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section 44113 of title 49, United States Code) enters into
force with respect to the United States and shall not
apply to any registration or recordation that was made
before such effective date under chapter 441 of such
title or any legal rights relating to such registration or
recordation.” [The Cape Town Treaty entered into
force with respect to the United States on Mar. 1, 2006.
See 71 F.R. 8457.]

REGULATIONS

Pub. L. 108-297, §4, Aug. 9, 2004, 118 Stat. 1096, pro-
vided that:

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator of the Federal
Aviation Administration shall issue regulations nec-
essary to carry out this Act [see Short Title of 2004
Amendment note set out under section 40101 of this
title], including any amendments made by this Act.

‘“(b) CONTENTS OF REGULATIONS.—Regulations to be
issued under this Act shall specify, at a minimum, the
requirements for—

‘(1) the registration of aircraft previously reg-
istered in a country in which the Cape Town Treaty
is in effect; and

‘“(2) the cancellation of registration of a civil air-
craft of the United States based on a request made in
accordance with the Cape Town Treaty.

‘‘(c) EXPEDITED RULEMAKING PROCESS.—

‘(1) FINAL RULE.—The Administrator shall issue
regulations under this section by publishing a final
rule by December 31, 2004.

‘“(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The final rule shall not be ef-
fective before the date the Cape Town Treaty enters
into force with respect to the United States [Mar. 1,
2006, see Effective Date of 2004 Amendment note
above].

‘(3) ECONOMIC ANALYSIS.—The Administrator shall
not be required to prepare an economic analysis of
the cost and benefits of the final rule.

“(d) APPLICABILITY OF TREATY.—Notwithstanding
parts 47.37(a)(3)(ii) and 47.47(a)(2) of title 14, of the Code
of Federal Regulations, Articles IX(5) and XIII of the
Cape Town Treaty shall apply to the matters described
in subsection (b) until the earlier of the effective date
of the final rule under this section or December 31,
2004.”

CAPE TOWN TREATY; FINDINGS AND PURPOSE

Pub. L. 108-297, §2, Aug. 9, 2004, 118 Stat. 1095, pro-
vided that:
‘‘(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the following:

‘(1) The Cape Town Treaty (as defined in section
44113 of title 49, United States Code) extends modern
commercial laws for the sale, finance, and lease of
aircraft and aircraft engines to the international
arena in a manner consistent with United States law
and practice.

‘“(2) The Cape Town Treaty provides for inter-
nationally established and recognized financing and
leasing rights that will provide greater security and
commercial predictability in connection with the fi-
nancing and leasing of highly mobile assets, such as
aircraft and aircraft engines.

‘(3) The legal and financing framework of the Cape
Town Treaty will provide substantial economic bene-
fits to the aviation and aerospace sectors, including
the promotion of exports, and will facilitate the ac-
quisition of newer, safer aircraft around the world.

‘“(4) Only technical changes to United States law
and regulations are required since the asset-based fi-
nancing and leasing concepts embodied in the Cape
Town Treaty are already reflected in the United
States in the Uniform Commercial Code.

‘“(5) The new electronic registry system established
under the Cape Town Treaty will work in tandem
with current aircraft document recordation systems
of the Federal Aviation Administration, which have
served United States industry well.

‘“(6) The United States Government was a leader in
the development of the Cape Town Treaty.
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‘“(b) PURPOSE.—Accordingly, the purpose of this Act
[see Short Title of 2004 Amendment note set out under
section 40101 of this title] is to provide for the imple-
mentation of the Cape Town Treaty in the United
States by making certain technical amendments to the
provisions of chapter 441 of title 49, United States Code,
directing the Federal Aviation Administration to com-
plete the necessary rulemaking processes as expedi-
tiously as possible, and clarifying the applicability of
the Treaty during the rulemaking process.”

§44102. Registration requirements

(a) BELIGIBILITY.—An aircraft may be registered
under section 44103 of this title only when the
aircraft is—

(1) not registered under the laws of a foreign
country and is owned by—

(A) a citizen of the United States;

(B) an individual citizen of a foreign coun-
try lawfully admitted for permanent resi-
dence in the United States; or

(C) a corporation not a citizen of the
United States when the corporation is orga-
nized and doing business under the laws of
the United States or a State, and the air-
craft is based and primarily used in the
United States; or

(2) an aircraft of—

(A) the United States Government; or

(B) a State, the District of Columbia, a
territory or possession of the United States,
or a political subdivision of a State, terri-
tory, or possession.

