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§ 4108. Fee limitation for representing claimants; 
penalties 

No remuneration on account of services ren-
dered or to be rendered to or on behalf of any 
claimant in connection with any claim filed 
with the administering agency under this sub-
chapter shall exceed 10 per centum (or such less-
er per centum as may be fixed by the admin-
istering agency with respect to any class of 
claims) of the amount allowed by the admin-
istering agency on account of such claim. Any 
agreement to the contrary shall be unlawful and 
void. Whoever, in the United States or else-
where, pays or offers to pay, or promises, to pay, 
or receives, on account of services rendered or to 
be rendered in connection with any such claim, 
any remuneration in excess of the maximum 
permitted by this section, shall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction 
thereof, shall be fined not more than $5,000 or 
imprisoned not more than twelve months, or 
both, and, if any such payment shall have been 
made or granted, the administering agency shall 
take such action as may be necessary to recover 
the same, and, in addition thereto any such 
claimant shall forfeit all rights under this sub-
chapter. 

(July 3, 1948, ch. 826, title I, § 10, 62 Stat. 1246; 
Pub. L. 87–846, title I, § 102, Oct. 22, 1962, 76 Stat. 
1107.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This subchapter, referred to in text, was in the origi-

nal ‘‘this title’’, meaning title I of act July 3, 1948, ch. 

826, 62 Stat. 1240, which is classified principally to this 

subchapter. For complete classification of title I to the 

Code, see Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 2009 of the 

former Appendix to this title prior to editorial reclassi-

fication and renumbering as this section. 

AMENDMENTS 

1962—Pub. L. 87–846 made technical amendment to 

reference in original act which appears in text in two 

places as reference to this subchapter.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For provisions transferring Foreign Claims Settle-

ment Commission of the United States to Department 

of Justice, as a separate agency, see section 1622a et 

seq. of Title 22, Foreign Relations and Intercourse.

Executive Documents 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

War Claims Commission, including offices of its 

members, abolished and functions transferred to For-

eign Claims Settlement Commission of the United 

States by Reorg. Plan No. 1 of 1954, §§ 2, 4, eff. July 1, 

1954, 19 F.R. 3985, 68 Stat. 1279, set out in the Appendix 

to Title 5, Government Organization and Employees. 

See, also, section 4101 of this title and notes there-

under. 

§ 4109. Hearings on claims; finality of decision 

The Commission shall notify all claimants of 
the approval or denial of their claims, and, if ap-

proved, shall notify such claimants of the 
amount for which such claims are approved. Any 
claimant whose claim is denied, or is approved 
for less than the full allowable amount of such 
claim, shall be entitled, under such regulations 
as the Commission may prescribe, to a hearing 
before the Commission or its representatives 
with respect to such claim. Upon such hearing, 
the Commission may affirm, modify, or revise 
its former action with respect to such claim, in-
cluding a denial or reduction in the amount 
theretofore allowed with respect to such claim. 
The action of the Commission in allowing or de-
nying any claim under this subchapter shall be 
final and conclusive on all questions of law and 
fact and not subject to review by any other offi-
cial of the United States or by any court by 
mandamus or otherwise, and the Comptroller 
General is authorized and directed to allow cred-
it in the accounts of any certifying or disbursing 
officer for payments in accordance with such ac-
tion. 

(July 3, 1948, ch. 826, title I, § 11, 62 Stat. 1246; 
Pub. L. 87–846, title I, § 102, Oct. 22, 1962, 76 Stat. 
1107.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This subchapter, referred to in text, was in the origi-

nal ‘‘this title’’, meaning title I of act July 3, 1948, ch. 

826, 62 Stat. 1240, which is classified principally to this 

subchapter. For complete classification of title I to the 

Code, see Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 2010 of the 

former Appendix to this title prior to editorial reclassi-

fication and renumbering as this section. 

