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program under which the Secretary may make 
grants to project sponsors for not more than 10 
eligible projects per fiscal year for the purpose 
of improving aviation safety and enhancing mo-
bility of the Nation’s air transportation system 
by encouraging non-Federal investment in crit-
ical air traffic control equipment and software. 

(b) FEDERAL SHARE.—The Federal share of the 
cost of an eligible project carried out under the 
program shall not exceed 33 percent. The non-
Federal share of the cost of an eligible project 
shall be provided from non-Federal sources, in-
cluding revenues collected pursuant to section 
40117. 

(c) LIMITATION ON GRANT AMOUNTS.—No eligi-
ble project may receive more than $5,000,000 in 
Federal funds under the program. 

(d) FUNDING.—The Secretary shall use 
amounts appropriated under section 48101(a) to 
carry out the program. 

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the following 
definitions apply: 

(1) ELIGIBLE PROJECT.—The term ‘‘eligible 
project’’ means a project to purchase equip-
ment or software relating to the Nation’s air 
traffic control system that is certified or ap-
proved by the Administrator of the Federal 
Aviation Administration and that promotes 
safety, efficiency, or mobility. Such projects 
may include—

(A) airport-specific air traffic facilities 
and equipment, including local area aug-
mentation systems, instrument landing sys-
tems, weather and wind shear detection 
equipment, and lighting improvements; 

(B) automation tools to effect improve-
ments in airport capacity, including passive 
final approach spacing tools and traffic man-
agement advisory equipment; and 

(C) equipment and software that enhance 
airspace control procedures or assist in en 
route surveillance, including oceanic and 
offshore flight tracking.

(2) PROJECT SPONSOR.—The term ‘‘project 
sponsor’’ means any major user of the national 
airspace system, as determined by the Sec-
retary, including a public-use airport or a 
joint venture between a public-use airport and 
one or more air carriers.

(f) TRANSFERS OF EQUIPMENT.—Notwith-
standing any other provision of law, and upon 
agreement by the Administrator, a project spon-
sor may transfer, without consideration, to the 
Federal Aviation Administration, facilities, 
equipment, or automation tools, the purchase of 
which was assisted by a grant made under this 
section, if such facilities, equipment or tools 
meet Federal Aviation Administration oper-
ation and maintenance criteria. 

(g) GUIDELINES.—The Administrator shall 
issue advisory guidelines on the implementation 
of the program. The guidelines shall not be sub-
ject to administrative rulemaking requirements 
under subchapter II of chapter 5 of title 5. 

(Added Pub. L. 108–176, title I, § 183(a), Dec. 12, 
2003, 117 Stat. 2516.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section applicable only to fiscal years beginning 

after Sept. 30, 2003, except as otherwise specifically pro-

vided, see section 3 of Pub. L. 108–176, set out as an Ef-

fective Date of 2003 Amendment note under section 106 

of this title. 

§ 44518. Advanced Materials Center of Excellence 

(a) IN GENERAL.—
(1) CONTINUED OPERATIONS.—The Adminis-

trator shall—
(A) continue operation of the Advanced 

Materials Center of Excellence (referred to 
in this section as the ‘‘Center’’); and 

(B) make a determination on whether to 
award a grant to the Center not later than 90 
days after the date on which the grants offi-
cer of the Federal Aviation Administration 
recommends a proposal for award of such 
grant to the Administrator.

(2) PURPOSES.—The Center shall—
(A) focus on applied research and training 

on the safe use of composites and advanced 
materials, and related manufacturing prac-
tices, in airframe structures; and 

(B) conduct research and development into 
aircraft structure crash worthiness and pas-
senger safety, as well as address safe and ac-
cessible air travel of individuals with a dis-
ability (as defined in section 382.3 of title 14, 
Code of Federal Regulations (or any suc-
cessor regulation)), including materials re-
quired to facilitate safe wheelchair restraint 
systems on commercial aircraft.

(b) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The Center shall—
(1) promote and facilitate collaboration 

among member universities, academia, the 
Administration, the commercial aircraft in-
dustry, including manufacturers, commercial 
air carriers, and suppliers, and other appro-
priate stakeholders for the purposes under 
subsection (a) and the activities described in 
paragraphs (2) through (4); 

(2) carry out research and development ac-
tivities to advance technology, improve engi-
neering practices, and facilitate continuing 
education in relevant areas of study, which 
shall include—

(A) all structural materials, including—
(i) metallic and non-metallic based addi-

tive materials, ceramic materials, carbon 
fiber polymers, and thermoplastic compos-
ites; 

(ii) the long-term material and struc-
tural behavior of such materials; and 

(iii) evaluating the resiliency and long-
term durability of advanced materials in 
high temperature conditions and in en-
gines for applications in advanced aircraft; 
and

(B) structural technologies, such as addi-
tive manufacturing, to be used in applica-
tions within the commercial aircraft indus-
try, including traditional fixed-wing air-
craft, rotorcraft, and emerging aircraft 
types such as advanced air mobility aircraft; 
and

(3) conduct research activities for the pur-
pose of improving the safety and certification 
of aviation structures, materials, and addi-
tively manufactured aviation products and 
components; and 
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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘conduct’’.

(4) conducting 1 research activities to ad-
vance the safe movement of all passengers, in-
cluding individuals with a disability (as de-
fined in section 382.3 of title 14, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations (or any successor regula-
tion)), and individuals using personal wheel-
chairs in flight, that takes into account the 
modeling, engineering, testing, operating, and 
training issues significant to all passengers 
and relevant stakeholders. 

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—Out of 
amounts appropriated under section 48102(a), the 
Administrator may expend not more than 
$10,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2021 through 
2023 to carry out this section. Amounts appro-
priated under the preceding sentence for each 
fiscal year shall remain available until ex-
pended. 

(Added Pub. L. 115–254, div. B, title VII, § 762(a), 
Oct. 5, 2018, 132 Stat. 3428; amended Pub. L. 
116–260, div. V, title I, § 134, Dec. 27, 2020, 134 
Stat. 2356; Pub. L. 118–63, title X, § 1005, May 16, 
2024, 138 Stat. 1387.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2024—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 118–63, § 1005(1), added sub-

sec. (a) and struck out former subsec. (a). Prior to 

amendment, text read as follows: ‘‘The Administrator 

of the Federal Aviation Administration shall continue 

operation of the Advanced Materials Center of Excel-

lence (referred to in this section as the ‘‘Center’’) under 

its structure as in effect on March 1, 2016, which shall 

focus on applied research and training on the durability 

and maintainability of advanced materials in transport 

airframe structures.’’

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 118–63, § 1005(2), added subsec. (b) 

and struck out former subsec. (b). Prior to amendment, 

text read as follows: ‘‘The Center shall—

‘‘(1) promote and facilitate collaboration among 

academia, the Transportation Division of the Federal 

Aviation Administration, and the commercial air-

craft industry, including manufacturers, commercial 

air carriers, and suppliers; and 

‘‘(2) establish goals set to advance technology, im-

prove engineering practices, and facilitate continuing 

education in relevant areas of study.’’

2020—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 116–260 added subsec. (c). 

§ 44519. Certification personnel continuing edu-
cation and training 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator of the 
Federal Aviation Administration shall—

(1) develop a program for regular recurrent 
training of engineers, inspectors, and other 
subject-matter experts employed in the Air-
craft Certification Service of the Administra-
tion in accordance with the training strategy 
developed pursuant to section 231 of the FAA 
Reauthorization Act of 2018 (Public Law 
115–254; 132 Stat. 3256); 

(2) to the maximum extent practicable, im-
plement measures, including assignments in 
multiple divisions of the Aircraft Certification 
Service, to ensure that such engineers and 
other subject-matter experts in the Aircraft 
Certification Service have access to diverse 
professional opportunities that expand their 
knowledge and skills; 

(3) develop a program to provide continuing 
education and training to Administration per-

sonnel who hold positions involving aircraft 
certification and flight standards, including 
human factors specialists, engineers, flight 
test pilots, inspectors, and, as determined ap-
propriate by the Administrator, industry per-
sonnel who may be responsible for compliance 
activities including designees; and 

(4) in consultation with outside experts, de-
velop—

(A) an education and training curriculum 
on current and new aircraft technologies, 
human factors, project management, and the 
roles and responsibilities associated with 
oversight of designees; and 

(B) recommended practices for compliance 
with Administration regulations.

(b) IMPLEMENTATION.—The Administrator 
shall, to the maximum extent practicable, en-
sure that actions taken pursuant to subsection 
(a)—

(1) permit engineers, inspectors, and other 
subject matter experts to continue developing 
knowledge of, and expertise in, new and 
emerging technologies in systems design, 
flight controls, principles of aviation safety, 
system oversight, and certification project 
management; 

(2) minimize the likelihood of an individual 
developing an inappropriate bias toward a de-
signer or manufacturer of aircraft, aircraft en-
gines, propellers, or appliances; 

(3) are consistent with any applicable collec-
tive bargaining agreements; and 

(4) account for gaps in knowledge and skills 
(as identified by the Administrator in con-
sultation with the exclusive bargaining rep-
resentatives certified under section 7111 of 
title 5, United States Code) between Adminis-
tration employees and private-sector employ-
ees for each group of Administration employ-
ees covered under this section.

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There 
is authorized to be appropriated to the Adminis-
trator, $10,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2021 
through 2028 to carry out this section. Amounts 
appropriated under the preceding sentence for 
any fiscal year shall remain available until ex-
pended. 

(Added Pub. L. 116–260, div. V, title I, § 112(a), 
Dec. 27, 2020, 134 Stat. 2331; amended Pub. L. 
118–63, title III, § 306(d), May 16, 2024, 138 Stat. 
1072.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 231 of the FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018 

(Public Law 115–254; 132 Stat. 3256), referred to in sub-

sec. (a)(1), is section 231 of Pub. L. 115–254, div. B, title 

II, Oct. 5, 2018, 132 Stat. 3256, which is not classified to 

the Code. 

AMENDMENTS 

2024—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 118–63 substituted ‘‘2028’’ for 

‘‘2023’’. 

§ 44520. Center of Excellence for Alternative Jet 
Fuels and Environment 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall con-
tinue operation of the Center of Excellence for 
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