(b) DuTY TO DEFINE CERTAIN TERM.—In car-
rying out subsection (a)(1)(C) of this section, the
Secretary of Transportation shall define ‘‘based
and primarily used in the United States’.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat.
1161.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

ggggffg Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
44102(a)(1) .. | 49 App.:1401(b) (1st Aug. 23, 1958, Pub. L. 85-726,
sentence cl. (1)). §501(b), 72 Stat. 772; re-
stated Nov. 9, 1977, Pub. L.
95-163, §14, 91 Stat. 1283;
Mar. 8, 1978, Pub. L.
95-241, 92 Stat. 119.
44102(a)(2) .. | 49 App.:1401(b) (Ist
sentence cl. (2)).
44102(b) ...... 49 App.:1401(b) (last
sentence).

In subsection (a), before clause (1), the words ‘‘may be
registered’”’ are substituted for ‘‘shall be eligible for
registration”, and the words ‘‘under section 44103 of
this title” are added, for clarity. The words ‘“only
when”’ are substituted for ‘‘if, but only if”’ for consist-
ency. In subclause (C), the words ‘‘not a citizen of the
United States’ are substituted for ‘“(other than a cor-
poration which is a citizen of the United States)”’ to
eliminate unnecessary words. The word ‘‘lawfully’ is
omitted as surplus.

In subsection (b), the words ‘“‘In carrying out sub-
section (a)(1)(C) of this section’ are added because of
the restatement. The words ‘‘by regulation’” are omit-
ted as unnecessary because of 49:322(a).

§44103. Registration of aircraft

(a) GENERAL.—(1) On application of the owner
of an aircraft that meets the requirements of
section 44102 of this title, the Administrator of
the Federal Aviation Administration shall—

(A) register the aircraft; and
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(B) issue a certificate of registration to its
owner.

(2) The Administrator may prescribe the ex-
tent to which an aircraft owned by the holder of
a dealer’s certificate of registration issued under
section 44104(2) of this title also is registered
under this section.

(b) CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE VIOLATIONS.—(1)
The Administrator may not issue an owner’s
certificate of registration under subsection (a)(1)
of this section to a person whose certificate is
revoked under section 44106 of this title during
the 5-year period beginning on the date of the
revocation, except—

(A) as provided in section 44106(e)(2) of this
title; or

(B) that the Administrator may issue the
certificate to the person after the one-year pe-
riod beginning on the date of the revocation if
the Administrator decides that the aircraft
otherwise meets the requirements of section

44102 of this title and that denial of a certifi-

cate for the 5-year period—

(i) would be excessive considering the na-
ture of the offense or the act committed and
the burden the denial places on the person;
or

(ii) would not be in the public interest.

(2) A decision of the Administrator under
paragraph (1)(B)(i) or (ii) of this subsection is
within the discretion of the Administrator. That
decision or failure to make a decision is not sub-
ject to administrative or judicial review.

(c) CERTIFICATES AS EVIDENCE.—A certificate
of registration issued under this section is—

(1) conclusive evidence of the nationality of
an aircraft for international purposes, but not
conclusive evidence in a proceeding under the
laws of the United States; and

(2) not evidence of ownership of an aircraft
in a proceeding in which ownership is or may
be in issue.

(d) CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE FOR INSPECTION.—
An operator of an aircraft shall make available
for inspection a certificate of registration for
the aircraft when requested by a United States
Government, State, or local law enforcement of-
ficer.

(e) VALIDITY OF AIRCRAFT REGISTRATION DUR-
ING RENEWAL.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—An aircraft may be oper-
ated on or after the expiration date found on
the certificate of registration issued for such
aircraft under this section as if it were not ex-
pired if the operator of such aircraft has
aboard the aircraft—

(A) documentation validating that—

(i) an aircraft registration renewal appli-
cation form (AC Form 8050-1B, or a suc-
ceeding form) has been submitted to the
Administrator for such aircraft but not
yet approved or denied; and

(ii) such aircraft is compliant with main-
tenance, inspections, and any other re-
quirements for the aircraft’s airworthiness
certificate issued under section 44704(d);
and

(B) the most recent aircraft registration.

(2) PROOF OF PENDING RENEWAL APPLICA-
TION.—The Administrator shall provide an ap-
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plicant for renewal of registration under this
section with documentation described in para-
graph (1)(A). Such documentation shall—

(A) be made electronically available to the
applicant immediately upon submitting an
aircraft registration renewal application to
the Civil Aviation Registry for an aircraft;

(B) notify the applicant of the operational
allowance described in paragraph (1);

(C) deem an aircraft’s airworthiness cer-
tificate issued under section 44704(d) as valid
provided that the applicant confirms ac-
knowledgment of the requirements of para-
graph (1)(A)(ii);

(D) confirm the applicant acknowledged
the limitations described in paragraph (3)(A)
and (3)(B); and

(E) include identifying information per-
taining to such aircraft and to the registered
owner.

