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imum operational network in Alaska along 
major flight routes.

(4) SERVICE AREAS.—The Director shall con-
tinuously identify additional automatic de-
pendent surveillance–broadcast service areas 
in which the deployment of automatic depend-
ent surveillance–broadcast receivers and 
equipment would improve aviation safety.

(h) OTHER PROJECTS.—The Director shall con-
tinue to build upon other initiatives rec-
ommended in the reports of the FAA Alaska 
Aviation Safety Initiative of the Administration 
published before the date of enactment of this 
section. 

(i) ANNUAL REPORT.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—Beginning on the date that 

is 1 year after the date of enactment of the 
FAA Reauthorization Act of 2024, and annu-
ally thereafter, the Administrator shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation of the Senate a report on 
the Initiative, including an itemized descrip-
tion of how the Administration budget meets 
the goals of the Initiative. 

(2) STAKEHOLDER COMMENTS.—The Director 
shall append stakeholder comments, organized 
by topic, to each report submitted under para-
graph (1) in the same manner as appendix 3 of 
the report titled ‘‘FAA Alaska Aviation Safe-
ty Initiative FY21 Final Report’’, dated Sep-
tember 30, 2021.

(j) FUNDING.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any other 

provision of law, for each of fiscal years 2025 
through 2028—

(A) the Administrator may, upon applica-
tion from the government with jurisdiction 
over a covered airport and in coordination 
with the State or territory in which a cov-
ered airport is located, use amounts appor-
tioned under subsection (d)(2)(B) or sub-
section (e) of section 47114 to carry out the 
Initiative; or 

(B) the sponsor of a covered airport that 
receives an apportionment under subsection 
(d)(2)(A) or subsection (e) of section 47114 
may use such apportionment for any purpose 
contained in this section.

(2) SUPPLEMENTAL FUNDING.—Out of amounts 
made available under section 106(k) and sec-
tion 48101, not more than a total of $25,000,000 
for each of fiscal years 2025 through 2028 is au-
thorized to be expended to carry out the Ini-
tiative.

(k) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) COVERED AIRPORT.—The term ‘‘covered 

airport’’ means an airport in Alaska or a cov-
ered location that is included in the national 
plan of integrated airport systems required 
under section 47103 and that has a status other 
than unclassified in such plan. 

(2) COVERED AUTOMATED WEATHER SYSTEM.—
The term ‘‘covered automated weather sys-
tem’’ means an automated or visual weather 
reporting facility that enables a pilot to begin 
an instrument procedure approach to an air-
port under section 91.1039 or 135.225 of title 14, 
Code of Federal Regulations. 

(3) COVERED LOCATION.—The term ‘‘covered 
location’’ means Hawaii, Puerto Rico, Amer-
ican Samoa, Guam, the Northern Mariana Is-
lands, and the Virgin Islands.

(l) CONFORMITY.—The Administrator shall con-
duct all activities required under this section in 
conformity with section 44720. 

(Added Pub. L. 118–63, title III, § 342(a), May 16, 
2024, 138 Stat. 1095.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The date of enactment of this section and the date of 

enactment of the FAA Reauthorization Act of 2024, re-

ferred to in subsecs. (d)(4)(C), (5)(A)(i), (B), (6)(A), (h), 

and (i)(1), is the date of enactment of Pub. L. 118–63, 

which was approved May 16, 2024. 

Section 322 of the FAA Reauthorization of 2018, re-

ferred to in subsec. (d)(6)(B), is section 322 of Pub. L. 

115–254, which is set out as a note under section 44720 of 

this title. 

§ 44746. Flight data recovery from overwater op-
erations 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months 
after the date of enactment of this section, the 
Administrator of the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration shall complete a rulemaking proceeding 
to require that, not later than 5 years after the 
date of enactment of this section, all applicable 
aircraft are—

(1) fitted with a means, in the event of an ac-
cident, to recover mandatory flight data pa-
rameters in a manner that does not require 
the underwater retrieval of the cockpit voice 
recorder or flight data recorder; 

(2) equipped with a tamper-resistant method 
to broadcast sufficient information to a 
ground station to establish the location where 
an applicable aircraft terminates flight as the 
result of such an event; and 

(3) equipped with an airframe low-frequency 
underwater locating device that functions for 
at least 90 days and that can be detected by 
appropriate equipment.

(b) APPLICABLE AIRCRAFT DEFINED.—In this 
section, the term ‘‘applicable aircraft’’ means an 
aircraft manufactured on or after January 1, 
2028, that is—

(1) operated under part 121 of title 14, Code of 
Federal Regulations; 

(2) required by regulation to have a cockpit 
voice recorder and a flight data recorder; and 

(3) used in extended overwater operations. 

(Added Pub. L. 118–63, title III, § 352(a), May 16, 
2024, 138 Stat. 1112.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The date of enactment of this section, referred to in 

subsec. (a), is the date of enactment of Pub. L. 118–63, 

which was approved May 16, 2024. 

