
Page 1672TITLE 49—TRANSPORTATION§ 47146

(2) DISABILITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE.—The 
term ‘‘disability advisory committee’’ means a 
body of stakeholders (including airport staff, 
airline representatives, and individuals with 
disabilities) that provide to airports and ap-
propriate transportation authorities input 
from individuals with disabilities, including 
identifying opportunities for removing bar-
riers, expanding accessibility features, and im-
proving accessibility for individuals with dis-
abilities at airports. 

(3) PROTECTION AND ADVOCACY SYSTEM.—The 
term ‘‘protection and advocacy system’’ 
means a system established in accordance 
with section 143 of the Developmental Disabil-
ities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act of 2000 
(42 U.S.C. 15043).

(i) FUNDING.—Notwithstanding any other pro-
vision of this chapter, for each of fiscal years 
2025 through 2028, the Secretary may use up to 
$20,000,000 of the amounts that would otherwise 
be used to make grants from the discretionary 
fund under section 47115 for each such fiscal year 
to carry out this section. 

(Added Pub. L. 118–63, title VII, § 725(a), May 16, 
2024, 138 Stat. 1267.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, referred 

to in subsec. (a), is Pub. L. 101–336, July 26, 1990, 104 

Stat. 327, which is classified principally to chapter 126 

(§ 12101 et seq.) of Title 42, The Public Health and Wel-

fare. Title II of the Act is classified generally to sub-

chapter II (§ 12131 et seq.) of chapter 126 of Title 42. For 

complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 

Short Title note set out under section 12101 of Title 42 

and Tables. 

The Rehabilitation Act of 1973, referred to in subsec. 

(a), is Pub. L. 93–112, Sept. 26, 1973, 87 Stat. 355, which 

is classified generally to chapter 16 (§ 701 et seq.) of 

Title 29, Labor. For complete classification of this Act 

to the Code, see Short Title note set out under section 

701 of Title 29 and Tables. 

§ 47146. General aviation program runway exten-
sion pilot program 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of Trans-
portation shall establish and carry out a pilot 
program to provide grants to general aviation 
airports to increase the usable runway length 
capability at such airports in order to—

(1) expand access to such airports for larger 
aircraft; and 

(2) support the development and economic 
viability of such airports.

(b) GRANTS.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—For the purpose of carrying 

out the pilot program established in sub-
section (a), the Secretary shall make grants to 
not more than 2 sponsors of general aviation 
airports per fiscal year. 

(2) USE OF FUNDS.—A sponsor of a general 
aviation airport shall use a grant awarded 
under this section to plan, design, or construct 
a project to extend an existing primary run-
way by not greater than 1,000 feet in order to 
accommodate large turboprop or turbojet air-
craft that cannot be accommodated with the 
existing runway length. 

(3) ELIGIBILITY.—To be eligible to receive a 
grant under this section, a sponsor of a gen-
eral aviation airport shall submit an applica-
tion to the Secretary at such time, in such 
form, and containing such information as the 
Secretary may require. 

(4) SELECTION.—In selecting an applicant for 
a grant under this section, the Secretary shall 
prioritize projects that demonstrate that the 
existing runway length at the airport is—

(A) inadequate to support the near-term 
operations of 1 or more business entities op-
erating at the airport as of the date of sub-
mission of such application; 

(B) a direct aircraft operational impedi-
ment to airport economic viability, job cre-
ation or retention, or local economic devel-
opment; and 

(C) not located within 20 miles of another 
National Plan of Integrated Airport Systems 
airport with comparable runway length.

(c) PROJECT JUSTIFICATION.—A project that 
demonstrates the criteria described in sub-
section (b) shall be considered a justified cost 
with respect to the pilot program, notwith-
standing—

(1) any benefit-cost analysis required under 
section 47115(d); or 

(2) a project justification determination de-
scribed in section 3 of chapter 3 of FAA Order 
5100.38D, Airport Improvement Program Hand-
book (dated September 30, 2014) (or any suc-
cessor document).

