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Administrator, shall be removed for inactivity 
from the public listings described in subsection 
(d)(1)(B), after informing the Secretary of Trans-
portation and the Secretary of State. 

(f) CONSISTENCY.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administration shall 

use data, tools, and methods that ensure 
transparency and repeatability of assessments 
conducted under this section. 

(2) TRAINING.—The Administrator shall en-
sure that Administration personnel are prop-
erly and adequately trained to carry out the 
assessments set forth in this section, includ-
ing with respect to the standards, method-
ology, and material used to make determina-
tions under this section. 

(Added Pub. L. 118–63, title III, § 369(a), May 16, 
2024, 138 Stat. 1137.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Convention on International Civil Aviation, re-

ferred to in subsec. (a)(2)(B)(i), was done at Chicago on 

Dec. 7, 1944, and entered into force for the United 

States on Apr. 4, 1947. 

§ 44748. Aircraft dispatching 

(a) AIRCRAFT DISPATCHING CERTIFICATE.—No 
person may serve as an aircraft dispatcher for 
an air carrier unless such person holds the ap-
propriate aircraft dispatcher certificate issued 
by the Administrator of the Federal Aviation 
Administration. 

(b) PROOF OF CERTIFICATION.—Upon the request 
of the Administrator or an authorized represent-
ative of the National Transportation Safety 
Board, or other appropriate Federal agency, a 
person who holds such a certificate, and is per-
forming dispatching, shall present the certifi-
cate for inspection. 

(c) DISPATCH CENTERS AND FLIGHT FOLLOWING 
CENTERS.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—Each air carrier shall 
establish and maintain sufficient dispatch cen-
ters and flight following centers necessary to 
maintain operational control of each flight of 
the air carrier at all times. 

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—An air carrier shall en-
sure that each dispatch center and flight fol-
lowing center of the air carrier—

(A) has a sufficient number of aircraft dis-
patchers on duty at the dispatch center or 
flight following center to ensure proper 
operational control of each flight of the air 
carrier at all times; 

(B) has the necessary equipment, in good 
repair, to maintain proper operational con-
trol of each flight of the air carrier at all 
times; and 

(C) includes the presence of physical secu-
rity and cybersecurity protections to pre-
vent unauthorized access to the dispatch 
center or flight following center or to the 
operations of either such center.

(d) PROHIBITION.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in para-

graph (2), an air carrier may not dispatch air-
craft from any location other than the dis-
patch center or flight following center of the 
air carrier. 

(2) EMERGENCY AUTHORITY.—In the event of 
an emergency or other event that renders a 
dispatch center or a flight following center in-
operable, an air carrier may dispatch aircraft 
from a location other than the dispatch center 
or flight following center of the air carrier for 
a period of time not to exceed 14 consecutive 
days per location without approval of the Ad-
ministrator. 

(Added Pub. L. 118–63, title IV, § 420(b)(1), May 16, 
2024, 138 Stat. 1164.)
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Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2024—Pub. L. 118–63, title IX, §§ 902(b), 925(b)(2), 926(b), 

930(b), 935(b), title X, §§ 1006(b), 1007(b), May 16, 2024, 138 

Stat. 1341, 1360, 1361, 1367, 1372, 1389, added items 44803, 

44804, 44806, and 44811 to 44814 and struck out former 

items 44803 ‘‘Unmanned aircraft system test ranges’’, 

44804 ‘‘Small unmanned aircraft in the Arctic’’, and 

44806 ‘‘Public unmanned aircraft systems’’. 
2018—Pub. L. 115–254, div. B, title III, §§ 343(b), 344(b), 

345(c), 346(b)(1), 347(b)(1), 348(b), 349(b)(1), 383(b)(1), Oct. 

5, 2018, 132 Stat. 3290, 3291, 3293, 3295–3297, 3300, 3322, 

added items 44803 to 44810. 

§ 44801. Definitions 

In this chapter, the following definitions 
apply: 

(1) ACTIVELY TETHERED UNMANNED AIRCRAFT 
SYSTEM.—The term ‘‘actively tethered un-
manned aircraft system’’ means an unmanned 
aircraft system in which the unmanned air-
craft component—

(A) weighs 55 pounds or less, including pay-
load but not including the tether; 

(B) is physically attached to a ground sta-
tion with a taut, appropriately load-rated 
tether that provides continuous power to the 
unmanned aircraft and is unlikely to be sep-
arated from the unmanned aircraft; 

(C) is controlled and retrieved by such 
ground station through physical manipula-
tion of the tether; 

(D) is able to maintain safe flight control 
in the event of a power or flight control fail-
ure during flight; and 
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