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in public transportation necessary to achieve 
national goals for improved air quality, energy 
conservation, international competitiveness, 
and mobility for elderly individuals, individuals 
with disabilities, and economically disadvan-
taged individuals in urban and rural areas of the 
United States. 

(4) The National Intermodal Transportation 
System shall provide improved access to ports 
and airports, the Nation’s link to commerce. 

(5) The National Intermodal Transportation 
System shall give special emphasis to the con-
tributions of the transportation sectors to in-
creased productivity growth. Social benefits 
must be considered with particular attention to 
the external benefits of reduced air pollution, 
reduced traffic congestion, and other aspects of 
the quality of life in the United States. 

(6) The National Intermodal Transportation 
System must be operated and maintained with 
insistent attention to the concepts of innova-
tion, competition, energy efficiency, produc-
tivity, growth, and accountability. Practices 
that resulted in the lengthy and overly costly 
construction of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Sys-
tem of Interstate and Defense Highways must be 
confronted and stopped. 

(7) The National Intermodal Transportation 
System shall be adapted to ‘‘intelligent vehi-
cles’’, ‘‘magnetic levitation systems’’, and other 
new technologies, wherever feasible and eco-
nomical, with benefit cost estimates given spe-
cial emphasis on safety considerations and tech-
niques for cost allocation. 

(8) When appropriate, the National Intermodal 
Transportation System will be financed, as re-
gards Government apportionments and reim-
bursements, by the Highway Trust Fund. Finan-
cial assistance will be provided to State and 
local governments and their instrumentalities 
to help carry out national goals related to mo-
bility for elderly individuals, individuals with 
disabilities, and economically disadvantaged in-
dividuals. 

(9) The National Intermodal Transportation 
System must be the centerpiece of a national in-
vestment commitment to create the new wealth 
of the United States for the 21st century. 

(c) DISTRIBUTION AND POSTING.—The Secretary 
of Transportation shall distribute copies of the 
policy in subsections (a) and (b) of this section 
to each employee of the Department of Trans-
portation and ensure that the policy is posted in 
all offices of the Department. 

(Pub. L. 103–272, § 1(d), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 848.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

5501 ............ 49:101 (note). Dec. 18, 1991, Pub. L. 102–240, 
§ 2, 105 Stat. 1914. 

In this section, the words ‘‘Dwight D. Eisenhower 

System of Interstate and Defense Highways’’ are sub-

stituted for ‘‘National System of Interstate and De-

fense Highways’’ because of the Act of October 15, 1990 

(Public Law 101–427, 104 Stat. 927). 

[§ 5502. Repealed. Pub. L. 117–58, div. B, title V, 
§ 25021(a), Nov. 15, 2021, 135 Stat. 878] 

Section, Pub. L. 103–272, § 1(d), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 

849; Pub. L. 109–59, title IV, § 4145(a), Aug. 10, 2005, 119 

Stat. 1749, related to Intermodal Transportation Advi-

sory Board. 

[§ 5503. Repealed. Pub. L. 114–94, div. A, title VI, 
§ 6015(a), Dec. 4, 2015, 129 Stat. 1571] 

Section, Pub. L. 103–272, § 1(d), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 

850; Pub. L. 105–178, title V, § 5109(b), June 9, 1998, 112 

Stat. 440; Pub. L. 108–426, § 4(c), Nov. 30, 2004, 118 Stat. 

2425; Pub. L. 109–59, title IV, § 4149, Aug. 10, 2005, 119 

Stat. 1750; Pub. L. 110–244, title III, § 301(k), June 6, 2008, 

122 Stat. 1616; Pub. L. 113–76, div. L, title I, Jan. 17, 2014, 

128 Stat. 574, related to the Office of Intermodalism.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective Oct. 1, 2015, see section 1003 of Pub. 

L. 114–94, set out as an Effective Date of 2015 Amend-

ment note under section 5313 of Title 5, Government Or-

ganization and Employees. 

§ 5504. Model intermodal transportation plans 

(a) GRANTS.—The Secretary of Transportation 
shall make grants to States to develop model 
State intermodal transportation plans that are 
consistent with the policy set forth in section 
302(e) of this title. The model plans shall include 
systems for collecting data related to inter-
modal transportation. 

(b) DISTRIBUTION.—The Secretary shall award 
grants to States under this section that rep-
resent a variety of geographic regions and trans-
portation needs, patterns, and modes. 

(c) PLAN SUBMISSION.—As a condition to a 
State receiving a grant under this section, the 
Secretary shall require that the State provide 
assurances that the State will submit to the 
Secretary a State intermodal transportation 
plan not later than 18 months after the date of 
receipt of the grant. 

