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medical personnel on a flight, including the 
possible use of shoulder harnesses, helmets, 
seatbelts, and fire resistant clothing to en-
hance crash survivability.

(2) DEADLINES.—Not later than 180 days after 
the date of issuance of a final rule under sub-
section (b), the Administrator shall initiate 
the rulemaking under this subsection. 

(3) LIMITATION ON CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this subsection shall be construed to require 
the Administrator to propose or finalize any 
rule that would derogate or supersede the rule 
required to be finalized under subsection (b).

(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the following 
definitions apply: 

(1) PART 135.—The term ‘‘part 135’’ means 
part 135 of title 14, Code of Federal Regula-
tions. 

(2) PART 135 CERTIFICATE HOLDER.—The term 
‘‘part 135 certificate holder’’ means a person 
holding an operating certificate issued under 
part 119 of title 14, Code of Federal Regula-
tions, that is authorized to conduct civil heli-
copter air ambulance operations under part 
135. 

(Added Pub. L. 112–95, title III, § 306(a), Feb. 14, 
2012, 126 Stat. 58.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The date of enactment of this section, referred to in 

subsec. (a)(1), is the date of enactment of Pub. L. 112–95, 

which was approved Feb. 14, 2012. 

§ 44731. Collection of data on helicopter air am-
bulance operations 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator of the 
Federal Aviation Administration shall require a 
part 135 certificate holder providing helicopter 
air ambulance services to submit to the Admin-
istrator, annually, a report containing, at a 
minimum, the following data: 

(1) The number of helicopters that the cer-
tificate holder uses to provide helicopter air 
ambulance services and the base locations of 
the helicopters. 

(2) The number of hours flown by the heli-
copters operated by the certificate holder. 

(3) The number of patients transported and 
the number of patient transport requests for a 
helicopter providing air ambulance services 
that were accepted or declined by the certifi-
cate holder and the type of each such flight re-
quest (such as scene response, interfacility 
transport, or organ transport). 

(4) The number of accidents, if any, involv-
ing helicopters operated by the certificate 
holder while providing air ambulance services 
and a description of the accidents. 

(5) The number of hours flown under instru-
ment flight rules by helicopters operated by 
the certificate holder. 

(6) The number of hours flown at night by 
helicopters operated by the certificate holder. 

(7) The number of incidents, if any, in which 
a helicopter was not directly dispatched and 
arrived to transport patients but was not uti-
lized for patient transport.

(b) REPORTING PERIOD.—Data contained in a 
report submitted by a part 135 certificate holder 

under subsection (a) shall relate to such report-
ing period as the Administrator determines ap-
propriate. 

(c) DATABASE.—Not later than 180 days after 
the date of enactment of this section, the Ad-
ministrator shall develop a method to collect 
and store the data collected under subsection 
(a), including a method to protect the confiden-
tiality of any trade secret or proprietary infor-
mation provided in response to this section. 

(d) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—The Administrator 
shall submit annually to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure of the House 
of Representatives and the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the Sen-
ate a report containing a summary of the data 
collected under subsection (a). The report shall 
include the number of accidents experienced by 
helicopter air ambulance operations, the num-
ber of fatal accidents experienced by helicopter 
air ambulance operations, and the rate, per 
100,000 flight hours, of accidents and fatal acci-
dents experienced by operators providing heli-
copter air ambulance services. 

(e) IMPLEMENTATION.—In carrying out this sec-
tion, the Administrator, in collaboration with 
part 135 certificate holders providing helicopter 
air ambulance services, shall—

(1) propose and develop a method to collect 
and store the data submitted under subsection 
(a), including a method to protect the con-
fidentiality of any trade secret or proprietary 
information submitted; and 

(2) ensure that the database under sub-
section (c) and the report under subsection (d) 
include data and analysis that will best inform 
efforts to improve the safety of helicopter air 
ambulance operations.

(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the terms 
‘‘part 135’’ and ‘‘part 135 certificate holder’’ have 
the meanings given such terms in section 44730. 

(Added Pub. L. 112–95, title III, § 306(a), Feb. 14, 
2012, 126 Stat. 60; amended Pub. L. 115–254, div. B, 
title III, § 314(d), Oct. 5, 2018, 132 Stat. 3266.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The date of enactment of this section, referred to in 

subsec. (c), is the date of enactment of Pub. L. 112–95, 

which was approved Feb. 14, 2012. 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 115–254, § 314(d)(1)(A), sub-

stituted ‘‘annually’’ for ‘‘not later than 1 year after the 

date of enactment of this section, and annually there-

after’’ in introductory provisions. 

Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 115–254, § 314(d)(1)(B), sub-

stituted ‘‘hours flown by the helicopters operated by 

the certificate holder’’ for ‘‘flights and hours flown, by 

registration number, during which helicopters operated 

by the certificate holder were providing helicopter air 

ambulance services’’. 

Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 115–254, § 314(d)(1)(C), sub-

stituted ‘‘of patients transported and the number of pa-

tient transport’’ for ‘‘of flight’’, inserted ‘‘or’’ after 

‘‘interfacility transport,’’, and struck out ‘‘, or ferry or 

repositioning flight’’ after ‘‘organ transport’’. 

Subsec. (a)(5). Pub. L. 115–254, § 314(d)(1)(D), struck 

out ‘‘flights and’’ after ‘‘The number of’’ and ‘‘while 

providing air ambulance services’’ before period at end. 

Subsec. (a)(6). Pub. L. 115–254, § 314(d)(1)(E), amended 

par. (6) generally. Prior to amendment, par. (6) read as 
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follows: ‘‘The time of day of each flight flown by heli-

copters operated by the certificate holder while pro-

viding air ambulance services.’’

