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1 Section catchline amended by Pub. L. 110–405 without cor-

responding amendment of chapter analysis. 
2 Section repealed by Pub. L. 110–405 without corresponding 

amendment of chapter analysis. 

out as an Effective Date of 2000 Amendments note 

under section 106 of this title. 

§ 41766. Funding 

Of the amounts appropriated under section 
106(k) for each of fiscal years 2001 through 2003, 
such sums as may be necessary may be used to 
carry out this subchapter, including administra-
tive expenses. 

(Added Pub. L. 106–181, title II, § 210(a), Apr. 5, 
2000, 114 Stat. 101.)

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section applicable only to fiscal years beginning 

after Sept. 30, 1999, see section 3 of Pub. L. 106–181, set 

out as an Effective Date of 2000 Amendments note 

under section 106 of this title. 

§ 41767. Termination 

(a) AUTHORITY TO ISSUE FEDERAL CREDIT IN-
STRUMENTS.—The authority of the Secretary of 
Transportation to issue Federal credit instru-
ments under section 41763 shall terminate on the 
date that is 5 years after the date of the enact-
ment of this subchapter. 

(b) CONTINUATION OF AUTHORITY TO ADMIN-
ISTER PROGRAM FOR EXISTING FEDERAL CREDIT 
INSTRUMENTS.—On and after the termination 
date, the Secretary shall continue to administer 
the program established under this subchapter 
for Federal credit instruments issued under this 
subchapter before the termination date until all 
obligations associated with such instruments 
have been satisfied. 

(Added Pub. L. 106–181, title II, § 210(a), Apr. 5, 
2000, 114 Stat. 101.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The date of the enactment of this subchapter, re-

ferred to in subsec. (a), is the date of enactment of Pub. 

L. 106–181, which was approved Apr. 5, 2000.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section applicable only to fiscal years beginning 

after Sept. 30, 1999, see section 3 of Pub. L. 106–181, set 

out as an Effective Date of 2000 Amendments note 

under section 106 of this title.

CHAPTER 419—TRANSPORTATION OF MAIL 

Sec. 

41901. General authority. 

41902. Schedules for certain transportation of mail. 

41903. Duty to provide certain transportation of 

mail. 

41904. Noncitizens transporting mail to or in foreign 

countries.1 

41905. Regulating air carrier transportation of for-

eign mail.2 

41905. Emergency mail transportation. 

41907. Prices for foreign transportation of mail.2

41908. Prices for transporting mail of foreign coun-

tries.2

Sec. 

41906. Duty to oppose unreasonable prices under the 

Universal Postal Union Convention. 

41907. Weighing mail. 

41911. Evidence of providing mail service.2

41908. Effect on foreign postal arrangements.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2008—Pub. L. 110–405, § 2(b)(8), Oct. 13, 2008, 122 Stat. 

4289, redesignated items 41906, 41909, and 41910 as 41905 

‘‘Emergency mail transportation’’, 41906, and 41907 

‘‘Weighing mail’’, respectively. 

Pub. L. 110–405, § 2(b)(8), Oct. 13, 2008, 122 Stat. 4289, 

which directed redesignation of item 49112 as 41908, was 

executed by redesignating item 41912 as 41908 ‘‘Effect of 

foreign postal arrangements’’ to reflect the probable 

intent of Congress. 

§ 41901. General authority 

(a) TITLE 39.—The United States Postal Serv-
ice may provide for the transportation of mail 
by aircraft in interstate air transportation 
under section 5402(e) and (f) of title 39, and in 
foreign air transportation under section 5402(b) 
and (c) of title 39. 

(b) AUTHORITY TO PRESCRIBE PRICES.—Except 
as provided in section 5402 of title 39, on the ini-
tiative of the Secretary of Transportation or on 
petition by the Postal Service or an air carrier, 
the Secretary shall prescribe and publish—

(1) after notice and an opportunity for a 
hearing on the record, reasonable prices to be 
paid by the Postal Service for the transpor-
tation of mail by aircraft between places in 
Alaska, the facilities used in and useful for the 
transportation of mail, and the services re-
lated to the transportation of mail for each 
carrier holding a certificate that authorizes 
that transportation; 

(2) the methods used, whether by aircraft-
mile, pound-mile, weight, space, or a combina-
tion of those or other methods, to determine 
the prices for each air carrier or class of air 
carriers; and 

(3) the effective date of the prices.