AMENDMENTS 

1962—Pub. L. 87–846 made technical amendment to 

reference in original act which appears in text as ref-

erence to this subchapter.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For provisions transferring Foreign Claims Settle-

ment Commission of the United States to Department 

of Justice, as a separate agency, see section 1622a et 

seq. of Title 22, Foreign Relations and Intercourse.

Executive Documents 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

War Claims Commission, including offices of its 

members, abolished and functions transferred to For-

eign Claims Settlement Commission of the United 

States by 68 Reorg. Plan No. 1 of 1954, §§ 2, 4, eff. July 

1, 1954, 19 F.R. 3985, 68 Stat. 1279, set out in the Appen-

dix to Title 5, Government Organization and Employ-

ees. See, also, section 4101 of this title and notes there-

under. 

§ 4110. War Claims Fund 

(a) Composition; expenditure 

There is hereby created on the books of the 
Treasury of the United States a trust fund to be 
known as the War Claims Fund. The War Claims 
Fund shall consist of all sums covered into the 
Treasury pursuant to the provisions of section 
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4336 of this title. The moneys in such fund shall 
be available for expenditure only as provided in 
this chapter or as may be provided hereafter by 
the Congress. 

(b) Estimation and certification to Treasury of 
total amount necessary under section 4104(f) 

Before August 1, 1956, the Secretary of Labor 
shall estimate and report to the President the 
total amount which will be required to pay all 
benefits payable by reason of section 4104(f) of 
this title. If the President approves the amount 
so estimated as reasonably accurate, the total 
amount so estimated and approved shall be cer-
tified to the Secretary of the Treasury; if the 
President does not so approve he shall deter-
mine such amount, and the amount so deter-
mined shall be certified to the Secretary of the 
Treasury. Such certification shall be made on or 
before September 1, 1956. The Secretary of the 
Treasury shall then transfer from the War 
Claims Fund to the general fund of the Treasury 
a sum equal to the total amount certified to him 
under this subsection. 

(c) Estimation and certification to Treasury of 
total amount necessary under section 4103(c) 

Before August 1, 1956, the Secretary of Labor 
shall estimate and report to the President the 
total amount which will be required to pay all 
additional benefits payable as a result of the en-
actment of section 4103(c) of this title. If the 
President approves the amount so estimated as 
reasonably accurate, the total amount so esti-
mated and approved shall be certified to the 
Secretary of the Treasury; if the President does 
not so approve, he shall determine such amount, 
and the amount so determined shall be certified 
to the Secretary of the Treasury. Such certifi-
cation shall be made on or before September 1, 
1956. The Secretary of the Treasury shall then 
transfer from the War Claims Fund to the gen-
eral fund of the Treasury a sum equal to the 
total amount certified to him under this sub-
section. 

(d) Certification to Treasury of total canceled ob-
ligations under section 4103(b)(1) 

On or before August 1, 1956, the Secretary of 
State is authorized and directed to certify to the 
Secretary of the Treasury the total amount of 
all obligations canceled pursuant to the provi-
sions of section 4103(b)(1) of this title. The Sec-
retary of the Treasury shall transfer from the 
war claims fund to the general fund of the 
Treasury an amount equal to the total amount 
so certified. 

(e) Authorization of appropriations for Commis-
sion’s work 

There are hereby authorized to be appro-
priated, out of any money in the war claims 
fund, such sums as may be necessary to enable 
the Commission to carry out its functions under 
this subchapter. 

(July 3, 1948, ch. 826, title I, § 13, 62 Stat. 1247; 
1950 Reorg. Plan No. 19, § 1, eff. May 24, 1950, 15 
F.R. 3178, 64 Stat. 1271; Aug. 31, 1954, ch. 1162, 
title I, § 104, 68 Stat. 1036; Pub. L. 87–846, title I, 
§ 102, Oct. 22, 1962, 76 Stat. 1107.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in subsec. (a), was in the 

original ‘‘this Act’’, meaning act July 3, 1948, ch. 826, 62 

Stat. 1240, known as the War Claims Act of 1948, which 

is classified principally to this chapter. For complete 

classification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title 

note set out under section 4101 of this title and Tables. 

