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units of any or all Reserve components of the Armed 

Forces of the United States and retired personnel of the 

Regular Armed Forces: Provided, that so much of the 

authority of the President under the said section 21, as 

amended [this section], as relates to any Reserve com-

ponent of the United States Coast Guard or to retired 

personnel of the Regular Coast Guard is hereby dele-

gated to the Secretary of Homeland Security. 
The Secretary of Defense is hereby authorized to re-

delegate, subject to such conditions as the Secretary 

may deem appropriate, to the Secretaries of the Army, 

Navy, and Air Force such functions under this order as 

affect their respective services. 

§ 3820. Procedural rights 

(a) It is hereby declared to be the purpose of 
this section to guarantee to each registrant as-
serting a claim before a local or appeal board, a 
fair hearing consistent with the informal and 
expeditious processing which is required by se-
lective service cases. 

(b) Pursuant to such rules and regulations as 
the President may prescribe—

(1) Each registrant shall be afforded the oppor-
tunity to appear in person before the local or 
any appeal board of the Selective Service Sys-
tem to testify and present evidence regarding 
his status. 

(2) Subject to reasonable limitations on the 
number of witnesses and the total time allotted 
to each registrant, each registrant shall have 
the right to present witnesses on his behalf be-
fore the local board. 

(3) A quorum of any local board or appeal 
board shall be present during the registrant’s 
personal appearance. 

(4) In the event of a decision adverse to the 
claim of a registrant, the local or appeal board 
making such decision shall, upon request, fur-
nish to such registrant a brief written statement 
of the reasons for its decision. 

(June 24, 1948, ch. 625, title I, § 22, as added Pub. 
L. 92–129, title I, § 101(a)(36), Sept. 28, 1971, 85 
Stat. 353.)
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