(c) OTHER TRANSPORTATION.—In prescribing 
prices under subsection (b) of this section, the 
Secretary may include transportation other 
than by aircraft that is incidental to transpor-
tation of mail by aircraft or necessary because 
of emergency conditions related to aircraft oper-
ations. 

(d) AUTHORITY TO PRESCRIBE DIFFERENT 
PRICES.—Considering conditions peculiar to 
transportation by aircraft and to particular air 
carriers or classes of air carriers, the Secretary 
may prescribe different prices under this section 
for different air carriers or classes of air carriers 
and for different classes of service. In pre-
scribing a price for a carrier under this section, 
the Secretary shall consider, among other fac-
tors, the following: 

(1) the condition that the carrier may hold 
and operate under a certificate authorizing 
the transportation of mail only by providing 
necessary and adequate facilities and service 
for the transportation of mail. 

(2) standards related to the character and 
quality of service to be provided that are pre-
scribed by or under law.
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(e) STATEMENTS ON PRICES.—A petition for pre-
scribing a reasonable price under this section 
must include a statement of the price the peti-
tioner believes is reasonable. 

(f) STATEMENTS ON REQUIRED SERVICES.—The 
Postal Service shall introduce as part of the 
record in every proceeding under this section a 
comprehensive statement of the services to be 
required of the air carrier and other information 
the Postal Service has that the Secretary con-
siders material to the proceeding. 

(Pub. L. 103–272, §§ 1(e), 4(k)(1), (2), July 5, 1994, 
108 Stat. 1153, 1370; Pub. L. 104–52, title VI, 
§ 631(c), Nov. 19, 1995, 109 Stat. 505; Pub. L. 106–31, 
title VI, § 6003, May 21, 1999, 113 Stat. 113; Pub. L. 
107–206, title III, § 3002(e)(2), Aug. 2, 2002, 116 
Stat. 924; Pub. L. 110–405, § 2(b)(1), (2), Oct. 13, 
2008, 122 Stat. 4289.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

PUB. L. 103–272, § 1(e) 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

41901(a) ...... 49 App.:1376(a) (1st 
sentence related 
to non-Alaska 
interstate and 
overseas air trans-
portation less 
words between pa-
rentheses). 

Aug. 23, 1958, Pub. L. 85–726, 
§ 406(a), 72 Stat. 763; Nov. 
9, 1977, Pub. L. 95–163, § 13, 
91 Stat. 1282. 

49 App.:1551(b)(1)(D). Aug. 23, 1958, Pub. L. 85–726, 
72 Stat. 731, § 1601(b)(1)(D); 
added Oct. 4, 1984, Pub. L. 
95–504, § 40(a), 92 Stat. 
1745; Oct. 4, 1984, Pub. L. 
98–443, § 3(d), 98 Stat. 1704. 

41901(b) ...... 49 App.:1376(a) (1st 
sentence related 
to foreign and 
Alaska air trans-
portation less 
words between pa-
rentheses, 2d, last 
sentences). 

49 App.:1376(c). Aug. 23, 1958, Pub. L. 85–726, 
§ 406(c), 72 Stat. 764; Oct. 
24, 1978, Pub. L. 95–504, 
§ 24(b), 92 Stat. 1725. 

49 App.:1551(b)(1)(E). Aug. 23, 1958, Pub. L. 85–726, 
72 Stat. 731, § 1601(b)(1)(E); 
added Oct. 4, 1984, Pub. L. 
98–443, § 3(e), 98 Stat. 1704. 

41901(c) ...... 49 App.:1376(a) (1st 
sentence words be-
tween paren-
theses). 

41901(d) ...... 49 App.:1376(b). Aug. 23, 1958, Pub. L. 85–726, 
§ 406(b), 72 Stat. 763; July 
10, 1962, Pub. L. 87–528, § 5, 
76 Stat. 145; Oct. 15, 1966, 
Pub. L. 89–670, § 8(a), 80 
Stat. 942; Nov. 9, 1977, 
Pub. L. 95–163, § 12(a), 91 
Stat. 1282; Oct. 24, 1978, 
Pub. L. 95–504, §§ 24(a), 
25(a), 92 Stat. 1725. 

