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Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Aviation and Transportation Security Act, re-

ferred to in subsec. (c), is Pub. L. 107–71, Nov. 19, 2001, 

115 Stat. 597. For complete classification of this Act to 

the Code, see Short Title of 2001 Amendment note set 

out under section 40101 of this title and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 115–254, § 1991(d)(34)(A), sub-

stituted ‘‘Administrator of the Transportation Secu-

rity Administration’’ for ‘‘Under Secretary for Trans-

portation Security’’. 
Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 115–254, § 1991(d)(34)(B)(i), sub-

stituted ‘‘Secretary of Homeland Security and Admin-

istrator of the Transportation Security Administra-

tion’’ for ‘‘Secretary and Under Secretary of Transpor-

tation for Security’’ and ‘‘for the Administrator of the 

Transportation Security Administration’’ for ‘‘for the 

Under Secretary’’. 
Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 115–254, § 1991(d)(34)(B)(ii), sub-

stituted ‘‘Administrator of the Transportation Secu-

rity Administration and’’ for ‘‘Under Secretary and’’ 

and, in two places, substituted ‘‘Administrator shall’’ 

for ‘‘Under Secretary shall’’. 
Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 115–254, § 1991(d)(34)(C), sub-

stituted ‘‘Aviation and Transportation Security Act 

(Public Law 107–71; 115 Stat. 597), the Administrator of 

the Transportation Security Administration’’ for 

‘‘Aviation Security Act, the Under Secretary for Trans-

portation Security’’. 

§ 44944. Voluntary provision of emergency serv-
ices 

(a) PROGRAM FOR PROVISION OF VOLUNTARY 
SERVICES.—

(1) PROGRAM.—The Administrator of the 
Transportation Security Administration shall 
carry out a program to permit qualified law 
enforcement officers, firefighters, and emer-
gency medical technicians to provide emer-
gency services on commercial air flights dur-
ing emergencies. 

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—The Administrator of 
the Transportation Security Administration 
shall establish such requirements for quali-
fications of providers of voluntary services 
under the program under paragraph (1), in-
cluding training requirements, as the Admin-
istrator of the Transportation Security Ad-
ministration considers appropriate. 

(3) CONFIDENTIALITY OF REGISTRY.—If as part 
of the program under paragraph (1) the Admin-
istrator of the Transportation Security Ad-
ministration requires or permits registration 
of law enforcement officers, firefighters, or 
emergency medical technicians who are will-
ing to provide emergency services on commer-
cial flights during emergencies, the Adminis-
trator of the Transportation Security Admin-
istration shall take appropriate actions to en-
sure that the registry is available only to ap-
propriate airline personnel and otherwise re-
mains confidential. 

(4) CONSULTATION.—The Administrator of the 
Transportation Security Administration shall 
consult with the Administrator of the Federal 
Aviation Administration, appropriate rep-
resentatives of the commercial airline indus-
try, and organizations representing commu-
nity-based law enforcement, firefighters, and 
emergency medical technicians, in carrying 
out the program under paragraph (1), includ-
ing the actions taken under paragraph (3).

(b) EXEMPTION FROM LIABILITY.—An individual 
shall not be liable for damages in any action 
brought in a Federal or State court that arises 
from an act or omission of the individual in pro-
viding or attempting to provide assistance in 
the case of an in-flight emergency in an aircraft 
of an air carrier if the individual meets such 
qualifications as the Administrator of the 
Transportation Security Administration shall 
prescribe for purposes of this section. 

(c) EXCEPTION.—The exemption under sub-
section (b) shall not apply in any case in which 
an individual provides, or attempts to provide, 
assistance described in that paragraph in a man-
ner that constitutes gross negligence or willful 
misconduct. 

(Added Pub. L. 107–71, title I, § 131(a), Nov. 19, 
2001, 115 Stat. 635; amended Pub. L. 115–254, div. 
K, title I, § 1991(d)(35), Oct. 5, 2018, 132 Stat. 3641.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Pub. L. 115–254, § 1991(d)(35)(B), substituted ‘‘Ad-

ministrator of the Transportation Security Adminis-

tration’’ for ‘‘Under Secretary’’ wherever appearing. 

Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 115–254, § 1991(d)(35)(A)(i), sub-

stituted ‘‘Administrator of the Transportation Secu-

rity Administration’’ for ‘‘Under Secretary of Trans-

portation for Transportation Security’’. 

Subsec. (a)(4). Pub. L. 115–254, § 1991(d)(35)(A)(ii), in-

serted ‘‘the Administrator of the Federal Aviation Ad-

ministration,’’ after ‘‘consult with’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

CONSTRUCTION 

Pub. L. 107–71, title I, § 131(c), Nov. 19, 2001, 115 Stat. 

635, provided that: ‘‘Nothing in this section [enacting 

this section] may be construed to require any modifica-

tion of regulations of the Department of Transpor-

tation governing the possession of firearms while in 

aircraft or air transportation facilities or to authorize 

the possession of a firearm in an aircraft or any such 

facility not authorized under those regulations.’’

[For definitions of ‘‘aircraft’’ and ‘‘air transpor-

tation’’ used in section 131(c) of Pub. L. 107–71, set out 

above, see section 133 of Pub. L. 107–71, set out as a note 

under section 40102 of this title.] 

§ 44945. Disposition of unclaimed money and 
clothing 

(a) DISPOSITION OF UNCLAIMED MONEY.—Not-
withstanding section 3302 of title 31, unclaimed 
money recovered at any airport security check-
point shall be retained by the Transportation 
Security Administration and shall remain avail-
able until expended for the purpose of providing 
civil aviation security as required in this chap-
ter. 

(b) DISPOSITION OF UNCLAIMED CLOTHING.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—In disposing of unclaimed 

clothing recovered at any airport security 
checkpoint, the Administrator of the Trans-
portation Security Administration shall make 
every reasonable effort, in consultation with 
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, to transfer 
the clothing to the local airport authority or 
other local authorities for donation to char-
ity, including local veterans organizations or 
other local charitable organizations for dis-
tribution to homeless or needy veterans and 
veteran families. 
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