(d) FEDERAL SHARE.—The Government’s share 
of allowable project costs for a project carried 
out with a grant under this section shall be the 
Government’s share of allowable project costs 
specified under section 47109. 

(e) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 5 
years after the establishment of the pilot pro-
gram under subsection (a), the Secretary shall 
submit to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation of the Senate and 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives a re-
port that evaluates the pilot program, includ-
ing—

(1) information regarding the level of appli-
cant interest in grants for increasing runway 
length; 

(2) the number of large aircraft that 
accessed each general aviation airport that re-
ceived a grant under the pilot program in com-
parison to the number of such aircraft that 
accessed the airport prior to the date of enact-
ment of the FAA Reauthorization Act of 2024, 
based on data provided to the Secretary by the 
airport sponsor not later than 6 months before 
the submission date described in this sub-
section; and 

(3) a description, provided to the Secretary 
by the airport sponsor not later than 6 months 
before the submission date described in this 
subsection, of the economic development op-
portunities supported by increasing the run-
way length at general aviation airports.

(f) FUNDING.—For each of fiscal years 2025 
through 2028, the Secretary may use funds under 
section 47116(b)(2) to carry out this section. 

(Added Pub. L. 118–63, title VII, § 726(a), May 16, 
2024, 138 Stat. 1269.)
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Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The date of enactment of the FAA Reauthorization 

Act of 2024, referred to in subsec. (e)(2), is the date of 

enactment of Pub. L. 118–63, which was approved May 

16, 2024.

SUBCHAPTER II—SURPLUS PROPERTY FOR 
PUBLIC AIRPORTS 

§ 47151. Authority to transfer an interest in sur-
plus property 

(a) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—Subject to sections 
47152 and 47153 of this title, a department, agen-
cy, or instrumentality of the executive branch 
of the United States Government or a wholly 
owned Government corporation may convey to a 
State, political subdivision of a State, or tax-
supported organization any interest in surplus 
property—

(1) that the Secretary of Transportation de-
cides is—

(A) desirable for developing, improving, 
operating, or maintaining a public airport 
(as defined in section 47102 of this title); 

(B) reasonably necessary to fulfill the im-
mediate and foreseeable future requirements 
for developing, improving, operating, or 
maintaining a public airport; or 

(C) needed for developing sources of rev-
enue from nonaviation businesses at a public 
airport; and

(2) if the Administrator of General Services 
approves the conveyance and decides the in-
terest is not best suited for industrial use.

(b) ENSURING COMPLIANCE.—Only the Secretary 
may ensure compliance with an instrument con-
veying an interest in surplus property under this 
subchapter. The Secretary may amend the in-
strument to correct the instrument or to make 
the conveyance comply with law. 

(c) DISPOSING OF INTERESTS NOT CONVEYED 
UNDER THIS SUBCHAPTER.—An interest in sur-
plus property that could be used at a public air-
port but that is not conveyed under this sub-
chapter shall be disposed of under other applica-
ble law. 

(d) WAIVER OF CONDITION.—The Secretary may 
not waive any condition imposed on an interest 
in surplus property conveyed under subsection 
(a) that such interest be used for an aero-
nautical purpose unless the Secretary provides 
public notice not less than 30 days before the 
issuance of such waiver and determines that 
such waiver—

(1) will not significantly impair the aero-
nautical purpose of an airport; 

(2) will not result in the permanent closure 
of an airport (unless the Secretary determines 
that the waiver will directly facilitate the 
construction of a replacement airport); or 

(3) is necessary to protect or advance the 
civil aviation interests of the United States.

(e) REQUESTS BY PUBLIC AGENCIES.—Except 
with respect to a request made by another de-
partment, agency, or instrumentality of the ex-
ecutive branch of the United States Govern-
ment, such a department, agency, or instrumen-
tality shall give priority consideration to a re-

quest made by a public agency (as defined in sec-
tion 47102) for surplus property described in sub-
section (a) for use at a public airport. 