Section 4103(c) of this title, referred to in subsec. (c), 

was in the original ‘‘section 4(c) of this title’’, meaning 

section 4(c) of title I of act July 3, 1948, ch. 826, which 

amended section 1702 of Title 42, The Public Health and 

Welfare, and was classified to section 4103(c) of this 

title and omitted from the Code. 

This subchapter, referred to in subsec. (e), was in the 

original ‘‘this title’’, meaning title I of act July 3, 1948, 

ch. 826, 62 Stat. 1240, which is classified principally to 

this subchapter. For complete classification of title I 

to the Code, see Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 2012 of the 

former Appendix to this title prior to editorial reclassi-

fication and renumbering as this section. 

AMENDMENTS 

1962—Subsecs. (b) to (e). Pub. L. 87–846 made technical 

amendment to reference in original act which appears 

in text of subsec. (b) as reference to section 4104(f) of 

this title, in subsec. (c) as reference to section 4103(c) 

of this title, in subsec. (d) as reference to section 

4103(b)(1) of this title, and in subsec. (e) as reference to 

this subchapter. 

1954—Subsec. (b). Act Aug. 31, 1954, § 104(a), provided 

that President may approve or disapprove of Secretary 

of Labor’s estimate, and if he disapproves he shall esti-

mate total amount of claims under section 4104(f) of 

this title, and provided that all transfers which are to 

be made from the War Claims Fund to the Treasury 

general fund shall be made before Aug. 1, 1956. 

Subsec. (c). Act Aug. 31, 1954, § 104(a), provided that 

President may approve or disapprove Secretary of La-

bor’s estimate, and if he disapproves he shall estimate 

total amount of claims under section 4103(c) of this 

title, and provided that all transfers which are to be 

made from War Claims Fund to Treasury general fund 

shall be made before Aug. 1, 1956. 

Subsec. (d). Act Aug. 31, 1954, § 104(b), inserted ‘‘on or 

before August 1, 1956’’ before ‘‘Secretary of State’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For provisions transferring Foreign Claims Settle-

ment Commission of the United States to Department 

of Justice, as a separate agency, see section 1622a et 

seq. of Title 22, Foreign Relations and Intercourse.

Executive Documents 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

‘‘Secretary of Labor’’ substituted for ‘‘Federal Secu-

rity Administrator’’ in subsecs. (b) and (c) pursuant to 

Reorg. Plan No. 19 of 1950, § 1, eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 

3178, 64 Stat. 1271, which transferred functions of Fed-

eral Security Administrator and Federal Security 

Agency under this section to Secretary of Labor with 

power to delegate and was set out in the Appendix to 

Title 5, Government Organization and Employees, prior 

to repeal by Pub. L. 89–554, §8(a), Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 

662. See section 8145 of Title 5, Government Organiza-

tion and Employees. 

War Claims Commission, including offices of its 

members, abolished and functions transferred to For-

eign Claims Settlement Commission of the United 

States by Reorg. Plan No. 1 of 1954, §§ 2, 4, eff. July 1, 

1954, 19 F.R. 3985, 68 Stat. 1279, set out in the Appendix 
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to Title 5, Government Organization and Employees. 

See, also, section 4101 of this title and notes there-

under. 

§ 4111. Payments to certain members of religious 
orders 

In any case in which any money is payable as 
a result of the enactment of this subchapter to 
any person who is prevented from accepting 
such money by the rules, regulations, or cus-
toms of the church or the religious order or or-
ganization of which he is a member, such money 
shall be paid, upon the request of such person, to 
such church or to such religious order or organi-
zation. 

(July 3, 1948, ch. 826, title I, § 14, 62 Stat. 1247; 
Pub. L. 87–846, title I, § 102, Oct. 22, 1962, 76 Stat. 
1107.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This subchapter, referred to in text, was in the origi-

nal ‘‘this title’’, meaning title I of act July 3, 1948, ch. 