(d) GRANT AMOUNTS.—The Secretary shall re-
serve, from amounts deducted under section 
104(a) of title 23, $3,000,000 to make grants under 
this section. The total amount that a State may 
receive in grants under this section may not be 
more than $500,000. 

(Pub. L. 103–272, § 1(d), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 850.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

5504 ............ 49:301 (note). Dec. 18, 1991, Pub. L. 102–240, 
§ 5003, 105 Stat. 2159. 

§ 5505. University transportation centers pro-
gram 

(a) UNIVERSITY TRANSPORTATION CENTERS PRO-
GRAM.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT AND OPERATION.—The 
Secretary of Transportation, acting through 
the Assistant Secretary for Research and 
Technology (referred to in this section as the 
‘‘Secretary’’), shall make grants under this 
section to eligible nonprofit institutions of 
higher education to establish and operate uni-
versity transportation centers. 

(2) ROLE OF CENTERS.—The role of each uni-
versity transportation center referred to in 
paragraph (1) shall be—

(A) to advance transportation expertise 
and technology in the varied disciplines that 
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comprise the field of transportation through 
education, research, and technology transfer 
activities; 

(B) to provide for a critical multimodal 
transportation knowledge base outside of 
the Department of Transportation; and 

(C) to address critical workforce needs and 
educate the next generation of transpor-
tation leaders with respect to the matters 
described in subparagraphs (A) through (G) 
of section 6503(c)(1).

(b) COMPETITIVE SELECTION PROCESS.—
(1) APPLICATIONS.—To receive a grant under 

this section, a consortium of nonprofit institu-
tions of higher education shall submit to the 
Secretary an application that is in such form 
and contains such information as the Sec-
retary may require. 

(2) RESTRICTION.—
(A) LIMITATION.—A lead institution of a 

consortium of nonprofit institutions of high-
er education, as applicable, may only receive 
1 grant per fiscal year as a lead institution 
under this section, except as provided in sub-
paragraph (B). 

(B) EXCEPTION FOR CONSORTIUM MEMBERS 
THAT ARE NOT LEAD INSTITUTIONS.—Subpara-
graph (A) shall not apply to a nonprofit in-
stitution of higher education that is a mem-
ber of a consortium of nonprofit institutions 
of higher education but not the lead institu-
tion of such consortium.

(3) COORDINATION.—The Secretary shall so-
licit grant applications for national transpor-
tation centers, regional transportation cen-
ters, and Tier 1 university transportation cen-
ters with identical advertisement schedules 
and deadlines. 

(4) GENERAL SELECTION CRITERIA.—
(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise pro-

vided by this section, the Secretary shall 
award grants under this section in nonexclu-
sive candidate topic areas established by the 
Secretary that address the research prior-
ities described in subparagraphs (A) through 
(G) of section 6503(c)(1). 

(B) CRITERIA.—The Secretary, in consulta-
tion with the heads of the modal administra-
tions of the Department of Transportation, 
as appropriate, shall select each recipient of 
a grant under this section through a com-
petitive process based on the assessment of 
the Secretary relating to—

(i) the demonstrated ability of the re-
cipient to address each specific topic area 
described in the research and strategic 
plans of the recipient; 

(ii) the demonstrated research, tech-
nology transfer, and education resources 
available to the recipient to carry out this 
section; 

(iii) the ability of the recipient to pro-
vide leadership in solving immediate and 
long-range national and regional transpor-
tation problems; 

(iv) the ability of the recipient to carry 
out research, education, and technology 
transfer activities that are multimodal 
and multidisciplinary in scope; 

(v) the demonstrated commitment of the 
recipient to carry out transportation 

workforce development programs 
through—

(I) degree-granting programs or pro-
grams that provide other industry-recog-
nized credentials; and 

(II) outreach activities to attract new 
entrants into the transportation field, 
including women and underrepresented 
populations;

(vi) the demonstrated ability of the re-
cipient to disseminate results and spur the 
implementation of transportation research 
and education programs through national 
or statewide continuing education pro-
grams; 

(vii) the demonstrated commitment of 
the recipient to the use of peer review 
principles and other research best prac-
tices in the selection, management, and 
dissemination of research projects; 

(viii) the strategic plan submitted by the 
recipient describing the proposed research 
to be carried out by the recipient and the 
performance metrics to be used in assess-
ing the performance of the recipient in 
meeting the stated research, technology 
transfer, education, and outreach goals; 
and 

(ix) the ability of the recipient to imple-
ment the proposed program in a cost-effi-
cient manner, such as through cost shar-
ing and overall reduced overhead, facili-
ties, and administrative costs.