§ 44747. Aviation safety oversight measures car-
ried out by foreign countries 

(a) ASSESSMENT.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—On a regular basis, the Ad-

ministrator, in consultation with the Sec-
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retary of Transportation and the Secretary of 
State, shall assess aviation safety oversight 
measures carried out by any foreign country—

(A) from which a foreign air carrier is con-
ducting foreign air transportation to and 
from the United States; 

(B) from which a foreign air carrier seeks 
to conduct foreign air transportation to and 
from the United States; 

(C) whose air carriers carry or seek to 
carry the code of a United States air carrier; 
or 

(D) as determined appropriate by the Ad-
ministrator.

(2) CONSULTATION AND CRITERIA.—In con-
ducting an assessment described in paragraph 
(1), the Administrator shall—

(A) consult with the appropriate authori-
ties of the government of the foreign coun-
try; 

(B) determine the efficacy with which such 
foreign country carries out and complies 
with its aviation safety oversight respon-
sibilities consistent with—

(i) the Convention on International Civil 
Aviation (in this section referred to as the 
‘‘Chicago Convention’’); 

(ii) international aviation safety stand-
ards; and 

(iii) recommended practices set forth by 
the International Civil Aviation Organiza-
tion;

(C) use a standard approach and method-
ology that will result in an analysis of the 
aviation safety oversight activities of such 
foreign country that are carried out to meet 
the minimum standards contained in An-
nexes 1, 6, and 8 to the Chicago Convention 
in effect on the date of the assessment, or 
any such successor documents; and 

(D) identify instances of noncompliance 
pertaining to the aviation safety oversight 
activities of such foreign country consistent 
with the Chicago Convention, international 
aviation safety standards, and recommended 
practices set forth by the International Civil 
Aviation Organization.

(3) FINDINGS OF NONCOMPLIANCE.—In any case 
in which the assessment described in sub-
section (a)(1) finds an instance of non-compli-
ance, the Administrator shall—

(A) notify the foreign country that is the 
subject of such finding; 

(B) not later than 90 days after trans-
mission of such notification, request and ini-
tiate final discussions with the foreign coun-
try to recommend actions by which the for-
eign country can mitigate the noncompli-
ance; and 

(C) after the discussions described in sub-
paragraph (B) have concluded, determine 
whether or not the noncompliance finding 
has been corrected;

(b) UNCORRECTED NON-COMPLIANCE.—If the Ad-
ministrator finds that such foreign country has 
not corrected the non-compliance by the close of 
such final discussions—

(1) the Administrator shall notify the Sec-
retary of Transportation and the Secretary of 

State that the condition of noncompliance re-
mains; 

(2) the Administrator, after consulting with 
informing the Secretary of Transportation and 
the Secretary of State, shall notify the foreign 
country of such finding; and 

(3) notwithstanding section 40105(b), the Ad-
ministrator, after consulting with the appro-
priate civil aviation authority of such foreign 
country and notifying the Secretary of Trans-
portation and the Secretary of State, may 
withhold, revoke, or prescribe conditions on 
the operating authority of a foreign air carrier 
that—

(A) provides or seeks to provide foreign air 
transportation to and from the United 
States; or 

(B) carries or seeks to carry the code of an 
air carrier.

(c) AUTHORITY.—Notwithstanding subsections 
(a) and (b), the Administrator retains the ability 
to take immediate safety oversight actions if 
the Administrator, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of Transportation and the Secretary of 
State, as needed, determines that a condition 
exists that threatens the safety of passengers, 
aircraft, or crew traveling to or from such for-
eign country. In this event that the Adminis-
trator makes a determination under this sub-
section, the Administrator shall immediately 
notify the Secretary of State of such determina-
tion so that the Secretary of State may issue a 
travel advisory with respect to such foreign 
country. 

(d) PUBLIC NOTIFICATION.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—In any case in which the 

Administrator provides notification to a for-
eign country under subsection (b)(2), the Ad-
ministrator shall—

(A) recommend the actions necessary to 
bring such foreign country into compliance 
with the international standards contained 
in the Chicago Convention; 

(B) publish the identity of such foreign 
country on the website of the Federal Avia-
tion Administration, in the Federal Reg-
ister, and through other mediums appro-
priate to provide notice to the public; and 

(C) brief the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the 
Senate on the identity of such foreign coun-
try and a summary of any critical safety in-
formation resulting from an assessment de-
scribed in subsection (a)(1).

(2) COMPLIANCE.—If the Administrator finds 
that a foreign country subsequently corrects 
all outstanding noncompliances, the Adminis-
trator, after consulting with the appropriate 
civil aviation authority of such foreign coun-
try and notifying the Secretary of Transpor-
tation and the Secretary of State, shall take 
actions as necessary to ensure the updated 
compliance status is reflected, including in 
the mediums invoked in paragraph (1)(B).