49 App.:1376(d). Aug. 23, 1958, Pub. L. 85–726, 
§ 406(d), (e), 72 Stat. 764. 

49 App.:1551(b)(1)(D), 
(E). 

41901(e) ...... 49 App.:1376(e) (1st 
sentence). 

41901(f) ....... 49 App.:1376(e) (last 
sentence). 

49 App.:1551(b)(1)(D), 
(E). 

41901(g) ...... 49 App.:1551(b)(3). Aug. 23, 1958, Pub. L. 85–726, 
72 Stat. 731, 1601(b)(3); 
added Oct. 4, 1984, Pub. L. 
98–443, 3(f), 98 Stat. 1704; 
Sept. 30, 1988, Pub. L. 
100–457, § 346 (related to 
§ 1601(b)(3) of Federal 
Aviation Act of 1958), 102 
Stat. 2155. 

49 App.:1553(c). Oct. 4, 1984, Pub. L. 98–443, 
§ 4(c), 98 Stat. 1705; Sept. 
30, 1988, Pub. L. 100–457, 
§ 346 (related to § 4(c) of 
Civil Aeronautics Board 
Sunset Act of 1984), 102 
Stat. 2155. 

In this section, the word ‘‘prescribe’’ is substituted 

for ‘‘fix and determine’’ and ‘‘fixing and determining’’ 

for consistency in the revised title and with other titles 

of the United States Code. The word ‘‘reasonable’’ is 

substituted for ‘‘fair and reasonable’’ for consistency in 

the revised title and to eliminate an unnecessary word. 

See the revision notes following 49:10101. 

Subsection (a) is substituted for 49 App.:1551(b)(1)(D) 

to make clear that the United States Postal Service de-

rives its authority to provide for the transportation of 

mail by aircraft in interstate transportation from 

39:5402(d) and (f). The text of 49 App.:1376(a) (1st sen-

tence related to non-Alaska interstate and overseas air 

transportation less words between parentheses) is omit-

ted as superseded by 39:5402(d). 

In subsection (b), before clause (1), the words ‘‘Except 

as provided in section 5402 of title 39’’ are added for 

clarity. The words ‘‘from time to time’’ in 49 

App.:1376(a) are omitted as surplus. The text of 49 

App.:1376(a) (2d, last sentences) is omitted as executed. 

In clauses (1) and (2), the word ‘‘prices’’ is substituted 

for ‘‘rates of compensation’’ for consistency in this 

part. In clause (1), the words ‘‘an opportunity for a 

hearing on the record’’ are substituted for ‘‘hearing’’ 

for clarity and consistency with subsection (f) of this 

section. The words ‘‘to be paid by the Postal Service’’ 

are substituted for ‘‘The United States Postal Service 

shall make payments . . . of so much of the total com-

pensation as is fixed and determined by the Board 

under this section without regard to clause (3) of sub-

section (b) of this section’’ in 49 App.:1376(c) to elimi-

nate unnecessary words because the text of 49 

App.:1376(b) (2d sentence words after 2d semicolon) is 

being omitted. See the revision notes for subsection (d) 

of this section. The words ‘‘out of appropriations for 

the transportation of mail by aircraft’’ are omitted as 

being superseded by chapters 20 and 24 of title 39, 

United States Code. The text of 49 App.:1376(c) (2d sen-

tence) is omitted as expired because of 49 App.:1376(c) 

(last sentence). The text of 49 App.:1376(c) (last sen-

tence) is omitted as executed. The words ‘‘and to make 

such rates effective from such date as it shall deter-

mine to be proper’’ in 49 App.:1376(a) are omitted be-

cause the power to determine when rates go into effect 

is included in the power to prescribe rates. The words 

‘‘transportation of mail by aircraft in foreign air trans-

portation or between places in Alaska’’ are substituted 

for ‘‘transportation of mail by aircraft’’ because 49 

App.:1551(b)(1)(D) and (E) provides that transportation 

of mail in interstate or overseas air transportation (ex-

cept transportation of mail between 2 places in Alaska) 

is transferred to the jurisdiction of the United States 

Postal Service leaving the balance of authority under 

49 App.:1376(a) with the Secretary of Transportation. 

In subsections (c), (d), and (f), reference to service 

provided by the Postal Service is omitted as obsolete 

because of 39:5402(d). 