(5) TRANSPARENCY.—
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall pro-

vide to each applicant, upon request, any 
materials, including copies of reviews (with 
any information that would identify a re-
viewer redacted), used in the evaluation 
process of the proposal of the applicant. 

(B) REPORTS.—The Secretary shall make 
available to the public on a website of the 
Department of Transportation a report de-
scribing the overall review process under 
paragraph (4) that includes—

(i) specific criteria of evaluation used in 
the review; 

(ii) descriptions of the review process; 
and 

(iii) explanations of the selected awards.

(6) OUTSIDE STAKEHOLDERS.—The Secretary 
shall, to the maximum extent practicable, 
consult external stakeholders, including the 
Transportation Research Board of the Na-
tional Research Council of the National Acad-
emies, to evaluate and competitively review 
all proposals.

(c) GRANTS.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after 

the date of enactment of this section, the Sec-
retary shall select grant recipients under sub-
section (b) and make grant amounts available 
to the selected recipients. 

(2) NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION CENTERS.—
(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph 

(B), the Secretary shall provide grants to 5 
consortia that the Secretary determines 
best meet the criteria described in sub-
section (b)(4). 
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(B) RESTRICTIONS.—
(i) IN GENERAL.—For each fiscal year, a 

grant made available under this paragraph 
shall be not greater than $4,000,000 and not 
less than $2,000,000 per recipient. 

(ii) FOCUSED RESEARCH.—A consortium 
receiving a grant under this paragraph 
shall focus research on 1 of the transpor-
tation issue areas specified in section 
6503(c).

(C) MATCHING REQUIREMENT.—
(i) IN GENERAL.—As a condition of receiv-

ing a grant under this paragraph, a grant 
recipient shall match 100 percent of the 
amounts made available under the grant. 

(ii) SOURCES.—The matching amounts re-
ferred to in clause (i) may include amounts 
made available to the recipient under—

(I) section 504(b) of title 23; or 
(II) section 505 of title 23.

(3) REGIONAL UNIVERSITY TRANSPORTATION 
CENTERS.—

(A) LOCATION OF REGIONAL CENTERS.—One 
regional university transportation center 
shall be located in each of the 10 Federal re-
gions that comprise the Standard Federal 
Regions established by the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget in the document entitled 
‘‘Standard Federal Regions’’ and dated April 
1974 (circular A–105). 

(B) SELECTION CRITERIA.—In conducting a 
competition under subsection (b), the Sec-
retary shall provide grants to 10 consortia 
on the basis of—

(i) the criteria described in subsection 
(b)(4); 

(ii) the location of the lead center within 
the Federal region to be served; and 

(iii) whether the consortium of institu-
tions demonstrates that the consortium 
has a well-established, nationally recog-
nized program in transportation research 
and education, as evidenced by—

(I) recent expenditures by the institu-
tion in highway or public transportation 
research; 

(II) a historical track record of award-
ing graduate degrees in professional 
fields closely related to highways and 
public transportation; and 

(III) an experienced faculty who spe-
cialize in professional fields closely re-
lated to highways and public transpor-
tation.

(C) RESTRICTIONS.—For each fiscal year, a 
grant made available under this paragraph 
shall be not greater than $3,000,000 and not 
less than $1,500,000 per recipient. 

(D) MATCHING REQUIREMENTS.—
(i) IN GENERAL.—As a condition of receiv-

ing a grant under this paragraph, a grant 
recipient shall match 100 percent of the 
amounts made available under the grant. 

(ii) SOURCES.—The matching amounts re-
ferred to in clause (i) may include amounts 
made available to the recipient under—

(I) section 504(b) of title 23; or 
(II) section 505 of title 23.

(E) FOCUSED RESEARCH.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—A regional university 
transportation center receiving a grant 
under this paragraph shall carry out re-
search focusing on 1 or more of the mat-
ters described in subparagraphs (A) 
through (G) of section 6503(c)(1). 

(ii) FOCUSED OBJECTIVES.—The Secretary 
shall make a grant to 1 of the 10 regional 
university transportation centers estab-
lished under this paragraph for the purpose 
of furthering the objectives described in 
subsection (a)(2) in the field of comprehen-
sive transportation safety, congestion, 
connected vehicles, connected infrastruc-
ture, and autonomous vehicles, including 
the cybersecurity implications of tech-
nologies relating to connected vehicles, 
connected infrastructure, and autonomous 
vehicles.

