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‘“(4) even if the landfill is not located in the ap-
proach path of the airport’s runway, it still poses a
hazard because of the birds’ ability to fly away from
the landfill and into the path of oncoming planes;

‘“(5) while certain mileage limits have the potential
to be arbitrary, keeping landfills at least 6 miles
away from an airport, especially an airport served by
small planes, is an appropriate minimum require-
ment for aviation safety; and

‘“(6) closure of existing landfills (due to concerns
about aviation safety) should be avoided because of
the likely disruption to those who use and depend on
such landfills.”

§44719. Standards for navigational aids

The Secretary of Transportation shall pre-
scribe regulations on standards for installing
navigational aids, including airport control tow-
ers. For each type of facility, the regulations
shall consider at a minimum traffic density
(number of aircraft operations without consider-
ation of aircraft size), terrain and other obsta-
cles to navigation, weather characteristics, pas-
sengers served, and potential aircraft operating
efficiencies.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat.
1201.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised . .
Section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
44719 .......... 49 App.:1348 (note). Dec. 30, 1987, Pub. L. 100-223,

§308, 101 Stat. 1526.

The words ‘‘Not later than December 31, 1988’ are
omitted as obsolete.

§44720. Meteorological services

(a) RECOMMENDATIONS.—The Administrator of
the Federal Aviation Administration shall make
recommendations to the Secretary of Commerce
on providing meteorological services necessary
for the safe and efficient movement of aircraft
in air commerce. In providing the services, the
Secretary shall cooperate with the Adminis-
trator and give complete consideration to those
recommendations.

(b) PROMOTING SAFETY AND EFFICIENCY.—To
promote safety and efficiency in air navigation
to the highest possible degree, the Secretary
shall—

(1) observe, measure, investigate, and study
atmospheric phenomena, and maintain mete-
orological stations and offices, that are nec-
essary or best suited for finding out in advance
information about probable weather condi-
tions;

(2) provide reports to the Administrator! to
persons engaged in civil aeronautics that are
designated by the Administrator and to other
persons designated by the Secretary in a way
and with a frequency that best will result in
safety in, and facilitating, air navigation;

(3) cooperate with persons engaged in air
commerce in meteorological services, main-
tain reciprocal arrangements with those per-
sons in carrying out this clause, and collect
and distribute weather reports available from
aircraft in flight;

(4) maintain and coordinate international
exchanges of meteorological information re-

180 in original. Probably should be followed by a comma.
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quired for the safety and efficiency of air navi-
gation;

(5) in cooperation with other departments,
agencies, and instrumentalities of the United
States Government, meteorological services of
foreign countries, and persons engaged in air
commerce, participate in developing an inter-
national basic meteorological reporting net-
work, including the establishment, operation,
and maintenance of reporting stations on the
high seas, in polar regions, and in foreign
countries;

(6) coordinate meteorological requirements
in the United States to maintain standard ob-
servations, to promote efficient use of facili-
ties, and to avoid duplication of services un-
less the duplication tends to promote the safe-
ty and efficiency of air navigation; and

(7) promote and develop meteorological
science and foster and support research
projects in meteorology through the use of
private and governmental research facilities
and provide for publishing the results of the
projects unless publication would not be in the
public interest.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat.
1201.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

ggggffg Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
44720(a) ...... 49 App.:1351. Aug. 23, 1958, Pub. L. 85-726,
§§310, 803, 72 Stat. 751, 783.
49 App.:1655(c)(1). Oct. 15, 1966, Pub. L. 89-670,
§6(c)(1), 80 Stat. 938; Jan.
12, 1983, Pub. L. 97-449,
§7(b), 96 Stat. 2444.
44720(b) ...... 49 App.:1463.
49 App.:1655(c)(1).

In subsection (b), the title ‘‘Secretary’” [of Com-
merce] is substituted for ‘‘Chief of the Weather Bu-
reau’’ in section 803 of the Federal Aviation Act of 1958
(Public Law 85-726, 72 Stat. 783) because of sections 1
and 2 of Reorganization Plan No. 2 of 1965 (eff. July 13,
1965, 79 Stat. 1318). Before clause (1), the words ‘‘In
order’” and ‘‘in addition to any other functions or du-
ties pertaining to weather information for other pur-
poses’ are omitted as surplus. In clause (2), the words
‘‘forecasts, warnings, and advices’ are omitted as being
included in ‘‘reports’. In clause (3), the words ‘‘or em-
ployees thereof”” and ‘‘establish and’” are omitted as
surplus. The words ‘‘with those persons’ are added for
clarity. In clause (5), the words ‘‘departments, agencies,
and instrumentalities of the United States Govern-
ment’’ are substituted for ‘‘governmental agencies of
the United States’ for consistency in the revised title
and with other titles of the United States Code.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
IMPROVED SAFETY IN RURAL AREAS

Pub. L. 115-254, div. B, title III, §322, Oct. 5, 2018, 132
Stat. 3270, provided that: ‘“The Administrator [of the
Federal Aviation Administration] shall permit an air
carrier operating pursuant to part 135 of title 14, Code
of Federal Regulations, to operate to a destination
with a published approach, in a noncontiguous State
under instrument flight rules and conduct an instru-
ment approach without a destination Meteorological
Aerodrome Report (METAR) if a current Area Fore-
cast, supplemented by noncertified local weather obser-
vations (such as weather cameras and human observa-
tions) is available, and an alternate airport that has a
weather report is specified. The operator shall have ap-
proved procedures for departure and en route weather
evaluation.”
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