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under section 60105 a notice of each proposed 
testing program under subsection (a), includ-
ing the order to be considered, and provide an 
opportunity for public comment for not less 
than 90 days. 

(2) RESPONSE FROM SECRETARY.—Not later 
than the date on which the Secretary issues an 
order providing an effective date of a testing 
program noticed under paragraph (1), the Sec-
retary shall—

(A) publish the order in the Federal Reg-
ister; and 

(B) respond to each comment submitted 
under paragraph (1).

(k) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—At the conclusion 
of each testing program, the Secretary shall 
make publicly available on the website of the 
Department of Transportation a report con-
taining—

(1) the findings and conclusions of the Sec-
retary with respect to the testing program; 
and 

(2) any recommendations of the Secretary 
with respect to the testing program, including 
any recommendations for amendments to laws 
(including regulations) and the establishment 
of standards, that—

(A) would enhance the safe operation of 
interstate gas or hazardous liquid pipeline 
facilities; and 

(B) are technically, operationally, and eco-
nomically feasible.

(l) STANDARDS.—If a report under subsection 
(k) indicates that it is practicable to establish 
technically, operationally, and economically 
feasible standards for the use of a safety-enhanc-
ing technology and any corresponding oper-
ational practices tested by the testing program 
described in the report, the Secretary, as soon as 
practicable after submission of the report, may 
promulgate regulations consistent with chapter 
5 of title 5 (commonly known as the ‘‘Adminis-
trative Procedure Act’’) that—

(1) allow operators of interstate gas or haz-
ardous liquid pipeline facilities to use the rel-
evant technology or practice to the extent 
practicable; and 

(2) establish technically, operationally, and 
economically feasible standards for the capa-
bility and deployment of the technology or 
practice. 

(Added Pub. L. 116–260, div. R, title I, § 104(a), 
Dec. 27, 2020, 134 Stat. 2216.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The date of enactment of this section, referred to in 

subsecs. (b)(4)(A) and (c)(2), is the date of enactment of 

Pub. L. 116–260, which was approved Dec. 27, 2020. 

§ 60143. Idled pipelines 

(a) DEFINITION OF IDLED.—In this section, the 
term ‘‘idled’’, with respect to a pipeline, means 
that the pipeline—

(1)(A) has ceased normal operations; and 
(B) will not resume service for a period of 

not less than 180 days; 
(2) has been isolated from all sources of haz-

ardous liquid, natural gas, or other gas; and 
(3)(A) has been purged of combustibles and 

hazardous materials and maintains a blanket 
of inert, nonflammable gas at low pressure; or 

(B) has not been purged as described in sub-
paragraph (A), but the volume of gas is so 
small that there is no potential hazard, as de-
termined by the Secretary pursuant to a rule.

(b) RULEMAKING.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years after 

the date of enactment of the PIPES Act of 
2020, the Secretary shall promulgate regula-
tions prescribing the applicability of the pipe-
line safety requirements to idled natural or 
other gas transmission and hazardous liquid 
pipelines. 

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—
(A) IN GENERAL.—The applicability of the 

regulations under paragraph (1) shall be 
based on the risk that idled natural or other 
gas transmission and hazardous liquid pipe-
lines pose to the public, property, and the 
environment, and shall include requirements 
to resume operation. 

(B) INSPECTION.—The Secretary or an ap-
propriate State agency shall inspect each 
idled pipeline and verify that the pipeline 
has been purged of combustibles and haz-
ardous materials, if required under sub-
section (a). 

(C) REQUIREMENTS FOR REINSPECTION.—The 
Secretary shall determine the requirements 
for periodic reinspection of idled natural or 
other gas transmission and hazardous liquid 
pipelines. 

(D) RESUMPTION OF OPERATIONS.—As a con-
dition to allowing an idled pipeline to re-
sume operations, the Secretary shall require 
that, prior to resuming operations, the pipe-
line shall be—

(i) inspected with—
(I) hydrostatic pressure testing; 
(II) an internal inspection device; or 
(III) if the use of hydrostatic pressure 

testing or an internal inspection device 
is not technologically feasible, another 
comparable technology or practice; and

(ii) in compliance with regulations pro-
mulgated under this chapter, including 
any regulations that became effective 
while the pipeline was idled. 

(Added Pub. L. 116–260, div. R, title I, § 109(a), 
Dec. 27, 2020, 134 Stat. 2223.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The date of enactment of the PIPES Act of 2020, re-

ferred to in subsec. (b)(1), is the date of enactment of 

div. R of Pub. L. 116–260, which was approved Dec. 27, 

2020.

CHAPTER 603—USER FEES 

Sec. 

60301. User fees. 

60302. User fees for underground natural gas storage 

facilities. 

60303. Fees for compliance reviews of liquefied nat-

ural gas facilities.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2020—Pub. L. 116–260, div. R, title I, § 103(b), Dec. 27, 

2020, 134 Stat. 2215, added item 60303. 

2016—Pub. L. 114–183, § 12(d)(2), June 22, 2016, 130 Stat. 

524, added item 60302. 
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