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(ii) toward that end, should be required 
to consult with the Merit Systems Protec-
tion Board before issuing any such regula-
tions.

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—Any regulations under 
this section which relate to any matters with-
in the purview of chapter 77—

(A) shall be issued only after consultation 
with the Merit Systems Protection Board; 

(B) shall ensure the availability of proce-
dures which shall—

(i) be consistent with requirements of 
due process; and 

(ii) provide, to the maximum extent 
practicable, for the expeditious handling of 
any matters involving the Department; 
and

(C) shall modify procedures under chapter 
77 only insofar as such modifications are de-
signed to further the fair, efficient, and ex-
peditious resolution of matters involving the 
employees of the Department.

(g) PROVISIONS RELATING TO LABOR-MANAGE-
MENT RELATIONS.—Nothing in this section shall 
be construed as conferring authority on the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security to modify any of 
the provisions of section 842 of the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002. 

(h) SUNSET PROVISION.—Effective 5 years after 
the conclusion of the transition period defined 
under section 1501 of the Homeland Security Act 
of 2002, all authority to issue regulations under 
this section (including regulations which would 
modify, supersede, or terminate any regulations 
previously issued under this section) shall cease 
to be available. 

(Added Pub. L. 107–296, title VIII, § 841(a)(2), Nov. 
25, 2002, 116 Stat. 2230.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 842 of the Homeland Security Act of 2002, re-
ferred to in subsec. (g), is classified to section 412 of 
Title 6, Domestic Security. 

Section 1501 of the Homeland Security Act of 2002, re-
ferred to in subsec. (h), is classified to section 541 of 
Title 6, Domestic Security.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective 60 days after Nov. 25, 2002, see sec-
tion 4 of Pub. L. 107–296, set out as a note under section 
101 of Title 6, Domestic Security. 

ALLOWANCES AND BENEFITS FOR PERSONNEL ABROAD 

Pub. L. 111–83, title V, § 546, Oct. 28, 2009, 123 Stat. 
2177, provided that: ‘‘For fiscal year 2010 and thereafter, 
the Secretary [of Homeland Security] may provide to 
personnel appointed or assigned to serve abroad, allow-
ances and benefits similar to those provided under 
chapter 9 of title I of the Foreign Service Act of 1990 
[1980] (22 U.S.C. 4081 et seq.).’’

CHAPTER 98—NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND 
SPACE ADMINISTRATION 

Sec. 

9801. Definitions. 
9802. Planning, notification, and reporting require-

ments. 

Sec. 

9803. Restrictions. 
9804. Recruitment, redesignation, and relocation 

bonuses. 
9805. Retention bonuses. 
9806. Term appointments. 
9807. Pay authority for critical positions. 
9808. Assignments of intergovernmental personnel. 
9809. Science and technology scholarship program. 
9810. Distinguished scholar appointment authority. 
9811. Travel and transportation expenses of certain 

new appointees. 
9812. Annual leave enhancements. 
9813. Limited appointments to Senior Executive 

Service positions. 
9814. Qualifications pay. 
9815. Reporting requirement. 

§ 9801. Definitions 

For purposes of this chapter—
(1) the term ‘‘Administration’’ means the 

National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion; 

(2) the term ‘‘Administrator’’ means the Ad-
ministrator of the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration; 

(3) the term ‘‘critical need’’ means a specific 
and important safety, management, engineer-
ing, science, research, or operations require-
ment of the Administration’s mission that the 
Administration is unable to fulfill because the 
Administration lacks the appropriate employ-
ees because—

(A) of the inability to fill positions; or 
(B) employees do not possess the requisite 

skills;

(4) the term ‘‘employee’’ means an indi-
vidual employed in or under the Administra-
tion; 

(5) the term ‘‘workforce plan’’ means the 
plan required under section 9802(a); 

(6) the term ‘‘appropriate committees of 
Congress’’ means—

(A) the Committees on Government Re-
form, Science, and Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives; and 

(B) the Committees on Governmental Af-
fairs, Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation, and Appropriations of the Senate;

(7) the term ‘‘redesignation bonus’’ means a 
bonus under section 9804 paid to an individual 
described in subsection (a)(2) thereof; 

(8) the term ‘‘supervisor’’ has the meaning 
given such term by section 7103(a)(10); and 

(9) the term ‘‘management official’’ has the 
meaning given such term by section 
7103(a)(11). 

(Added Pub. L. 108–201, § 3(a), Feb. 24, 2004, 118 
Stat. 461.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Government Reform of House of Rep-
resentatives changed to Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform of House of Representatives by 
House Resolution No. 6, One Hundred Tenth Congress, 
Jan. 5, 2007. Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform of House of Representatives changed to Com-
mittee on Oversight and Reform of House of Represent-
atives by House Resolution No. 6, One Hundred Six-
teenth Congress, Jan. 9, 2019. Committee on Oversight 
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and Reform of House of Representatives changed to 
Committee on Oversight and Accountability of House 
of Representatives by House Resolution No. 5, One Hun-
dred Eighteenth Congress, Jan. 9, 2023. 

