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§ 313. Nontraditional and Emerging Transpor-
tation Technology Council 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of enactment of this section, the 
Secretary of Transportation (referred to in this 
section as the ‘‘Secretary’’) shall establish a 
council, to be known as the ‘‘Nontraditional and 
Emerging Transportation Technology Council’’ 
(referred to in this section as the ‘‘Council’’), to 
address coordination on emerging technology 
issues across all modes of transportation. 

(b) MEMBERSHIP.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Council shall be com-

posed of—
(A) the Secretary, who shall serve as an ex 

officio member of the Council; 
(B) the Deputy Secretary of Transpor-

tation; 
(C) the Under Secretary of Transportation 

for Policy; 
(D) the Assistant Secretary for Research 

and Technology of the Department of Trans-
portation; 

(E) the Assistant Secretary for Budget and 
Programs of the Department of Transpor-
tation; 

(F) the General Counsel of the Department 
of Transportation; 

(G) the Chief Information Officer of the 
Department of Transportation; 

(H) the Administrator of the Federal Avia-
tion Administration; 

(I) the Administrator of the Federal High-
way Administration; 

(J) the Administrator of the Federal Motor 
Carrier Safety Administration; 

(K) the Administrator of the Federal Rail-
road Administration; 

(L) the Administrator of the Federal Tran-
sit Administration; 

(M) the Administrator of the Maritime Ad-
ministration; 

(N) the Administrator of the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration; 

(O) the Administrator of the Pipeline and 
Hazardous Materials Safety Administration; 
and 

(P) any other official of the Department of 
Transportation, as determined by the Sec-
retary.

(2) CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR.—
(A) CHAIR.—The Deputy Secretary of 

Transportation (or a designee) shall serve as 
Chair of the Council. 

(B) VICE CHAIR.—The Under Secretary of 
Transportation for Policy (or a designee) 
shall serve as Vice Chair of the Council.

(c) DUTIES.—The Council shall—
(1) identify and resolve jurisdictional and 

regulatory gaps or inconsistencies associated 
with nontraditional and emerging transpor-
tation technologies, modes, or projects pend-
ing or brought before the Department of 
Transportation to reduce, to the maximum ex-
tent practicable, impediments to the prompt 
and safe deployment of new and innovative 
transportation technology, including with re-
spect to—

(A) safety oversight; 
(B) environmental review; and 

(C) funding and financing issues;

(2) coordinate the response of the Depart-
ment of Transportation to nontraditional and 
emerging transportation technology projects; 

(3) engage with stakeholders in nontradi-
tional and emerging transportation tech-
nology projects; and 

(4) develop and establish Department of 
Transportation-wide processes, solutions, and 
best practices for identifying and managing 
nontraditional and emerging transportation 
technology projects.

(d) BEST PRACTICES.—Not later than 1 year 
after the date of enactment of this section, the 
Council shall—

(1) publish initial guidelines to achieve the 
purposes described in subsection (c)(4); and 

(2) promote each modal administration with-
in the Department of Transportation to fur-
ther test and support the advancement of non-
traditional and emerging transportation tech-
nologies not specifically considered by the 
Council.

(e) SUPPORT.—The Office of the Secretary shall 
provide support for the Council. 

(f) MEETINGS.—The Council shall meet not less 
frequently than 4 times per year, at the call of 
the Chair. 

(g) LEAD MODAL ADMINISTRATION.—For each 
nontraditional or emerging transportation tech-
nology, mode, or project associated with a juris-
dictional or regulatory gap or inconsistency 
identified under subsection (c)(1), the Chair of 
the Council shall—

(1) designate a lead modal administration of 
the Department of Transportation for review 
of the technology, mode, or project; and 

(2) arrange for the detailing of staff between 
modal administrations or offices of the De-
partment of Transportation as needed to 
maximize the sharing of experience and exper-
tise.

(h) TRANSPARENCY.—Not later than 1 year 
after the date of establishment of the Council, 
and not less frequently than annually thereafter 
until December 31, 2026, the Council shall post 
on a publicly accessible website a report describ-
ing the activities of the Council during the pre-
ceding calendar year. 

(Added Pub. L. 117–58, div. B, title V, § 25008(a), 
Nov. 15, 2021, 135 Stat. 850.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The date of enactment of this section, referred to in 

subsecs. (a) and (d), is the date of enactment of Pub. L. 

117–58, which was approved Nov. 15, 2021.

SUBCHAPTER II—ADMINISTRATIVE 

§ 321. Definitions 

In this subchapter, ‘‘aeronautics’’, ‘‘air com-
merce’’, and ‘‘air navigation facility’’ have the 
same meanings given those terms in section 
40102(a) of this title. 

(Pub. L. 97–449, § 1(b), Jan. 12, 1983, 96 Stat. 2422; 
Pub. L. 98–216, § 2(2), Feb. 14, 1984, 98 Stat. 5; Pub. 
L. 103–272, § 5(m)(8), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 1376; 
Pub. L. 103–429, § 6(2), Oct. 31, 1994, 108 Stat. 4378.)
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1 See References in Text note below. 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

PUB. L. 97–449

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

321 ............. (no source). 

A number of the source provisions of the subchapter 

are taken from 49:ch. 20. The text of 49:ch. 20 contains 

general definitions, some of which are used in those 

source provisions. The section includes those defini-

tions from 49:ch. 20 that are used in the source provi-

sions included in the subchapter. 