In subsection (c), the words ‘‘In prescribing prices 

under subsection (b) of this section, the Secretary’’ are 

added for clarity. 

In subsection (d), the text of 49 App.:1376(b) (2d sen-

tence words after 2d semicolon, 5th–7th sentences) and 

(d) is omitted as obsolete because under 49 App.:1376(c) 

and 1376a, payments by the Board under 49 App.:1376 

were terminated. The text of 49 App.:1376(b) (3d, 4th 

sentences) is omitted as obsolete because it applies 

only to rates paid for service performed between Octo-

ber 24, 1978, and January 1, 1983. The text of 49 

App.:1376(b) (last sentence) is omitted as executed. 

Subsection (g) is substituted for 49 App.:1551(b)(3) and 

1553(c) because the date on which the authority of the 

Secretary of Transportation to provide for the trans-

portation of mail by aircraft expires is set out in 

39:5402(f). The source provisions of 49 App.:1551(b)(3) pro-

viding for the transfer of that authority from the Sec-

retary to the Postal Service are restated in section 5(k) 

of this bill.
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PUB. L. 103–272, § 4(k)(1), (2) 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

41901(b)(1), 
(g).

49 App.:1551(a)(8). Aug. 23, 1958, Pub. L. 85–726, 
72 Stat. 731, § 1601(a)(8); 
added Oct. 4, 1984, Pub. L. 
98–443, § 3(c), 98 Stat. 1704; 
Sept. 30, 1988, Pub. L. 
100–457, § 346 (related to 
§ 1601(a)(8) of Federal 
Aviation Act of 1958), 102 
Stat. 2155. 

49 App.:1551(b)(3). Aug. 23, 1958, Pub. L. 85–726, 
72 Stat. 731, § 1601(b)(3); 
added Oct. 4, 1984, Pub. L. 
98–443, § 3(f), 98 Stat. 1704; 
Sept. 30, 1988, Pub. L. 
100–457, § 346 (related to 
§ 1601(b)(3) of Federal 
Aviation Act of 1958), 102 
Stat. 2155. 

Section 4(k) reflects amendments to the restatement 

required by section 1601(a)(8) of the Federal Aviation 

Act of 1958 (Public Law 85–726, 72 Stat. 731), as added by 

section 3(c) of the Civil Aeronautics Board Sunset Act 

of 1984 (Public Law 98–443, 98 Stat. 1704), and section 

1601(b)(3) of the Federal Aviation Act of 1958 (Public 

Law 85–726, 72 Stat. 731), as added by section 3(f) of the 

Civil Aeronautics Board Sunset Act of 1984 (Public Law 

98–443, 98 Stat. 1704). Section 1601(a)(8) provides that the 

authority under 49 App.:1371(l) and (m) and 1375(b)–(d) 

as those sections relate to transportation of mail by 

aircraft between places in Alaska (restated in sections 

41107 and 41901–41903 of the revised title) ceases on Jan-

uary 1, 1999. Section 1601(b)(3) transfers the authority 

for prescribing rates for transportation of mail between 

places in Alaska from the Secretary of Transportation 

to the Postal Service effective January 1, 1999.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2008—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 110–405, § 2(b)(1), substituted 

‘‘39, and in foreign air transportation under section 

5402(b) and (c) of title 39.’’ for ‘‘39.’’

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 110–405, § 2(b)(2), struck out ‘‘in 

foreign air transportation or’’ after ‘‘aircraft’’. 

2002—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 107–206 substituted ‘‘5402(e)’’ 

for ‘‘5402(d)’’. 

1999—Subsecs. (b)(1), (g). Pub. L. 106–31 repealed Pub. 

L. 103–272, § 4(k). See 1994 Amendment notes below. 

1995—Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 104–52 struck out subsec. (g) 

which read as follows: ‘‘EXPIRATION DATE.—The author-

ity of the Secretary under this part and section 5402 of 

title 39 providing for the transportation of mail by air-

craft between places in Alaska expires on the date spec-

ified in section 5402(f) of title 39.’’