(4) TIER 1 UNIVERSITY TRANSPORTATION CEN-
TERS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall pro-
vide grants of not greater than $2,000,000 and 
not less than $1,000,000 to not more than 20 
recipients to carry out this paragraph. 

(B) MATCHING REQUIREMENT.—
(i) IN GENERAL.—As a condition of receiv-

ing a grant under this paragraph, a grant 
recipient shall match 50 percent of the 
amounts made available under the grant. 

(ii) SOURCES.—The matching amounts re-
ferred to in clause (i) may include amounts 
made available to the recipient under—

(I) section 504(b) of title 23; or 
(II) section 505 of title 23.

(C) FOCUSED RESEARCH.—In awarding 
grants under this section, consideration 
shall be given to minority institutions, as 
defined by section 365 of the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1067k), or con-
sortia that include such institutions that 
have demonstrated an ability in transpor-
tation-related research.

(d) PROGRAM COORDINATION.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall—

(A) coordinate the research, education, 
and technology transfer activities carried 
out by grant recipients under this section; 
and 

(B) disseminate the results of that re-
search through the establishment and oper-
ation of a publicly accessible online infor-
mation clearinghouse.

(2) REVIEW AND EVALUATION.—Not less fre-
quently than biennially, and consistent with 
the plan developed under section 6503, the Sec-
retary shall—

(A) review and evaluate the programs car-
ried out under this section by grant recipi-
ents; and 

(B) make available to the public on a 
website of the Department of Transportation 
a report describing that review and evalua-
tion.

(3) PROGRAM EVALUATION AND OVERSIGHT.—
For each of fiscal years 2022 through 2026, the 
Secretary shall expend not more than 1 and a 
half percent of the amounts made available to 
the Secretary to carry out this section for any 
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coordination, evaluation, and oversight activi-
ties of the Secretary under this section.

(e) LIMITATION ON AVAILABILITY OF AMOUNTS.—
Amounts made available to the Secretary to 
carry out this section shall remain available for 
obligation by the Secretary for a period of 3 
years after the last day of the fiscal year for 
which the amounts are authorized. 

(f) INFORMATION COLLECTION.—Any survey, 
questionnaire, or interview that the Secretary 
determines to be necessary to carry out report-
ing requirements relating to any program as-
sessment or evaluation activity under this sec-
tion, including customer satisfaction assess-
ments, shall not be subject to chapter 35 of title 
44. 

(Added and amended Pub. L. 105–178, title V, 
§ 5110(a), (d), June 9, 1998, 112 Stat. 441; Pub. L. 
105–206, title IX, § 9011(d), July 22, 1998, 112 Stat. 
863; Pub. L. 109–59, title V, § 5401(a), Aug. 10, 2005, 
119 Stat. 1814; Pub. L. 112–141, div. E, title II, 
§ 52009(a), July 6, 2012, 126 Stat. 882; Pub. L. 
114–94, div. A, title VI, § 6016, Dec. 4, 2015, 129 
Stat. 1571; Pub. L. 117–58, div. B, title V, § 25017, 
Nov. 15, 2021, 135 Stat. 873.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The date of enactment of this section, referred to in 

subsec. (c)(1), probably means the date of enactment of 

Pub. L. 114–94, which amended this section generally 

and was approved Dec. 4, 2015. 

AMENDMENTS 

2021—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 117–58, § 25017(1)(A), in-

serted ‘‘of Transportation, acting through the Assist-

ant Secretary for Research and Technology (referred to 

in this section as the ‘Secretary’),’’ after ‘‘The Sec-

retary’’. 

Subsec. (a)(2)(B). Pub. L. 117–58, § 25017(1)(B)(i), in-

serted ‘‘multimodal’’ after ‘‘critical’’. 

Subsec. (a)(2)(C). Pub. L. 117–58, § 25017(1)(B)(ii), in-

serted ‘‘with respect to the matters described in sub-

paragraphs (A) through (G) of section 6503(c)(1)’’ after 

‘‘transportation leaders’’. 

Subsec. (b)(2)(A). Pub. L. 117–58, § 25017(2)(A), sub-

stituted ‘‘as a lead institution under this section, ex-

cept as provided in subparagraph (B)’’ for ‘‘for each of 

the transportation centers described under paragraphs 

(2), (3), and (4) of subsection (c)’’. 

Subsec. (b)(4)(A). Pub. L. 117–58, § 25017(2)(B)(i), sub-

stituted ‘‘described in subparagraphs (A) through (G) of 

section 6503(c)(1)’’ for ‘‘identified in chapter 65’’. 

