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retary under this section shall be available to 
the public.

(c) ALTERNATIVE PROGRAM.—A State is eligible 
to receive a grant under section 6106 if the State 
maintains an alternative one-call notification 
program that provides protection for public 
safety, excavators, and the environment that is 
equivalent to, or greater than, protection pro-
vided under a program that meets the minimum 
standards set forth in section 6103. 

(d) REPORT.—The Secretary shall include the 
following information in reports submitted 
under section 60124 of this title—

(1) a description of the extent to which each 
State has adopted and implemented the min-
imum Federal standards under section 6103 or 
maintains an alternative program under sub-
section (c); 

(2) an analysis by the Secretary of the over-
all effectiveness of each State’s one-call noti-
fication program and the one-call notification 
systems operating under such program in 
achieving the purposes of this chapter; 

(3) the impact of each State’s decisions on 
the extent of required participation in one-call 
notification systems on prevention of damage 
to underground facilities; and 

(4) areas where improvements are needed in 
one-call notification systems in operation in 
each State.

The report shall also include any recommenda-
tions the Secretary determines appropriate. If 
the Secretary determines that the purposes of 
this chapter have been substantially achieved, 
no further report under this section shall be re-
quired. 

(Added Pub. L. 105–178, title VII, § 7302(a), June 9, 
1998, 112 Stat. 479; amended Pub. L. 107–355, § 2(b), 
Dec. 17, 2002, 116 Stat. 2985.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The date of the enactment of this chapter, referred to 

in subsec. (a), is the date of enactment of Pub. L. 

105–178, which was approved June 9, 1998. 

AMENDMENTS 

2002—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 107–355 substituted ‘‘The 

Secretary shall’’ for ‘‘Within 3 years after the date of 

the enactment of this chapter, the Secretary shall 

begin to’’ in introductory provisions. 

§ 6105. Implementation of best practices guide-
lines 

(a) ADOPTION OF BEST PRACTICES.—The Sec-
retary of Transportation shall encourage States, 
operators of one-call notification programs, ex-
cavators (including all government and contract 
excavators), and underground facility operators 
to adopt and implement practices identified in 
the best practices report entitled ‘‘Common 
Ground’’, as periodically updated. 

(b) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—The Secretary 
shall provide technical assistance to and partici-
pate in programs sponsored by a non-profit orga-
nization specifically established for the purpose 
of reducing construction-related damage to un-
derground facilities. 

(c) GRANTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may make 
grants to a non-profit organization described 
in subsection (b). 

(2) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—In 
addition to amounts authorized under section 
6107, there is authorized to be appropriated for 
making grants under this subsection $500,000 
for each of fiscal years 2003 through 2006. Such 
sums shall remain available until expended. 

(3) GENERAL REVENUE FUNDING.—Any sums 
appropriated under this subsection shall be de-
rived from general revenues and may not be 
derived from amounts collected under section 
60301. 

(Added Pub. L. 105–178, title VII, § 7302(a), June 9, 
1998, 112 Stat. 480; amended Pub. L. 107–355, 
§ 2(c)(1), Dec. 17, 2002, 116 Stat. 2985.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2002—Pub. L. 107–355 amended section generally. Prior 
to amendment, section related to study of existing one-
call systems, purpose and considerations of study, re-
port by Secretary within one year of June 9, 1998, and 
discretion of Secretary as to whether to carry out 
study. 

§ 6106. Grants to States 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may make a 
grant of financial assistance to a State that 
qualifies under section 6104(b) to assist in im-
proving—

(1) the overall quality and effectiveness of 
one-call notification systems in the State; 

(2) communications systems linking one-call 
notification systems; 

(3) location capabilities, including training 
personnel and developing and using location 
technology; 

(4) record retention and recording capabili-
ties for one-call notification systems; 

(5) public information and education; 
(6) participation in one-call notification sys-

tems; or 
(7) compliance and enforcement under the 

State one-call notification program.

(b) STATE ACTION TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT.—In 
making grants under this section, the Secretary 
shall take into consideration the commitment 
of each State to improving its State one-call no-
tification program, including legislative and 
regulatory actions taken by the State after the 
date of enactment of this chapter. 

(c) FUNDING FOR ONE-CALL NOTIFICATION SYS-
TEMS.—A State may provide funds received 
under this section directly to any one-call noti-
fication system in such State that substantially 
adopts the best practices identified under sec-
tion 6105. 

(Added Pub. L. 105–178, title VII, § 7302(a), June 9, 
1998, 112 Stat. 482.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The date of enactment of this chapter, referred to in 

subsec. (b), is the date of enactment of Pub. L. 105–178, 

which was approved June 9, 1998. 

§ 6107. Funding 

Of the amounts made available under section 
60125(a)(1), the Secretary shall expend $1,058,000 
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