINGS OR RECOMMENDA-

TIONS.—Provide any additional findings or rec-

ommendations deemed by the Commission to 

be important, whether or not they are related 

to the specific incident under investigation. 
(6) REPORT.—Prepare a report to Congress, 

the President, and the public. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3432.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

70703 .......... 42 U.S.C. 16843. Pub. L. 109–155, title VIII, 
§ 823, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2941. 

§ 70704. Composition of Commission 

(a) NUMBER OF COMMISSIONERS.—A Commission 

established pursuant to this chapter shall con-

sist of 15 members. 
(b) SELECTION.—The members of a Commission 

shall be chosen in the following manner: 
(1) APPOINTMENT BY PRESIDENT.—The Presi-

dent shall appoint the members, and shall des-

ignate the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the 

Commission from among its members. 
(2) LISTS PROVIDED BY LEADERS OF CON-

GRESS.—The majority leader of the Senate, the 

minority leader of the Senate, the Speaker of 

the House of Representatives, and the minor-

ity leader of the House of Representatives 

shall each provide to the President a list of 

candidates for membership on the Commis-

sion. The President may select one of the can-

didates from each of the 4 lists for membership 

on the Commission. 
(3) PROHIBITION REGARDING FEDERAL OFFICERS 

AND EMPLOYEES AND MEMBERS OF CONGRESS.—

No officer or employee of the Federal Govern-

ment or Member of Congress shall serve as a 

member of the Commission. 
(4) PROHIBITION REGARDING CONTRACTORS.—

No member of the Commission shall have, or 

have pending, a contractual relationship with 

the Administration. 
(5) PROHIBITION REGARDING CONFLICT OF IN-

TEREST.—The President shall not appoint any 

individual as a member of a Commission under 

this section who has a current or former rela-

tionship with the Administrator that the 

President determines would constitute a con-

flict of interest. 
(6) EXPERIENCE.—To the extent practicable, 

the President shall ensure that the members 

of the Commission include some individuals 

with experience relative to human carrying 

spacecraft, as well as some individuals with 

investigative experience and some individuals 

with legal experience. 
(7) DIVERSITY.—To the extent practicable, 

the President shall seek diversity in the mem-

bership of the Commission.

(c) DEADLINE FOR APPOINTMENT.—All members 

of a Commission established under this chapter 

shall be appointed no later than 30 days after 

the incident. 
(d) INITIAL MEETING.—A Commission shall 

meet and begin operations as soon as prac-

ticable. 
(e) SUBSEQUENT MEETINGS.—After its initial 

meeting, a Commission shall meet upon the call 

of the Chairman or a majority of its members. 
(f) QUORUM.—Eight members of a Commission 

shall constitute a quorum. 
(g) VACANCIES.—Any vacancy in a Commission 

shall not affect its powers, but shall be filled in 

the same manner in which the original appoint-

ment was made. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3433.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

70704(a) ...... 42 U.S.C. 16844(a). Pub. L. 109–155, title VIII, 
§ 824, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2942. 

70704(b) ...... 42 U.S.C. 16844(b). 
70704(c) ...... 42 U.S.C. 16844(c). 
70704(d) ...... 42 U.S.C. 16844(d). 
70704(e) ...... 42 U.S.C. 16844(e) 

(1st sentence). 
70704(f) ....... 42 U.S.C. 16844(e) (2d 

sentence). 
70704(g) ...... 42 U.S.C. 16844(e) 

(last sentence). 

§ 70705. Powers of Commission 

(a) HEARINGS AND EVIDENCE.—A Commission 

or, on the authority of the Commission, any sub-

committee or member thereof, may, for the pur-

pose of carrying out this chapter—
(1) hold such hearings and sit and act at such 

times and places, take such testimony, receive 

such evidence, administer such oaths; and 
(2) require, by subpoena or otherwise, the at-

tendance and testimony of such witnesses and 

the production of such books, records, cor-

respondence, memoranda, papers, and docu-

ments,

as the Commission or such designated sub-

committee or member may determine advisable. 
(b) CONTRACTING.—A Commission may, to such 

extent and in such amounts as are provided in 

appropriation Acts, enter into contracts to en-

able the Commission to discharge its duties 

under this chapter. 
(c) INFORMATION FROM FEDERAL AGENCIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—A Commission may secure 

directly from any executive department, bu-

reau, agency, board, commission, office, inde-

pendent establishment, or instrumentality of 

the Government, information, suggestions, es-

timates, and statistics for the purposes of this 

chapter. Each department, bureau, agency, 

board, commission, office, independent estab-

lishment, or instrumentality shall, to the ex-

tent authorized by law, furnish such informa-

tion, suggestions, estimates, and statistics di-

rectly to the Commission, upon request made 

by the Chairman, the chairman of any sub-

committee created by a majority of the Com-

mission, or any member designated by a ma-

jority of the Commission. 
(2) RECEIPT, HANDLING, STORAGE, AND DIS-

SEMINATION.—Information shall only be re-

ceived, handled, stored, and disseminated by 

members of the Commission and its staff con-
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sistent with all applicable statutes, regula-

tions, and Executive orders.