Subsec. (b)(4)(B). Pub. L. 117–58, § 25017(2)(B)(ii), sub-

stituted ‘‘the heads of the modal administrations of the 

Department of Transportation,’’ for ‘‘the Assistant 

Secretary for Research and Technology and the Admin-

istrator of the Federal Highway Administration and 

other modal administrations’’ in introductory provi-

sions. 

Subsec. (b)(5)(B). Pub. L. 117–58, § 25017(2)(C), sub-

stituted ‘‘make available to the public on a website of 

the Department of Transportation’’ for ‘‘submit to the 

Committees on Transportation and Infrastructure and 

Science, Space, and Technology of the House of Rep-

resentatives and the Committee on Environment and 

Public Works of the Senate’’ in introductory provi-

sions. 

Subsec. (c)(3)(E). Pub. L. 117–58, § 25017(3), added cl. (i), 

designated existing provisions as cl. (ii) and inserted 

heading, and inserted ‘‘, including the cybersecurity 

implications of technologies relating to connected ve-

hicles, connected infrastructure, and autonomous vehi-

cles’’ after ‘‘autonomous vehicles’’. 

Subsec. (d)(2). Pub. L. 117–58, § 25017(4)(A)(i), (ii), sub-

stituted ‘‘Review’’ for ‘‘Annual review’’ in heading and 

‘‘biennially’’ for ‘‘annually’’ in introductory provisions. 

Subsec. (d)(2)(B). Pub. L. 117–58, § 25017(4)(A)(iii), sub-

stituted ‘‘make available to the public on a website of 

the Department of Transportation’’ for ‘‘submit to the 

Committees on Transportation and Infrastructure and 

Science, Space, and Technology of the House of Rep-

resentatives and the Committees on Environment and 

Public Works and Commerce, Science, and Transpor-

tation of the Senate’’. 

Subsec. (d)(3). Pub. L. 117–58, § 25017(4)(B), substituted 

‘‘2022 through 2026’’ for ‘‘2016 through 2020’’. 

2015—Pub. L. 114–94 amended section generally. Prior 

to amendment, section related to the university trans-

portation centers program. 

2012—Pub. L. 112–141 amended section generally. Prior 

to amendment, section related to national university 

transportation centers. 

2005—Pub. L. 109–59 amended section catchline and 

text generally, substituting provisions relating to na-

tional university transportation centers for provisions 

relating to university transportation research. 

1998—Subsec. (g)(2). Pub. L. 105–178, § 5110(d)(1), as 

added by Pub. L. 105–206, substituted ‘‘section 508 of 

title 23, United States Code,’’ for ‘‘section 5506,’’. 

Subsec. (i). Pub. L. 105–178, § 5110(d)(2), as added by 

Pub. L. 105–206, inserted ‘‘Subject to section 5338(e):’’ 

before par. (1) and substituted ‘‘institutions or groups 

of institutions’’ for ‘‘institutions’’ wherever appearing. 

Subsec. (j)(4)(B). Pub. L. 105–178, § 5110(d)(3), as added 

by Pub. L. 105–206, substituted ‘‘on behalf of a consor-

tium which may also include West Virginia University 

Institute of Technology, the College of West Virginia, 

and Bluefield State College’’ for ‘‘on behalf of a consor-

tium of West Virginia colleges and universities’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2015 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 114–94 effective Oct. 1, 2015, 

see section 1003 of Pub. L. 114–94, set out as a note 

under section 5313 of Title 5, Government Organization 

and Employees. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2012 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 112–141 effective Oct. 1, 2012, 

see section 3(a) of Pub. L. 112–141, set out as an Effec-

tive and Termination Dates of 2012 Amendment note 

under section 101 of Title 23, Highways. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1998 AMENDMENT 

Title IX of Pub. L. 105–206 effective simultaneously 

with enactment of Pub. L. 105–178 and to be treated as 

included in Pub. L. 105–178 at time of enactment, and 

provisions of Pub. L. 105–178, as in effect on day before 

July 22, 1998, that are amended by title IX of Pub. L. 

105–206 to be treated as not enacted, see section 9016 of 

Pub. L. 105–206, set out as a note under section 101 of 

Title 23, Highways. 

§ 5506. Advanced transportation research initia-
tive 

(a) DEFINITION OF ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—In this 
section, the term ‘‘eligible entity’’ means—

(1) a State agency; 
(2) a local government agency; 
(3) an institution of higher education (as de-

fined in section 102 of the Higher Education 
Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1002)), including a univer-
sity transportation center established under 
section 5505; 

(4) a nonprofit organization, including a non-
profit research organization; and 

(5) a private sector organization working in 
collaboration with an entity described in any 
of paragraphs (1) through (4).
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