Committee on Science of House of Representatives 
changed to Committee on Science and Technology of 
House of Representatives by House Resolution No. 6, 
One Hundred Tenth Congress, Jan. 5, 2007. Committee 
on Science and Technology of House of Representatives 
changed to Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology of House of Representatives by House Resolu-
tion No. 5, One Hundred Twelfth Congress, Jan. 5, 2011. 

Committee on Governmental Affairs of Senate 
changed to Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs of Senate, effective Jan. 4, 2005, by 
Senate Resolution No. 445, One Hundred Eighth Con-
gress, Oct. 9, 2004. 

§ 9802. Planning, notification, and reporting re-
quirements 

(a) Not later than 90 days before exercising 
any of the workforce authorities made available 
under this chapter, the Administrator shall sub-
mit a written plan to the appropriate commit-
tees of Congress. Such plan shall be approved by 
the Office of Personnel Management. 

(b) A workforce plan shall include a descrip-
tion of—

(1) each critical need of the Administration 
and the criteria used in the identification of 
that need; 

(2)(A) the functions, approximate number, 
and classes or other categories of positions or 
employees that—

(i) address critical needs; and 
(ii) would be eligible for each authority 

proposed to be exercised under this chapter; 
and

(B) how the exercise of those authorities 
with respect to the eligible positions or em-
ployees involved would address each critical 
need identified under paragraph (1); 

(3)(A) any critical need identified under 
paragraph (1) which would not be addressed by 
the authorities made available under this 
chapter; and 

(B) the reasons why those needs would not 
be so addressed; 

(4) the specific criteria to be used in deter-
mining which individuals may receive the ben-
efits described under sections 9804 and 9805 (in-
cluding the criteria for granting bonuses in 
the absence of a critical need), and how the 
level of those benefits will be determined; 

(5) the safeguards or other measures that 
will be applied to ensure that this chapter is 
carried out in a manner consistent with merit 
system principles; 

(6) the means by which employees will be af-
forded the notification required under sub-
sections (c) and (d)(1)(B); 

(7) the methods that will be used to deter-
mine if the authorities exercised under this 
chapter have successfully addressed each crit-
ical need identified under paragraph (1); 

(8)(A) the recruitment methods used by the 
Administration before the enactment of this 
chapter to recruit highly qualified individuals; 
and 

(B) the changes the Administration will im-
plement after the enactment of this chapter in 
order to improve its recruitment of highly 

qualified individuals, including how it intends 
to use—

(i) nongovernmental recruitment or place-
ment agencies; and 

(ii) Internet technologies; and

(9) any workforce-related reforms required 
to resolve the findings and recommendations 
of the Columbia Accident Investigation Board, 
the extent to which those recommendations 
were accepted, and, if necessary, the reasons 
why any of those recommendations were not 
accepted.

(c) Not later than 60 days before first exer-
cising any of the workforce authorities made 
available under this chapter, the Administrator 
shall provide to all employees the workforce 
plan and any additional information which the 
Administrator considers appropriate. 

(d)(1)(A) The Administrator may from time to 
time modify the workforce plan. Any modifica-
tion to the workforce plan shall be submitted to 
the Office of Personnel Management for ap-
proval by the Office before the modification may 
be implemented. 

(B) Not later than 60 days before imple-
menting any such modifications, the Adminis-
trator shall provide an appropriately modified 
plan to all employees of the Administration and 
to the appropriate committees of Congress. 

(2) Any reference in this chapter or any other 
provision of law to the workforce plan shall be 
considered to include any modification made in 
accordance with this subsection. 

(e) Before submitting any written plan under 
subsection (a) (or modification under subsection 
(d)) to the Office of Personnel Management, the 
Administrator shall—

(1) provide to each employee representative 
representing any employees who might be af-
fected by such plan (or modification) a copy of 
the proposed plan (or modification); 

(2) give each representative 30 calendar days 
(unless extraordinary circumstances require 
earlier action) to review and make rec-
ommendations with respect to the proposed 
plan (or modification); and 

(3) give any recommendations received from 
any such representatives under paragraph (2) 
full and fair consideration in deciding whether 
or how to proceed with respect to the proposed 
plan (or modification).

(f) None of the workforce authorities made 
available under this chapter may be exercised in 
a manner inconsistent with the workforce plan. 

(g) Whenever the Administration submits its 
performance plan under section 1115 of title 31 to 
the Office of Management and Budget for any 
year, the Administration shall at the same time 
submit a copy of such plan to the appropriate 
committees of Congress. 

(h) Not later than 6 years after the date of en-
actment of this chapter, the Administrator shall 
submit to the appropriate committees of Con-
gress an evaluation and analysis of the actions 
taken by the Administration under this chapter, 
including—

(1) an evaluation, using the methods de-
scribed in subsection (b)(7), of whether the au-
thorities exercised under this chapter success-
fully addressed each critical need identified 
under subsection (b)(1); 
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