(e) ACCURACY OF THE IASA LIST.—A foreign 
country that does not have foreign air carrier 
activity, as described in subsection (a)(1), for an 
extended period of time, as determined by the 
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Administrator, shall be removed for inactivity 
from the public listings described in subsection 
(d)(1)(B), after informing the Secretary of Trans-
portation and the Secretary of State. 

(f) CONSISTENCY.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administration shall 

use data, tools, and methods that ensure 
transparency and repeatability of assessments 
conducted under this section. 

(2) TRAINING.—The Administrator shall en-
sure that Administration personnel are prop-
erly and adequately trained to carry out the 
assessments set forth in this section, includ-
ing with respect to the standards, method-
ology, and material used to make determina-
tions under this section. 

(Added Pub. L. 118–63, title III, § 369(a), May 16, 
2024, 138 Stat. 1137.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Convention on International Civil Aviation, re-

ferred to in subsec. (a)(2)(B)(i), was done at Chicago on 

Dec. 7, 1944, and entered into force for the United 

States on Apr. 4, 1947. 

§ 44748. Aircraft dispatching 

(a) AIRCRAFT DISPATCHING CERTIFICATE.—No 
person may serve as an aircraft dispatcher for 
an air carrier unless such person holds the ap-
propriate aircraft dispatcher certificate issued 
by the Administrator of the Federal Aviation 
Administration. 

(b) PROOF OF CERTIFICATION.—Upon the request 
of the Administrator or an authorized represent-
ative of the National Transportation Safety 
Board, or other appropriate Federal agency, a 
person who holds such a certificate, and is per-
forming dispatching, shall present the certifi-
cate for inspection. 

(c) DISPATCH CENTERS AND FLIGHT FOLLOWING 
CENTERS.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—Each air carrier shall 
establish and maintain sufficient dispatch cen-
ters and flight following centers necessary to 
maintain operational control of each flight of 
the air carrier at all times. 

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—An air carrier shall en-
sure that each dispatch center and flight fol-
lowing center of the air carrier—

(A) has a sufficient number of aircraft dis-
patchers on duty at the dispatch center or 
flight following center to ensure proper 
operational control of each flight of the air 
carrier at all times; 

(B) has the necessary equipment, in good 
repair, to maintain proper operational con-
trol of each flight of the air carrier at all 
times; and 

(C) includes the presence of physical secu-
rity and cybersecurity protections to pre-
vent unauthorized access to the dispatch 
center or flight following center or to the 
operations of either such center.

(d) PROHIBITION.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in para-

graph (2), an air carrier may not dispatch air-
craft from any location other than the dis-
patch center or flight following center of the 
air carrier. 

(2) EMERGENCY AUTHORITY.—In the event of 
an emergency or other event that renders a 
dispatch center or a flight following center in-
operable, an air carrier may dispatch aircraft 
from a location other than the dispatch center 
or flight following center of the air carrier for 
a period of time not to exceed 14 consecutive 
days per location without approval of the Ad-
ministrator. 

(Added Pub. L. 118–63, title IV, § 420(b)(1), May 16, 
2024, 138 Stat. 1164.)
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Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2024—Pub. L. 118–63, title IX, §§ 902(b), 925(b)(2), 926(b), 

930(b), 935(b), title X, §§ 1006(b), 1007(b), May 16, 2024, 138 

Stat. 1341, 1360, 1361, 1367, 1372, 1389, added items 44803, 

44804, 44806, and 44811 to 44814 and struck out former 

items 44803 ‘‘Unmanned aircraft system test ranges’’, 

44804 ‘‘Small unmanned aircraft in the Arctic’’, and 

44806 ‘‘Public unmanned aircraft systems’’. 
2018—Pub. L. 115–254, div. B, title III, §§ 343(b), 344(b), 

345(c), 346(b)(1), 347(b)(1), 348(b), 349(b)(1), 383(b)(1), Oct. 

5, 2018, 132 Stat. 3290, 3291, 3293, 3295–3297, 3300, 3322, 

added items 44803 to 44810. 

§ 44801. Definitions 

In this chapter, the following definitions 
apply: 

(1) ACTIVELY TETHERED UNMANNED AIRCRAFT 
SYSTEM.—The term ‘‘actively tethered un-
manned aircraft system’’ means an unmanned 
aircraft system in which the unmanned air-
craft component—

(A) weighs 55 pounds or less, including pay-
load but not including the tether; 

(B) is physically attached to a ground sta-
tion with a taut, appropriately load-rated 
tether that provides continuous power to the 
unmanned aircraft and is unlikely to be sep-
arated from the unmanned aircraft; 

(C) is controlled and retrieved by such 
ground station through physical manipula-
tion of the tether; 

(D) is able to maintain safe flight control 
in the event of a power or flight control fail-
ure during flight; and 
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