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§ 13145. Civil penalties 

(a) CIVIL ACTION.—The Attorney General may 
bring a civil action in any appropriate United 
States district court against any individual who 
violates any provision of section 13143 or 13144 of 
this title. The court in which such action is 
brought may assess against such individual a 
civil penalty of not more than $10,000 or the 
amount of compensation, if any, which the indi-
vidual received for the prohibited conduct, 
whichever is greater. 

(b) ADVISORY OPINIONS.—Any entity described 
in section 13142 of this title may render advisory 
opinions interpreting this subchapter, in writ-
ing, to individuals covered by this subchapter. 
Any individual to whom such an advisory opin-
ion is rendered and any other individual covered 
by this subchapter who is involved in a fact situ-
ation which is indistinguishable in all material 
aspects, and who, after the issuance of such ad-
visory opinion, acts in good faith in accordance 
with its provisions and findings shall not, as a 
result of such actions, be subject to any sanc-
tion under subsection (a). 

(Pub. L. 117–286, § 3(c), Dec. 27, 2022, 136 Stat. 
4304.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

13145 .......... 5 U.S.C. App. (EGA 
§ 504) 

Pub. L. 95–521, title V, § 504, 
as added Pub. L. 101–194, 
title VI, § 601(a), Nov. 30, 
1989, 103 Stat. 1761. 

§ 13146. Conditional termination 

This subchapter shall cease to be effective if 
the provisions of section 703 of the Ethics Re-
form Act of 1989 (Public Law 101–194, 5 U.S.C. 
5318 note) are repealed. 

(Pub. L. 117–286, § 3(c), Dec. 27, 2022, 136 Stat. 
4305.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

13146 .......... (no source) 

This section is added in accordance with section 603 
of the Ethics Reform Act of 1989 (Public Law 101–194, 26 
U.S.C. 7701 note). Section 603 of the Ethics Reform Act 
of 1989 provides that amendments made by title VI of 
the Act (103 Stat. 1760) shall cease to be effective if the 
provisions of section 703 of the Act (5 U.S.C. 5318 note) 
are repealed, in which case the laws in effect before the 
amendments made by title VI of the Act shall be 
deemed to be reenacted. Among other things, the 
amendments made by title VI of the Ethics Reform Act 
of 1989 enacted a general rewrite of title V of the Ethics 
in Government Act of 1978, which is restated as this 
subchapter. If the provisions of section 703 of the Ethics 
Reform Act of 1989 (Public Law 101–194, 5 U.S.C. 5318 
note) are repealed, then this subchapter shall cease to 
be effective, and the prior provisions of title V of the 
Ethics in Government Act of 1978 shall be deemed to be 
reenacted. The prior provisions of title V of the Ethics 
in Government Act of 1978 (Public Law 95–521, 92 Stat. 
1864) relate to an amendment to section 207 of title 18, 
United States Code, which has previously been exe-
cuted to text.
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