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people, and operation within or beyond the 
visual line of sight, or operation during the 
day or night, do not create a hazard to users 
of the national airspace system or the public; 
and 

(2) whether a certificate under section 44703 
or section 44704 of this title, or a certificate of 
waiver or certificate of authorization, is re-
quired for the operation of unmanned aircraft 
systems identified under paragraph (1) of this 
subsection.

(c) REQUIREMENTS FOR SAFE OPERATION.—If the 
Secretary determines under this section that 
certain unmanned aircraft systems may operate 
safely in the national airspace system, the Sec-
retary shall establish requirements for the safe 
operation of such aircraft systems in the na-
tional airspace system, including operation re-
lated to research, development, and testing of 
proprietary systems. 

(d) SUNSET.—The authority under this section 
for the Secretary to determine if certain un-
manned aircraft systems may operate safely in 
the national airspace system terminates effec-
tive March 8, 2024. 

(Added Pub. L. 115–254, div. B, title III, § 347(a), 
Oct. 5, 2018, 132 Stat. 3296; amended Pub. L. 
118–15, div. B, title II, § 2202(c), Sept. 30, 2023, 137 
Stat. 83; Pub. L. 118–34, title I, § 102(c), Dec. 26, 
2023, 137 Stat. 1113.)

Editorial Notes 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-

tained in section 333 of Pub. L. 112–95, which was set 

out in a note under section 40101 of this title, prior to 

repeal by Pub. L. 115–254, div. B, title III, § 347(b)(2), Oct. 

5, 2018, 132 Stat. 3296. The remainder of the note com-

prised of subtitle B of title III of Pub. L. 112–95 was 

transferred and is set out under section 44802 of this 

title. 

AMENDMENTS 

2023—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 118–34 substituted ‘‘March 8, 

2024’’ for ‘‘December 31, 2023’’. 
Pub. L. 118–15 substituted ‘‘December 31, 2023’’ for 

‘‘September 30, 2023’’. 

§ 44808. Carriage of property by small unmanned 
aircraft systems for compensation or hire 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of enactment of the FAA Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2018, the Administrator of the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration shall update exist-
ing regulations to authorize the carriage of 
property by operators of small unmanned air-
craft systems for compensation or hire within 
the United States. 

(b) CONTENTS.—Any rulemaking conducted 
under subsection (a) shall provide for the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Use performance-based requirements. 
(2) Consider varying levels of risk to other 

aircraft and to persons and property on the 
ground posed by different unmanned aircraft 
systems and their operation and tailor per-
formance-based requirements to appropriately 
mitigate risk. 

(3) Consider the unique characteristics of 
highly automated, small unmanned aircraft 
systems. 

(4) Include requirements for the safe oper-
ation of small unmanned aircraft systems 
that, at a minimum, address—

(A) airworthiness of small unmanned air-
craft systems; 

(B) qualifications for operators and the 
type and nature of the operations; 

(C) operating specifications governing the 
type and nature of the unmanned aircraft 
system air carrier operations; and 

(D) the views of State, local, and tribal of-
ficials related to potential impacts of the 
carriage of property by operators of small 
unmanned aircraft systems for compensa-
tion or hire within the communities to be 
served.

(5) SMALL UAS.—The Secretary may amend 
part 298 of title 14, Code of Federal Regula-
tions, to update existing regulations to estab-
lish economic authority for the carriage of 
property by small unmanned aircraft systems 
for compensation or hire. Such authority shall 
only require—

(A) registration with the Department of 
Transportation; 

(B) authorization from the Federal Avia-
tion Administration to conduct operations; 
and 

(C) compliance with chapters 401, 411, and 
417.

(6) AVAILABILITY OF CURRENT CERTIFICATION 
PROCESSES.—Pending completion of the rule-
making required in subsection (a) of this sec-
tion, a person may seek an air carrier oper-
ating certificate and certificate of public con-
venience and necessity, or an exemption from 
such certificate, using existing processes. 

(Added Pub. L. 115–254, div. B, title III, § 348(a), 
Oct. 5, 2018, 132 Stat. 3297.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The date of enactment of the FAA Reauthorization 

Act of 2018, referred to in subsec. (a), is the date of en-

actment of Pub. L. 115–254, which was approved Oct. 5, 

2018. 

§ 44809. Exception for limited recreational oper-
ations of unmanned aircraft 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in sub-
section (e), and notwithstanding chapter 447 of 
title 49, United States Code, a person may oper-
ate a small unmanned aircraft without specific 
certification or operating authority from the 
Federal Aviation Administration if the oper-
ation adheres to all of the following limitations: 

(1) The aircraft is flown strictly for rec-
reational purposes. 

(2) The aircraft is operated in accordance 
with or within the programming of a commu-
nity-based organization’s set of safety guide-
lines that are developed in coordination with 
the Federal Aviation Administration. 

(3) The aircraft is flown within the visual 
line of sight of the person operating the air-
craft or a visual observer co-located and in di-
rect communication with the operator. 

(4) The aircraft is operated in a manner that 
does not interfere with and gives way to any 
manned aircraft. 
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