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(1) advise the holder of the certificate of the
reason for the revocation; and

(2) provide the holder of the certificate an
opportunity to be heard on why the certificate
should not be revoked.

(d) APPEAL.—The provisions of section 44710(d)
apply to the appeal of a revocation order under
subsection (b). For the purpose of applying that
section to the appeal, ‘‘person’ shall be sub-
stituted for “‘individual’ each place it appears.

(e) ACQUITTAL OR REVERSAL.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator may not
revoke, and the National Transportation Safe-
ty Board may not affirm a revocation of, a
certificate under subsection (b)(1)(B) if the
holder of the certificate or the individual re-
ferred to in subsection (b)(1) is acquitted of all
charges directly related to the violation.

(2) REISSUANCE.—The Administrator may re-
issue a certificate revoked under subsection
(b) of this section to the former holder if—

(A) the former holder otherwise satisfies
the requirements of this chapter for the cer-
tificate; and

(B)(i) the former holder or the individual
referred to in subsection (b)(1), is acquitted
of all charges related to the violation on
which the revocation was based; or

(ii) the conviction of the former holder or
such individual of the violation on which the
revocation was based is reversed.

(f) WAIVER.—The Administrator may waive
revocation of a certificate under subsection (b)
if—

(1) a law enforcement official of the United

States Government requests a waiver; and

(2) the waiver will facilitate law enforce-
ment efforts.

(g) AMENDMENT OF CERTIFICATE.—If the holder
of a certificate issued under this chapter is
other than an individual and the Administrator
finds that—

(1) an individual who had a controlling or
ownership interest in the holder committed a
violation of a law for the violation of which a
certificate may be revoked under this section
or knowingly, and with intent to defraud, car-
ried out or facilitated an activity punishable
under such a law; and

(2) the holder satisfies the requirements for
the certificate without regard to that indi-
vidual,

then the Administrator may amend the certifi-
cate to impose a limitation that the certificate
will not be valid if that individual has a control-
ling or ownership interest in the holder. A deci-
sion by the Administrator under this subsection
is not reviewable by the Board.

(Added Pub. L. 106-181, title V, §505(a)(1), Apr. 5,
2000, 114 Stat. 134; amended Pub. L. 108-176, title
V, §501, Dec. 12, 2003, 117 Stat. 2556.)

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

2003—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 108-176 struck out ‘‘or’’ at
end of subpar. (A), added subpar. (B), and redesignated
former subpar. (B) as (C) and substituted ‘‘described in
subparagraph (A) or (B)” for ‘‘convicted of such a viola-
tion”.
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Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2003 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 108-176 applicable only to fis-
cal years beginning after Sept. 30, 2003, except as other-
wise specifically provided, see section 3 of Pub. L.
108-176, set out as a note under section 106 of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE

Section applicable only to fiscal years beginning
after Sept. 30, 1999, see section 3 of Pub. L. 106-181, set
out as an Effective Date of 2000 Amendments note
under section 106 of this title.

§44727. Runway safety areas

(a) AIRPORTS IN ALASKA.—AnN airport owner or
operator in the State of Alaska shall not be re-
quired to reduce the length of a runway or de-
clare the length of a runway to be less than the
actual pavement length in order to meet stand-
ards of the Federal Aviation Administration ap-
plicable to runway safety areas.

(b) STUDY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall con-
duct a study of runways at airports in States
other than Alaska to determine which airports
are affected by standards of the Federal Avia-
tion Administration applicable to runway
safety areas and to assess how operations at
those airports would be affected if the owner
or operator of the airport is required to reduce
the length of a runway or declare the length of
a runway to be less than the actual pavement
length in order to meet such standards.

(2) REPORT.—Not later than 9 months after
the date of enactment of this section, the Sec-
retary shall transmit to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the
Senate and the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives a report containing the results of the
study.

(Added Pub. L. 108-176, title V, §502(a), Dec. 12,
2003, 117 Stat. 2557.)

Editorial Notes
REFERENCES IN TEXT

The date of enactment of this section, referred to in
subsec. (b)(2), is the date of enactment of Pub. L.
108-176, which was approved Dec. 12, 2003.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE

Section applicable only to fiscal years beginning
after Sept. 30, 2003, except as otherwise specifically pro-
vided, see section 3 of Pub. L. 108-176, set out as an Ef-
fective Date of 2003 Amendment note under section 106
of this title.

§44728. Flight attendant certification

(a) CERTIFICATE REQUIRED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—NO person may serve as a
flight attendant aboard an aircraft of an air
carrier unless that person holds a certificate
of demonstrated proficiency from the Admin-
istrator of the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion. Upon the request of the Administrator or
an authorized representative of the National
Transportation Safety Board or another Fed-
eral agency, a person who holds such a certifi-
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cate shall present the certificate for inspec-
tion within a reasonable period of time after
the date of the request.

(2) SPECIAL RULE FOR CURRENT FLIGHT AT-
TENDANTS.—An individual serving as a flight
attendant on the effective date of this section
may continue to serve aboard an aircraft as a
flight attendant until completion by that indi-
vidual of the required recurrent or requalifica-
tion training and subsequent certification
under this section.