826, 62 Stat. 1240, which is classified principally to this 

subchapter. For complete classification of title I to the 

Code, see Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 2013 of the 

former Appendix to this title prior to editorial reclassi-

fication and renumbering as this section. 

AMENDMENTS 

1962—Pub. L. 87–846 made technical amendment to 

reference in original act which appears in text as ref-

erence to this subchapter.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For provisions transferring Foreign Claims Settle-

ment Commission of the United States to Department 

of Justice, as a separate agency, see section 1622a et 

seq. of Title 22, Foreign Relations and Intercourse.

Executive Documents 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

War Claims Commission, including offices of its 

members, abolished and functions of Commission and 

of members, officers, and employees thereof transferred 

to Foreign Claims Settlement Commission of the 

United States by Reorg. Plan No. 1 of 1954, §§ 2, 4, eff. 

July 1, 1954, 19 F.R. 3985, 68 Stat. 1279, set out in the Ap-

pendix to Title 5, Government Organization and Em-

ployees. See, also, section 4101 of this title and notes 

thereunder. 

§ 4112. United States citizens serving in allied 
forces 

(a) Right to compensation 

The Commission is authorized to receive and 
to determine, according to law, the amount and 
validity, and provide for the payment of any 
claim for compensation filed by or on behalf of 
any individual who, being then an American cit-
izen, served in the military or naval forces of 
any government allied with the United States 
during World War II who was held as a prisoner 
of war for any period of time subsequent to De-
cember 7, 1941, by any government of any nation 
with which such allied government has been at 

war subsequent to such date. Compensation 
shall be payable under this section in accord-
ance with the standards established by, and at 
the rates prescribed in, subsection (b) of section 
4105 of this title, and paragraphs (2) and (3) of 
subsection (d) of such section 4105. 

(b) Deductions 

The amount payable under this section shall 
be reduced by such sum as the individual enti-
tled to compensation under this section has re-
ceived or is entitled to receive from any govern-
ment by reason of the same detention. 

(c) Payments on death 

In the event of death of the individual entitled 
to compensation under this section, payment 
may be made to the persons specified in para-
graph (4) of subsection (d) of section 4105 of this 
title. 

(d) Filing date for claims 

Claims for benefits under this section must be 
filed within one year after August 31, 1954. 

(e) Certification of claim for payment 

Any claim allowed under the provisions of this 
section shall be certified to the Secretary of the 
Treasury for payment out of the War Claims 
Fund established by section 4110 of this title. 

(July 3, 1948, ch. 826, title I, § 15, as added Aug. 
31, 1954, ch. 1162, title I, § 103, 68 Stat. 1034; 
amended Pub. L. 87–846, title I, § 102, Oct. 22, 1962, 
76 Stat. 1107.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 2014 of the 

former Appendix to this title prior to editorial reclassi-

fication and renumbering as this section. 

AMENDMENTS 

1962—Pub. L. 87–846 made technical amendment to 

reference in original act which appears in text of sub-

secs. (a) and (c) as reference to section 4105 of this title 

and in subsec. (e) as reference to section 4110 of this 

title.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For provisions transferring Foreign Claims Settle-

ment Commission of the United States to Department 

of Justice, as a separate agency, see section 1622a et 

seq. of Title 22, Foreign Relations and Intercourse. 

§ 4113. Detention benefits to merchant seamen 

(a) ‘‘Merchant seaman’’ defined 

As used in this section, the term ‘‘merchant 
seaman’’ means any individual who was em-
ployed as a seaman or crew member on any ves-
sel registered under the laws of the United 
States, or under the laws of any government 
friendly to the United States during World War 
II, and who was a citizen of the United States on 
and after December 7, 1941, to the date of his 
death or the date of filing claim under this sec-
tion; except any such individual who is entitled 
to, or who has received, benefits under section 
4104 of this title as a ‘‘civilian American cit-
izen’’. 

(b) Determination of claim; rate of payment 

The Commission is authorized to receive and 
determine, according to law, the amount and va-
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