(Pub. L. 103–272, § 1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 1278; 
Pub. L. 106–181, title I, §§ 125(c), 135(d)(1), 136, 
Apr. 5, 2000, 114 Stat. 75, 84, 85; Pub. L. 112–95, 
title I, § 152(f), Feb. 14, 2012, 126 Stat. 34; Pub. L. 
118–63, title VII, § 719(b)(1), May 16, 2024, 138 Stat. 
1261.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

47151(a) ...... 49 App.:1655(c)(1). Oct. 15, 1966, Pub. L. 89–670, 
§ 6(c)(1), 80 Stat. 938; Jan 
12, 1983, Pub. L. 97–449, 
§ 7(b), 96 Stat. 2444. 

50 App.:1622(g)(1). Oct. 3, 1944, ch. 479, 58 Stat. 
765, § 13(g)(1); added July 
30, 1947, ch. 404, § 2, 61 
Stat. 678; Aug. 23, 1958, 
Pub. L. 85–726, § 1402(c), 72 
Stat. 807; May 21, 1970, 
Pub. L. 91–258, § 52(b)(6), 84 
Stat. 235; Sept. 3, 1982, 
Pub. L. 97–248, § 524(c), 96 
Stat. 696. 

47151(b) ...... 49 App.:1655(c)(1). 
50 App.:1622b. Oct. 1, 1949, ch. 589, § 3, 63 

Stat. 700; Aug. 23, 1958, 
Pub. L. 85–726, § 1402(c), 72 
Stat. 807. 

47151(c) ...... 50 App.:1622(g)(5), 
(6). 

Oct. 3, 1944, ch. 479, 58 Stat. 
765, § 13(g)(5), (6); added 
July 30, 1947, ch. 404, § 2, 61 
Stat. 680. 

In subsection (a), before clause (1), the words ‘‘Not-

withstanding any other provision of this Act’’ are omit-

ted as surplus. The words ‘‘Subject to sections 47152 and 

47153 of this title’’ are substituted for ‘‘but subject to 

the terms, conditions, reservations, and restrictions 

hereinafter provided for’’ to eliminate unnecessary 

words. The words ‘‘a department, agency, or instrumen-

tality of the executive branch of the United States 

Government or a wholly owned Government corpora-

tion’’ are substituted for ‘‘any disposal agency des-

ignated pursuant to this Act’’ for clarity because dis-

posal agencies were Government agencies designated 

under 50 App.:1619(a), that was repealed by section 

602(a)(1) of the Federal Property and Administrative 

Services Act of 1949 (ch. 288, 63 Stat. 399), and Govern-

ment agencies were all departments, agencies, and in-

strumentalities of the executive branch of the United 

States Government and wholly owned Government cor-

porations. The word ‘‘give’’ is substituted for ‘‘convey 

or dispose of . . . without monetary consideration to 

the United States’’, to eliminate unnecessary words. 

The word ‘‘municipality’’ is omitted as being included 

in ‘‘political subdivision’’. The words ‘‘of a State’’ are 

added for clarity and consistency in the revised title 

and with other titles of the United States Code. The 

word ‘‘organization’’ is substituted for ‘‘institution’’ 

for consistency in the revised title. The words ‘‘all of 

the right, title, and . . . of the United States . . . and 

to . . . real or personal’’ are omitted as surplus. In 

clause (1)(A), the words ‘‘essential, suitable, or’’ are 

omitted as surplus. In clause (1)(B), the words ‘‘of the 

grantee’’ are omitted as surplus. In clause (2), the 

words ‘‘Administrator of General Services’’ are sub-

stituted for ‘‘[War Assets] Administrator’’ in section 

13(g)(1) of the Surplus Property Act of 1944 (ch. 479, 58 

Stat. 765) because of section 105 of the Federal Property 

and Administrative Services Act of 1949 (ch. 288, 63 

Stat. 381). The words ‘‘and decides the interest is not 

best suited for industrial use’’ are substituted for ‘‘(ex-

clusive of property the highest and best use of which is 

determined by the Administrator of General Services 

to be industrial and which shall be so classified for dis-

posal without regard to the provisions of this sub-

section)’’ to eliminate unnecessary words. 
Subsection (b) is substituted for 50 App.:1622b to 

eliminate unnecessary words. 
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