(d) ASSISTANCE FROM FEDERAL AGENCIES.—
(1) GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION.—The 

Administrator of General Services shall pro-

vide to a Commission on a reimbursable basis 

administrative support and other services for 

the performance of the Commission’s tasks. 
(2) OTHER DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES.—In 

addition to the assistance prescribed in para-

graph (1), departments and agencies of the 

United States may provide to the Commission 

such services, funds, facilities, staff, and other 

support services as they may determine advis-

able and as may be authorized by law. 
(3) ADMINISTRATION ENGINEERING AND SAFETY 

CENTER.—The Administration Engineering and 

Safety Center shall provide data and technical 

support as requested by the Commission. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3433.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

70705 .......... 42 U.S.C. 16845. Pub. L. 109–155, title VIII, 
§ 825, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2942. 

§ 70706. Public meetings, information, and hear-
ings 

(a) PUBLIC MEETINGS AND RELEASE OF PUBLIC 

VERSIONS OF REPORTS.—A Commission shall—
(1) hold public hearings and meetings to the 

extent appropriate; and 
(2) release public versions of the reports re-

quired under this chapter.

(b) PUBLIC HEARINGS.—Any public hearings of 

a Commission shall be conducted in a manner 

consistent with the protection of information 

provided to or developed for or by the Commis-

sion as required by any applicable statute, regu-

lation, or Executive order. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3434.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

70706 .......... 42 U.S.C. 16846. Pub. L. 109–155, title VIII, 
§ 826, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2943. 

§ 70707. Staff of Commission 

(a) APPOINTMENT AND COMPENSATION.—The 

Chairman, in consultation with the Vice Chair-

man, in accordance with rules agreed upon by a 

Commission, may appoint and fix the compensa-

tion of a staff director and such other personnel 

as may be necessary to enable the Commission 

to carry out its functions. 
(b) DETAILEES.—Any Federal Government em-

ployee, except for an employee of the Adminis-

tration, may be detailed to a Commission with-

out reimbursement from the Commission, and 

such detailee shall retain the rights, status, and 

privileges of his or her regular employment 

without interruption. 
(c) CONSULTANT SERVICES.—A Commission 

may procure the services of experts and consult-

ants in accordance with section 3109 of title 5, 

but at rates not to exceed the daily equivalent 

of the annual rate of basic pay in effect for posi-

tions at level IV of the Executive Schedule 

under section 5315 of title 5. An expert or con-

sultant whose services are procured under this 

subsection shall disclose any contract or asso-

ciation the expert or consultant has with the 

Administration or any Administration con-

tractor. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3435.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

70707 .......... 42 U.S.C. 16847. Pub. L. 109–155, title VIII, 
§ 827, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2943. 

In subsection (c), in the 1st sentence, the words ‘‘the 

daily equivalent of the annual rate of basic pay in ef-

fect for positions at level IV of the Executive Schedule 

under section 5315 of title 5’’ are substituted for ‘‘the 

daily rate paid a person occupying a position at level 

IV of the Executive Schedule under section 5315 of title 

5’’ for consistency in title 51. 
In subsection (c), in the last sentence, the words ‘‘the 

expert or consultant’’ are substituted for ‘‘it’’ for clar-

ity. 

§ 70708. Compensation and travel expenses 

(a) COMPENSATION.—Each member of a Com-

mission may be compensated at a rate not to ex-

ceed the daily equivalent of the annual rate of 

basic pay in effect for positions at level IV of 

the Executive Schedule under section 5315 of 

title 5 for each day during which that member is 

engaged in the actual performance of the duties 

of the Commission. 
(b) TRAVEL EXPENSES.—While away from their 

homes or regular places of business in the per-

formance of services for the Commission, mem-

bers of a Commission shall be allowed travel ex-

penses, including per diem in lieu of subsistence, 

in the same manner as persons employed inter-

mittently in the Government service are al-

lowed expenses under section 5703 of title 5. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3435.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

70708 .......... 42 U.S.C. 16848. Pub. L. 109–155, title VIII, 
§ 828, Dec. 30, 2005, 119 
Stat. 2944. 

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘at a rate not to exceed 

the daily equivalent of the annual rate’’ for ‘‘at not to 

exceed the daily equivalent of the annual rate’’ for con-

sistency in title 51. 
In subsection (b), the words ‘‘section 5703 of title 5’’ 

are substituted for ‘‘section 5703(b) of title 5’’ to correct 

an error in the law. Section 5703 of title 5, United 

States Code, does not contain a subsection (b). 

§ 70709. Security clearances for Commission 
members and staff 

The appropriate Federal agencies or depart-

ments shall cooperate with a Commission in ex-

peditiously providing to the Commission mem-

bers and staff appropriate security clearances to 

the extent possible pursuant to existing proce-

dures and requirements. No person shall be pro-

vided with access to classified information 
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