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this chapter, a contractor, subcontractor, or customer
of the licensee or transferee, or a contractor or subcon-
tractor of a customer, but not against a space flight
participant,”.

Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 114-90, §103(a)(2)(B), added par.
3.

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 114-90, §102(d), substituted ‘Sep-
tember 30, 2025’ for ‘‘December 31, 2016°".

2014—Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 113-76 substituted ‘‘Decem-
ber 31, 2016” for ‘‘December 31, 2013"".

2013—Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 112-273 substituted ‘‘Decem-
ber 31, 2013’ for ‘‘December 31, 2012°.

2010—Pub. L. 111-314, §4(d)(2), (3)(O), successively re-
numbered section 70113 of title 49 and section 70113 of
this title as this section.

Subsec. (a)(1)(A). Pub. L. 111-314, §4(d)(5)(Q), sub-
stituted ‘“‘section 50914(a)(1)(A)”’ for ‘‘section
70112(a)(1)(A)”.

Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 111-314, §4(d)(5)(R), substituted
“‘section 50914(a)(1)(A)” for ‘‘section 70112(a)(1)(A)”’ and
“section 50914(a)(1)”’ for ‘‘section 70112(a)(1)”.

2009—Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 111-125 substituted ‘‘Decem-
ber 31, 2012.” for ‘“‘December 31, 2009.”’

2004—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 108-492, §2(c)(22), inserted
“but not against a space flight participant,” after
‘“subcontractor of a customer,”’.

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 108-492, §2(c)(23), inserted at end
“This section does not apply to permits.”

Pub. L. 108-428 substituted ‘‘December 31, 2009’ for
“December 31, 2004"’.

2000—Subsec. (e)(1)(A). Pub. L. 106-405, §6(a),
stituted <20 > for <19 .

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 106-405, §5(b), substituted ‘‘De-
cember 31, 2004’ for ‘‘December 31, 2001”°.

Pub. L. 106-377 substituted ‘‘December 31, 2001” for
“December 31, 2000"".

1999—Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 106-74 substituted ‘‘Decem-
ber 31, 2000 for ‘‘December 31, 1999.

1998—Subsecs. (a)(1), (d)(1), (2). Pub. L. 105-303 in-
serted ‘‘or reentry’’ after ‘‘one launch’.

1996—Subsec. (e)(6)(D). Pub. L. 104-287 substituted
“related to a resolution” for ‘‘related to resolution”.
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Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2000 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 106-405, §6(b), Nov. 1, 2000, 114 Stat. 1752, pro-
vided that: ‘“The amendment made by subsection (a)
[amending this section] takes effect on January 1,
2000.”

§50916. Disclosing information

The Secretary of Transportation, an officer or
employee of the United States Government, or a
person making a contract with the Secretary
under section 50907(b) of this title may disclose
information under this chapter that qualifies for
an exemption under section 552(b)(4) of title 5 or
is designated as confidential by the person or
head of the executive agency providing the in-
formation only if the Secretary decides with-
holding the information is contrary to the pub-
lic or national interest.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 1340,
§70114 of title 49; renumbered §70114 then §50916
of title 51 and amended Pub. L. 111-314, §4(d)(2),
3)(P), (5)(S), Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3440-3442.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

gggtif:g Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
70114 .......... 49 App.:2608(c). Oct. 30, 1984, Pub. L. 98-575,
§9(c), 98 Stat. 3059.

The words ‘‘data or’” are omitted as surplus. The
words ‘‘the head of”’ and ‘‘executive’’ are added for con-

TITLE 51—NATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL SPACE PROGRAMS

§50917

sistency in the revised title and with other titles of the
United States Code.

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

2010—Pub. L. 111-314, §4(d)(5)(S), substituted ‘‘section
50907(b)”’ for ‘‘section 70106(b)”’.

Pub. L. 111-314, §4(d)(2), (3)(P), successively renum-
bered section 70114 of title 49 and section 70114 of this
title as this section.

§50917. Enforcement and penalty

(a) PROHIBITIONS.—A person may not violate
this chapter, a regulation prescribed under this
chapter, or any term of a license issued or trans-
ferred under this chapter.

(b) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—(1) In carrying out
this chapter, the Secretary of Transportation
may—

(A) conduct investigations and inquiries;
(B) administer oaths;

(C) take affidavits; and

(D) under lawful process—

(i) enter at a reasonable time a launch
site, reentry site, production facility, assem-
bly site of a launch vehicle or reentry vehi-
cle, crew or space flight participant training
site, or site at which a payload is integrated
with a launch vehicle or reentry vehicle to
inspect an object to which this chapter ap-
plies or a record or report the Secretary re-
quires be made or kept under this chapter;
and

(ii) seize the object, record, or report when
there is probable cause to believe the object,
record, or report was used, is being used, or
likely will be used in violation of this chap-
ter.

(2) The Secretary may delegate a duty or
power under this chapter related to enforcement
to an officer or employee of another executive
agency with the consent of the head of the agen-
cy.

(¢) CiviL PENALTY.—(1) After notice and an op-
portunity for a hearing on the record, a person
the Secretary finds to have violated subsection
(a) of this section is liable to the United States
Government for a civil penalty of not more than
$100,000. A separate violation occurs for each day
the violation continues.

(2) In conducting a hearing under paragraph (1)
of this subsection, the Secretary may—

(A) subpena witnesses and records; and
(B) enforce a subpena in an appropriate dis-
trict court of the United States.

(3) The Secretary shall impose the civil pen-
alty by written notice. The Secretary may com-
promise or remit a penalty imposed, or that
may be imposed, under this section.

(4) The Secretary shall recover a civil penalty
not paid after the penalty is final or after a
court enters a final judgment for the Secretary.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 1341,
§70115 of title 49; Pub. L. 105-303, title I,
§102(a)(14), Oct. 28, 1998, 112 Stat. 2850; Pub. L.
108-492, §2(c)(24), Dec. 23, 2004, 118 Stat. 3981; re-
numbered §70115 then §50917 of title 51, Pub. L.
111-314, §4(d)(2), (3)(Q), Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat.
3440, 3441.)
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