PUB. L. 103–429

This makes a clarifying amendment to 49:321.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–429 struck out ‘‘, respectively’’ after 

‘‘of this title’’. 
Pub. L. 103–272 substituted ‘‘section 40102(a) of this 

title’’ for ‘‘section 101(2), (4), and (8) of the Federal 

Aviation Act of 1958 (49 App. U.S.C. 1301(2), (4), (8))’’. 
1984—Pub. L. 98–216 substituted ‘‘49 App. U.S.C.’’ for 

‘‘49 U.S.C.’’.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1994 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 103–429, § 9, Oct. 31, 1994, 108 Stat. 4391, pro-

vided that: ‘‘The amendments made by sections 

6(2)–(15), (19)–(35), (37)–(39), (41), (44)–(52), (54)–(62), (65), 

(66)(B), (70), (73)–(76), and (78)–(81) of this Act [enacting 

section 41312 of this title and amending this section and 

sections 5103, 5104, 5115, 5125, 5307, 5318, 5320, 5323, 5326, 

5327, 5331, 5337, 5565, 20136, 22108, 24501, 24904, 30141, 30165, 

30166, 30308, 31501, 32101, 32304, 32309, 32505, 32703, 32705, 

32706, 32908 to 32910, 32913, 33101, 33106, 40102, 40104, 40110, 

41103, 41110, 41734, 44502, 44701, 44711, 44937, 45105, 45302, 

46301, 46310, 46502, 47101, 47113, 47114, 47128, 47531, 47532, 

60109, and 60112 of this title] shall take effect on July 

5, 1994.’’

§ 322. General powers 

(a) The Secretary of Transportation may pre-
scribe regulations to carry out the duties and 
powers of the Secretary. An officer of the De-
partment of Transportation may prescribe regu-
lations to carry out the duties and powers of the 
officer. 

(b) The Secretary may delegate, and authorize 
successive delegations of, duties and powers of 
the Secretary to an officer or employee of the 
Department. An officer of the Department may 
delegate, and authorize successive delegations 
of, duties and powers of the officer to another 
officer or employee of the Department. However, 
the duties and powers specified in sections 
103(c)(1),1 104(c)(1), and 106(g)(1) 1 of this title 
may not be delegated to an officer or employee 
outside the Administration concerned. 

(c) On a reimbursable basis when appropriate, 
the Secretary may, in carrying out aviation du-
ties and powers—

(1) use the available services, equipment, 
personnel, and facilities of other civilian or 
military departments, agencies, and instru-
mentalities of the United States Government, 
with their consent; 

(2) cooperate with those departments, agen-
cies, and instrumentalities in establishing and 

using aviation services, equipment, and facili-
ties of the Department; and 

(3) confer and cooperate with, and use the 
services, records, and facilities of, State, terri-
torial, municipal, and other agencies.

(d) The Secretary may make expenditures to 
carry out aviation duties and powers, including 
expenditures for—

(1) rent and personal services; 
(2) travel expenses; 
(3) office furniture, equipment, supplies, 

lawbooks, newspapers, periodicals, and ref-
erence books, including exchanges; 

(4) printing and binding; 
(5) membership in and cooperation with do-

mestic or foreign organizations related to, or 
a part of, the civil aeronautics industry or the 
art of aeronautics; 

(6) payment of allowances and other benefits 
to employees stationed in foreign countries to 
the same extent authorized for members of the 
Foreign Service of comparable grade; 

(7) investigations and studies about aero-
nautics; and 

(8) acquiring, exchanging, operating, and 
maintaining passenger-carrying aircraft and 
automobiles and other property.

(e) The Secretary may negotiate, without ad-
vertising, the purchase of technical or special 
property related to air navigation when the Sec-
retary decides that—

(1) making the property would require a sub-
stantial initial investment or an extended pe-
riod of preparation; and 

(2) procurement by advertising would likely 
result in additional cost to the Government by 
duplication of investment or would result in 
duplication of necessary preparation that 
would unreasonably delay procuring the prop-
erty. 

(Pub. L. 97–449, § 1(b), Jan. 12, 1983, 96 Stat. 2422.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

322(a) ......... 49:1657(e)(1) (last 19 
words), (2) (last 19 
words), (f), (g). 

Oct. 15, 1966, Pub. L. 89–670, 
§ 9(e)–(g), 80 Stat. 944. 

322(b) ......... 49:1344(d) (less 
words after semi-
colon). 

Aug. 23, 1958, Pub. L. 85–726, 
§§ 302(k), 303(a), (d) (less 
words after semicolon), 80 
Stat. 747, 749. 

49:1657(e)(1) (less 
last 19 words), (2) 
(less last 19 
words), (3). 

5 App. U.S.C. Reorg. Plan No. 2 of 1968, 
eff. July 1, 1968, § 2, 82 
Stat. 1369. 

322(c) ......... 49:1343(i). 
322(d) ......... 49:1344(a). 
322(e) ......... 49:1344(e). Aug. 23, 1958, Pub. L. 85–726, 

72 Stat. 731, § 303(e); added 
May 21, 1970, Pub. L. 
91–258, § 51(a)(1), 84 Stat. 
234; July 12, 1976, Pub. L. 
94–353, § 16, 90 Stat. 882; 
Oct. 19, 1980, Pub. L. 
96–470, § 112(e), 94 Stat. 
2240. 

In the chapter, the words ‘‘Secretary of Transpor-

tation’’ and ‘‘Secretary’’ are substituted for ‘‘Adminis-

trator’’ in the provisions of the Federal Aviation Act of 

1958 (Pub. L. 85–726, 72 Stat. 731) restated in the revised 

chapter because of the transfer of aviation functions to 

the Secretary under 49:1655(c)(1). 
In subsection (a), the words ‘‘may prescribe regula-

tions to carry out the duties and powers’’ are sub-
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