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 115–254, § 314(d)(2), substituted 

‘‘The Administrator shall submit annually’’ for ‘‘Not 

later than 2 years after the date of enactment of this 

section, and annually thereafter, the Administrator 

shall submit’’ and inserted at end ‘‘The report shall in-

clude the number of accidents experienced by heli-

copter air ambulance operations, the number of fatal 

accidents experienced by helicopter air ambulance op-

erations, and the rate, per 100,000 flight hours, of acci-

dents and fatal accidents experienced by operators pro-

viding helicopter air ambulance services.’’

Subsecs. (e), (f). Pub. L. 115–254, § 314(d)(3), (4), added 

subsec. (e) and redesignated former subsec. (e) as (f).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

HELICOPTER AIR AMBULANCE OPERATIONS DATA AND 

REPORTS 

Pub. L. 115–254, div. B, title III, § 314(a)–(c), Oct. 5, 

2018, 132 Stat. 3265, 3266, provided that: 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after the 

date of enactment of this Act [Oct. 5, 2018], the Admin-

istrator [of the Federal Aviation Administration], in 

collaboration with helicopter air ambulance industry 

stakeholders, shall assess the availability of informa-

tion to the general public related to the location of hel-

iports and helipads used by helicopters providing air 

ambulance services, including helipads and helipads 

outside of those listed as part of any existing databases 

of Airport Master Record (5010) forms. 

‘‘(b) REQUIREMENTS.—Based on the assessment under 

subsection (a), the Administrator shall—

‘‘(1) update, as necessary, any existing guidance on 

what information is included in the current databases 

of Airport Master Record (5010) forms to include in-

formation related to heliports and helipads used by 

helicopters providing air ambulance services; or 

‘‘(2) develop, as appropriate and in collaboration 

with helicopter air ambulance industry stakeholders, 

a new database of heliports and helipads used by heli-

copters providing air ambulance services. 

‘‘(c) REPORTS.—

‘‘(1) ASSESSMENT REPORT.—Not later than 30 days 

after the date the assessment under subsection (a) is 

complete, the Administrator shall submit to the ap-

propriate committees of Congress [Committee on 

Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Sen-

ate and Committee on Transportation and Infrastruc-

ture of the House of Representatives] a report on the 

assessment, including any recommendations on how 

to make information related to the location of heli-

ports and helipads used by helicopters providing air 

ambulance services available to the general public. 

‘‘(2) IMPLEMENTATION REPORT.—Not later than 30 

days after completing action under paragraph (1) or 

paragraph (2) of subsection (b), the Administrator 

shall submit to the appropriate committees of Con-

gress a report on such action.’’

§ 44732. Prohibition on personal use of electronic 
devices on flight deck 

(a) IN GENERAL.—It is unlawful for a flight 
crewmember of an aircraft used to provide air 
transportation under part 121 of title 14, Code of 
Federal Regulations, to use a personal wireless 
communications device or laptop computer 
while at the flight crewmember’s duty station 
on the flight deck of such an aircraft while the 
aircraft is being operated. 

(b) EXCEPTIONS.—Subsection (a) shall not 
apply to the use of a personal wireless commu-
nications device or laptop computer for a pur-
pose directly related to operation of the air-
craft, or for emergency, safety-related, or em-

ployment-related communications, in accord-
ance with procedures established by the air car-
rier and the Administrator of the Federal Avia-
tion Administration. 

(c) ENFORCEMENT.—In addition to the penalties 
provided under section 46301 applicable to any 
violation of this section, the Administrator of 
the Federal Aviation Administration may en-
force compliance with this section under section 
44709 by amending, modifying, suspending, or re-
voking a certificate under this chapter. 

(d) PERSONAL WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS DE-
VICE DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘per-
sonal wireless communications device’’ means a 
device through which personal wireless services 
(as defined in section 332(c)(7)(C)(i) of the Com-
munications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 332(c)(7)(C)(i))) 
are transmitted. 

(Added Pub. L. 112–95, title III, § 307(a), Feb. 14, 
2012, 126 Stat. 61.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

REGULATIONS 

Pub. L. 112–95, title III, § 307(d), Feb. 14, 2012, 126 Stat. 

62, provided that: ‘‘Not later than 90 days after the date 

of enactment of this Act [Feb. 14, 2012], the Adminis-

trator of the Federal Aviation Administration shall ini-

tiate a rulemaking procedure for regulations to carry 

out section 44732 of title 49, United States Code (as 

added by this section), and shall issue a final rule 

thereunder not later than 2 years after the date of en-

actment of this Act.’’

§ 44733. Inspection of repair stations located out-
side the United States 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of enactment of this section, the Ad-
ministrator of the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion shall establish and implement a safety as-
sessment system for all part 145 repair stations 
based on the type, scope, and complexity of 
work being performed. The system shall—

(1) ensure that repair stations located out-
side the United States are subject to appro-
priate inspections based on identified risks 
and consistent with existing United States re-
quirements; 

(2) consider inspection results and findings 
submitted by foreign civil aviation authorities 
operating under a maintenance safety or 
maintenance implementation agreement with 
the United States; and 

(3) require all maintenance safety or mainte-
nance implementation agreements to provide 
an opportunity for the Administration to con-
duct independent inspections of covered part 
145 repair stations when safety concerns war-
rant such inspections.

(b) NOTICE TO CONGRESS OF NEGOTIATIONS.—
The Administrator shall notify the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of 
the Senate and the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of Rep-
resentatives not later than 30 days after initi-
ating formal negotiations with foreign aviation 
authorities or other appropriate foreign govern-
ment agencies on a new maintenance safety or 
maintenance implementation agreement. 

(c) ANNUAL REPORT.—The Administrator shall 
publish an annual report on the Administra-
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