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engineering community in the program au-
thorized by this subchapter; and

(3) make all results of the program author-
ized by this subchapter available to the appro-
priate regulatory agencies and provide for the
widest practicable dissemination of such re-
sults.

(Pub. L. 111-314, §3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3354.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised

Section Source (U.S. Code)

Source (Statutes at Large)

42 U.S.C. 2483. Pub. L. 85-568, title IV, §403,
as added Pub. L. 94-39, §8,

June 19, 1975, 89 Stat. 222.

§20164. International cooperation

In carrying out the provisions of this sub-
chapter, the Administration, subject to the di-
rection of the President and after consultation
with the Secretary of State, shall make every
effort to enlist the support and cooperation of
appropriate scientists and engineers of other
countries and international organizations.

(Pub. L. 111-314, §3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3355.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

gﬁgfffg Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
20164 .......... 42 U.8.0. 2484, Pub. L. 85-568, title IV, §404,

as added Pub. L. 94-39, §8,
June 19, 1975, 89 Stat. 223.
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§20301. General responsibilities

(a) PROGRAMS.—The Administrator shall en-
sure that the Administration carries out a bal-
anced set of programs that shall include, at a
minimum, programs in—

(1) human space flight, in accordance with
section 20302 of this title;

(2) aeronautics research and development;
and

(3) scientific research, which shall include,
at a minimum—

(A) robotic missions to study the Moon
and other planets and their moons, and to
deepen understanding of astronomy, astro-
physics, and other areas of science that can
be productively studied from space;

(B) Earth science research and research on
the Sun-Earth connection through the devel-
opment and operation of research satellites
and other means;

(C) support of university research in space
science, Earth science, and microgravity
science; and

(D) research on microgravity, including re-
search that is not directly related to human
exploration.

(b) CONSULTATION AND COORDINATION.—In car-
rying out the programs of the Administration,
the Administrator shall—
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(1) consult and coordinate to the extent ap-
propriate with other relevant Federal agen-
cies, including through the National Science
and Technology Council;

(2) work closely with the private sector, in-
cluding by—

(A) encouraging the work of entrepreneurs
who are seeking to develop new means to
launch satellites, crew, or cargo;

(B) contracting with the private sector for
crew and cargo services, including to the
International Space Station, to the extent
practicable;

(C) using commercially available products
(including software) and services to the ex-
tent practicable to support all Administra-
tion activities; and

(D) encouraging commercial use and devel-
opment of space to the greatest extent prac-
ticable; and

(3) involve other nations to the extent ap-
propriate.

(Pub. L. 111-314, §3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3355.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised
Section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
20301 .......... 42 U.S.C. 16611(a). Pub. L. 109-155, title I,
§101(a), Dec. 30, 2005, 119
Stat. 2897.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

IMPROVED PROCESS FOR YIELD DETERMINATION;
REPORT; DEFINITIONS

Pub. L. 118-31, div. A, title XVI, §1601(b)-(d), Dec. 22,
2023, 137 Stat. 583, provided that:

“(b) IMPROVED PROCESS FOR YIELD DETERMINATION.—
Not later than one year after the date of the enactment
of this Act [Dec. 22, 2023], the Secretary of Defense, the
Secretary of Transportation, and the Administrator of
the National Aeronautics and Space Administration
shall jointly establish a process through which scientif-
ically-valid yield determinations can be assessed for
space launch vehicles while in flight.

‘“(c) REPORT.—Not later than 90 days after the com-
pletion of the LOX-Methane Assessment working group
process, the Secretary of Defense, the Secretary of
Transportation, and the Administrator of the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration shall submit to
the appropriate congressional committees a report that
includes a description of the effects of the LOX-Meth-
ane Assessment on existing and future maximum cred-
ible event analyses and any resulting effects on com-
mercial space launch, civil space activities, and na-
tional security.

‘(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘“(1) The term ‘appropriate congressional commit-
tees’ means the following:

““(A) The congressional defense committees [Com-
mittees on Armed Services and Appropriations of
the Senate and the House of Representatives].

“(B) The Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate.

“(C) The Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology of the House of Representatives.

‘(D) The Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives.

“(2) The term ‘LOX-Methane Assessment working
group’ means the ongoing interagency working group
studying the explosive characteristics of liquid oxy-
gen and methane and comprised of representatives
from the Department of Defense, the Department of
Transportation, and the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration.
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