(3) TREATMENT OF FLIGHT ATTENDANT AFTER
NOTIFICATION.—On the date that the Adminis-
trator is notified by an air carrier that an in-
dividual has the demonstrated proficiency to
be a flight attendant, the individual shall be
treated for purposes of this section as holding
a certificate issued under the section.

(b) ISSUANCE OF CERTIFICATE.—The Adminis-
trator shall issue a certificate of demonstrated
proficiency under this section to an individual
after the Administrator is notified by the air
carrier that the individual has successfully com-
pleted all the training requirements for flight
attendants approved by the Administrator.

(c) DESIGNATION OF PERSON T0O DETERMINE SUC-
CESSFUL COMPLETION OF TRAINING.—In accord-
ance with part 183 of title 14, Code of Federal
Regulations, the director of operations of an air
carrier is designated to determine that an indi-
vidual has successfully completed the training
requirements approved by the Administrator for
such individual to serve as a flight attendant.

(d) SPECIFICATIONS RELATING TO CERTIFI-
CATES.—Each certificate issued under this sec-
tion shall—

(1) be numbered and recorded by the Admin-
istrator;

(2) contain the name, address, and descrip-
tion of the individual to whom the certificate
is issued;

(3) be similar in size and appearance to cer-
tificates issued to airmen;

(4) contain the airplane group for which the
certificate is issued; and

(5) be issued not later than 120 days after the
Administrator receives notification from the
air carrier of demonstrated proficiency and, in
the case of an individual serving as flight at-
tendant on the effective date of this section,
not later than 1 year after such effective date.

(e) APPROVAL OF TRAINING PROGRAMS.—Air
carrier flight attendant training programs shall
be subject to approval by the Administrator. All
flight attendant training programs approved by
the Administrator in the 1-year period ending on
the date of enactment of this section shall be
treated as providing a demonstrated proficiency
for purposes of meeting the certification re-
quirements of this section.

(f) MINIMUM LANGUAGE SKILLS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—NO person may serve as a
flight attendant aboard an aircraft of an air
carrier, unless that person has demonstrated
to an individual qualified to determine pro-
ficiency the ability to read, speak, and write
English well enough to—

(A) read material written in English and
comprehend the information;

(B) speak and understand English suffi-
ciently to provide direction to, and under-
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stand and answer questions from, English-
speaking individuals;

(C) write incident reports and statements
and log entries and statements; and

(D) carry out written and oral instructions
regarding the proper performance of their
duties.

(2) FOREIGN FLIGHTS.—The requirements of
paragraph (1) do not apply to a flight attend-
ant serving solely between points outside the
United States.

(g) FLIGHT ATTENDANT DEFINED.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘flight attendant’ means an indi-
vidual working as a flight attendant in the
cabin of an aircraft that has 20 or more seats
and is being used by an air carrier to provide air
transportation.

(Added Pub. L. 108-176, title VIII, §814(a), Dec.
12, 2003, 117 Stat. 25690; amended Pub. L. 112-95,
title III, §304(a), Feb. 14, 2012, 126 Stat. 58; Pub.
L. 115-254, div. B, title V, §539(i), Oct. 5, 2018, 132
Stat. 3371; Pub. L. 118-63, title XI, §1101(p), May
16, 2024, 138 Stat. 1414.)

Editorial Notes
REFERENCES IN TEXT

For effective date of this section, referred to in sub-
secs. (a)(2) and (d)(b), see Effective Date note below.

The date of enactment of this section, referred to in
subsec. (e), is the date of enactment of Pub. L. 108-176,
which was approved Dec. 12, 2003.

AMENDMENTS

2024—Subsec. (¢). Pub. L. 118-63 substituted ‘‘Regula-
tions,” for ‘“‘Regulation,”.

2018—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 115254, §539(i)(1),
stituted ‘‘title 14" for ‘‘chapter 14”.

Subsec. (d)(3). Pub. L. 115254, §539(i)(2), substituted
“be” for “is”’.

2012—Subsecs. (f), (g). Pub. L. 112-95 added subsec. (f)
and redesignated former subsec. (f) as (g).

sub-

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE

Pub. L. 108-176, title VIII, §814(c), Dec. 12, 2003, 117
Stat. 2592, provided that: ‘“The amendments made by
subsections (a) and (b) [enacting this section and
amending the analysis to this chapter] shall take effect
on the 3656th day following the date of enactment of this
Act [Dec. 12, 2003].”

FACILITATION

Pub. L. 112-95, title III, §304(b), Feb. 14, 2012, 126 Stat.
58, provided that: ‘“The Administrator of the Federal
Aviation Administration shall work with air carriers to
facilitate compliance with the requirements of section
44728(f) of title 49, United States Code (as amended by
this section).”

§44729. Age standards for pilots

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the limitation in
subsection (c¢), a pilot may serve in multicrew
covered operations described in subsection (b)(1)
until attaining 65 years of age. Air carriers that
employ pilots who serve in covered operations
described in subsection (b)(2) may elect to im-
plement an age restriction to prohibit employed
pilots from serving in such covered operations
after attaining 70 years of age by delivering
written notice to the Administrator of the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration. Such election—
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