(3) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this
subsection shall be construed to permit any
person to operate an aircraft—

(A) with an expired registration, except as
specifically provided for under this sub-
section; or

(B) if the Administrator has denied an ap-
plication to renew the registration of such
aircraft.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 1162;
Pub. L. 118-63, title VIII, §812(a), May 16, 2024,
138 Stat. 1326.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised

Section Source (U.S. Code)

Source (Statutes at Large)

44103(a)(1) .. [ 49 App.:1401(c), (). Aug. 23, 1958, Pub. L. 85-726,
§§501(c), (d), (f), 505 (2d
sentence), 72 Stat. 772, 774.

Oct. 15, 1966, Pub. L. 89-670,
§6(c)(1), 80 Stat. 938; Jan.
12, 1983, Pub. L. 97-449,

§7(b), 96 Stat. 2444.

49 App.:1655(c)(1).

44103(a)(2) .. | 49 App.:1405 (2d sen-
tence).

49 App.:1655(c)(1).

49 App.:1401(e)(2)(D), | Aug. 23, 1958, Pub. L. 85-726,
(E). 73 Stat. 731, §501(e)(2)(D)

(E); added Oct. 19, 1984
Pub. L. 98-499, §4(a), 98
Stat. 2315.

44103(b) ......

44103(c) ......
44103(d) ......

49 App.:1401(f).

49 App.:1401(g). Aug. 23, 1958, Pub. L. 85-726,
72 Stat, 731 §501(g) added
Oct. 27, 198 Pub. L.
99-5170, §3401(a)(2) 100
Stat. 3207-99.

In subsection (a)(1), the words ‘‘On application’ are
substituted for ‘‘upon request’, and the words ‘“‘meets
the requirements of section 44102 of this title’’ are sub-
stituted for ‘‘eligible for registration’, for consistency
in this subchapter. The text of 49 App.:1401(d) is omit-
ted as unnecessary because of 49:322(a).

In subsection (b)(1)(B), before subclause (i), the words
‘“‘after the one-year period beginning on the date of the
revocation’ are substituted for ‘‘before the end of such
five-year period (but not before the end of the one-year
period beginning on the date of such revocation)” for
clarity and to eliminate unnecessary words. The words
‘“‘otherwise meets the requirements of section 44102 of
this title”” are substituted for ‘‘is otherwise eligible for
registration under this section’ because of the restate-
ment. The words ‘‘denial of a certificate” are sub-
stituted for ‘‘revocation of the certificate’ for clarity.

In subsection (c), before clause (1), the words ‘A cer-
tificate of registration’ are substituted for ‘‘Registra-
tion” for clarity. In clause (2), the words ‘“‘by a par-
ticular person’ are omitted as surplus.
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Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS
2024—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 118-63 added subsec. (e).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
REGULATIONS

Pub. L. 118-63, title VIII, §812(b), May 16, 2024, 138
Stat. 1327, provided that: ‘“Not later than 36 months
after the date of enactment of this Act [May 16, 2024],
the Administrator [of the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration] shall issue a final rule, if necessary, and up-
date all applicable guidance and policies to reflect the
amendment made by this section [amending this sec-
tion].”

IMPLEMENTATION OF ANTI-TERRORIST AND NARCOTIC
AIR EVENTS PROGRAMS

Pub. L. 118-63, title II, §231(a), May 16, 2024, 138 Stat.
1065, provided that:

‘(1) PRIORITY RECOMMENDATIONS.—Not later than 180
days after the date of enactment of this section [May
16, 2024], the Administrator [of the Federal Aviation
Administration] shall—

“(A) implement recommendations 6, 13, 14, and 15 as
set forth in the Government Accountability Office re-
port entitled ‘Aviation: FAA Needs to Better Pre-
vent, Detect, and Respond to Fraud and Abuse Risks
in Aircraft Registration,” (dated March 25, 2020); and

‘(B) to the extent that rulemaking is necessary to
implement such recommendations, issue a notice of
proposed rulemaking pursuant to the rulemaking au-
thority of the FAA [Federal Aviation Administra-
tion].

‘(2) REMAINING RECOMMENDATIONS.—The Adminis-
trator shall implement recommendations 1 through 5
and 8 through 12 as set forth in the Government Ac-
countability Office report described in paragraph (1)
and, to the extent that rulemaking is necessary to im-
plement such recommendations, issue a notice of pro-
posed rulemaking pursuant to the rulemaking author-
ity of the FAA, on the earlier of—

‘‘(A) the date that is 90 days after the date on which
the FAA implements the Civil Aviation Registry
Electronic Services system; or

‘“(B) January 1, 2026.”’