1994—Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 103–272, § 4(k)(1), which di-

rected the amendment of this section by substituting 

‘‘foreign air transportation,’’ for ‘‘foreign air transpor-

tation or between places in Alaska,’’, effective Jan. 1, 

1999, was repealed by Pub. L. 106–31, § 6003, effective Dec. 

31, 1998. 

Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 103–272, § 4(k)(2), which directed 

the amendment of this section by striking out subsec. 

(g), effective Jan. 1, 1999, was repealed by Pub. L. 106–31, 

§ 6003, effective Dec. 31, 1998.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2008 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 110–405 effective Oct. 1, 2008, 

see section 2(c) of Pub. L. 110–405, set out as a note 

under section 101 of Title 39, Postal Service. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1999 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 106–31, title VI, § 6003, May 21, 1999, 113 Stat. 

113, provided that the amendment made by section 6003 

is effective Dec. 31, 1998. 

§ 41902. Schedules for certain transportation of 
mail 

(a) REQUIREMENT.—Except as provided in sec-
tion 41905 of this title and section 5402 of title 39, 
an air carrier may transport mail by aircraft be-
tween places in Alaska only under a schedule 
designated or required to be established under 
subsection (c) of this section for the transpor-
tation of mail. 

(b) STATEMENTS ON PLACES AND SCHEDULES.—
Every air carrier shall file with the United 
States Postal Service a statement showing—

(1) the places between which the carrier is 
authorized to transport mail in Alaska; 

(2) every schedule of aircraft regularly oper-
ated by the carrier between places described in 
paragraph (1) and every change in each sched-
ule; and 

(3) for each schedule, the places served by 
the carrier and the time of arrival at, and de-
parture from, each such place.

(c) DESIGNATING AND ADDITIONAL SCHEDULES.—
The Postal Service may—

(1) designate any schedule of an air carrier 
filed under subsection (b)(2) of this section for 
the transportation of mail between the places 
between which the carrier is authorized by its 
certificate to transport mail; and 

(2) require the carrier to establish additional 
schedules for the transportation of mail be-
tween those places.

(d) CHANGING SCHEDULES.—A schedule des-
ignated or required to be established for the 
transportation of mail under subsection (c) of 
this section may be changed only after 10 days’ 
notice of the change is filed as provided in sub-
section (b)(2) of this section. The Postal Service 
may disapprove a proposed change in a schedule 
or amend or modify the schedule or proposed 
change. 

(Pub. L. 103–272, §§ 1(e), 4(k)(1), (3), July 5, 1994, 
108 Stat. 1153, 1370; Pub. L. 103–429, § 7(a)(3)(D), 
Oct. 31, 1994, 108 Stat. 4389; Pub. L. 106–31, title 
VI, § 6003, May 21, 1999, 113 Stat. 113; Pub. L. 
110–405, § 2(b)(3), Oct. 13, 2008, 122 Stat. 4289; Pub. 
L. 115–254, div. B, title V, § 539(f), Oct. 5, 2018, 132 
Stat. 3370.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

PUB. L. 103–272, § 1(e) 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

41902(a) ...... 49 App.:1375(b) (last 
sentence). 

Aug. 23, 1958, Pub. L. 85–726, 
§ 405(b), 72 Stat. 760. 

49 App.:1551(a)(4)(A) 
(related to 49 
App.:1375(b)). 

Aug. 23, 1958, Pub. L. 85–726, 
72 Stat. 731, § 1601(a)(4)(A) 
(related to § 405(b)), 
(b)(1)(E); added Oct. 4, 
1984, Pub. L. 98–443, § 3(c), 
(e), 98 Stat. 1703, 1704. 

41902(b) ...... 49 App.:1375(b) (1st 
sentence). 

49 App.:1551(a)(4)(A) 
(related to 49 
App.:1375(b)), 
(b)(1)(E). 

41902(c) ...... 49 App.:1375(b) (2d 
sentence). 

41902(d) ...... 49 App.:1375(b) (3d, 
4th sentences). 

41902(e) ...... 49 App.:1375(b) 
(5th–7th sen-
tences). 

49 App.:1551(a)(4)(A) 
(related to 49 
App.:1375(b)), 
(b)(1)(E). 
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