DEADLINE TO ELIMINATE AIRCRAFT REGISTRATION
BACKLOG

Pub. L. 118-63, title VIII, §817, May 16, 2024, 138 Stat.
1328, provided that: ‘“Not later than 180 days after the
date of enactment of this Act [May 16, 2024], the Ad-
ministrator [of the Federal Aviation Administration]
shall take such actions as may be necessary to reduce
and maintain the aircraft registration and recordation
backlog at the Civil Aviation Registry so that, on aver-
age, applications are processed not later than 10 busi-
ness days after receipt.”

AIRCRAFT REGISTRATION

Pub. L. 115-254, div. B, title V, §556, Oct. 5, 2018, 132
Stat. 3383, provided that:

‘“‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of enactment of this Act [Oct. 5, 2018], the Admin-
istrator [of the Federal Aviation Administration] shall
initiate a rulemaking to increase the duration of air-
craft registrations for noncommercial general aviation
aircraft to 7 years.

“‘(b) CONSIDERATIONS.—In promulgating the notice of
proposed rulemaking described in subsection (a), the
Administrator may consider any events, cir-
cumstances, changes in any ownership entity or struc-
ture, or other condition that would necessitate renewal
prior to the expiration of an aircraft registration.”

RIGHT TO PRIVACY WHEN USING AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL
SYSTEM

Pub. L. 115-254, div. B, title V, §566, Oct. 5, 2018, 132
Stat. 3385, which provided for blocking the registration
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number of certain private aircraft from public dissemi-
nation upon request by the owner or operator, was re-
pealed by Pub. L. 118-63, title VIII, §803(c), May 16, 2024,
138 Stat. 1322. See section 44114 of this title.

AIRCRAFT SITUATIONAL DISPLAY DATA

Pub. L. 106-181, title VII, §729, Apr. 5, 2000, 114 Stat.
168, provided that:

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—A memorandum of agreement be-
tween the Administrator [of the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration] and any person that directly obtains air-
craft situational display data from the Federal Avia-
tion Administration shall require that—

‘“(1) the person demonstrate to the satisfaction of
the Administrator that the person is capable of selec-
tively blocking the display of any aircraft-situation-
display-to-industry derived data related to any iden-
tified aircraft registration number; and

‘(2) the person agree to block selectively the air-
craft registration numbers of any aircraft owner or
operator upon the Administration’s request.

“(b) EXISTING MEMORANDA TO BE CONFORMED.—Not
later than 30 days after the date of the enactment of
this Act [Apr. 5, 2000], the Administrator shall conform
any memoranda of agreement, in effect on such date of
enactment, between the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion and a person under which that person obtains air-
craft situational display data to incorporate the re-
quirements of subsection (a).”

§44104. Registration of aircraft components and
dealers’ certificates of registration

The Administrator of the Federal Aviation
Administration may prescribe regulations—

(1) in the interest of safety for registering
and identifying an aircraft engine, propeller,
or appliance; and

(2) in the public interest for issuing, sus-
pending, and revoking a dealer’s certificate of
registration under this chapter and for its use
by a person manufacturing, distributing, or
selling aircraft.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat.
1162.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

gggggg Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
44104(1) ...... 49 App.:1402. Aug. 23, 1958, Pub. L. 85-726,
§§502, 505 (1st sentence), 72
Stat. 772, T74.
49 App.:1655(c)(1). Oct. 15, 1966, Pub. L. 89-670,
§6(c)(1), 80 Stat. 938; Jan.
12, 1983, Pub. L. 97-449,
§7(b), 96 Stat. 2444.
44104(2) ...... 49 App.:1405 (1st sen-
ence).
49 App.:1655(c)(1).

In this section, before clause (1), the words ‘‘prescribe
regulations’ are substituted for ‘‘establish reasonable
rules and regulations’ in 49 App.:1402 and ‘‘by such rea-
sonable regulations’ in 49 App.:1405 (1st sentence) be-
cause of 49:322(a). In clause (1), the words ‘‘and no air-
craft engine, propeller, or appliance shall be used in
violation of any such rule or regulation’ are omitted as
surplus because of section 46301 of the revised title. In
clause (2), the words ‘‘in connection with’ are omitted
as surplus.

§44105. Suspension and revocation of aircraft
certificates

The Administrator of the Federal Aviation
Administration may suspend or revoke a certifi-
cate of registration issued under section 44103 of
this title when the aircraft no longer meets the
requirements of section 44102 of this title.
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