§313

§313. Nontraditional and Emerging Transpor-
tation Technology Council

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this section, the
Secretary of Transportation (referred to in this
section as the ‘‘Secretary’) shall establish a
council, to be known as the ‘‘Nontraditional and
Emerging Transportation Technology Council”
(referred to in this section as the ‘“Council”), to
address coordination on emerging technology
issues across all modes of transportation.

(b) MEMBERSHIP.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Council shall be com-
posed of—

(A) the Secretary, who shall serve as an ex
officio member of the Council;

(B) the Deputy Secretary of Transpor-
tation;

(C) the Under Secretary of Transportation
for Policy;

(D) the Assistant Secretary for Research
and Technology of the Department of Trans-
portation;

(E) the Assistant Secretary for Budget and
Programs of the Department of Transpor-
tation;

(F) the General Counsel of the Department
of Transportation;

(G) the Chief Information Officer of the
Department of Transportation;

(H) the Administrator of the Federal Avia-
tion Administration;

(I) the Administrator of the Federal High-
way Administration;

(J) the Administrator of the Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration;

(K) the Administrator of the Federal Rail-
road Administration;

(L) the Administrator of the Federal Tran-
sit Administration;

(M) the Administrator of the Maritime Ad-
ministration;

(N) the Administrator of the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration;

(O) the Administrator of the Pipeline and
Hazardous Materials Safety Administration;
and

(P) any other official of the Department of
Transportation, as determined by the Sec-
retary.

(2) CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR.—

(A) CHAIR.—The Deputy Secretary of
Transportation (or a designee) shall serve as
Chair of the Council.

(B) VICE CHAIR.—The Under Secretary of
Transportation for Policy (or a designee)
shall serve as Vice Chair of the Council.

(c) DUTIES.—The Council shall—

(1) identify and resolve jurisdictional and
regulatory gaps or inconsistencies associated
with nontraditional and emerging transpor-
tation technologies, modes, or projects pend-
ing or brought before the Department of
Transportation to reduce, to the maximum ex-
tent practicable, impediments to the prompt
and safe deployment of new and innovative
transportation technology, including with re-
spect to—

(A) safety oversight;
(B) environmental review; and
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(C) funding and financing issues;

(2) coordinate the response of the Depart-
ment of Transportation to nontraditional and
emerging transportation technology projects;

(3) engage with stakeholders in nontradi-
tional and emerging transportation tech-
nology projects; and

(4) develop and establish Department of
Transportation-wide processes, solutions, and
best practices for identifying and managing
nontraditional and emerging transportation
technology projects.

(d) BEST PRACTICES.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this section, the
Council shall—

(1) publish initial guidelines to achieve the
purposes described in subsection (¢)(4); and

(2) promote each modal administration with-
in the Department of Transportation to fur-
ther test and support the advancement of non-
traditional and emerging transportation tech-
nologies not specifically considered by the

Council.

(e) SUPPORT.—The Office of the Secretary shall
provide support for the Council.

(f) MEETINGS.—The Council shall meet not less
frequently than 4 times per year, at the call of
the Chair.

(g) LEAD MODAL ADMINISTRATION.—For each
nontraditional or emerging transportation tech-
nology, mode, or project associated with a juris-
dictional or regulatory gap or inconsistency
identified under subsection (c)(1), the Chair of
the Council shall—

(1) designate a lead modal administration of
the Department of Transportation for review
of the technology, mode, or project; and

(2) arrange for the detailing of staff between
modal administrations or offices of the De-
partment of Transportation as needed to
maximize the sharing of experience and exper-
tise.

(h) TRANSPARENCY.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of establishment of the Council,
and not less frequently than annually thereafter
until December 31, 2026, the Council shall post
on a publicly accessible website a report describ-
ing the activities of the Council during the pre-
ceding calendar year.

(Added Pub. L. 117-58, div. B, title V, §25008(a),
Nov. 15, 2021, 135 Stat. 850.)

Editorial Notes
REFERENCES IN TEXT

The date of enactment of this section, referred to in
subsecs. (a) and (d), is the date of enactment of Pub. L.
117-568, which was approved Nov. 15, 2021.

SUBCHAPTER II—ADMINISTRATIVE
§ 321. Definitions

In this subchapter, ‘‘aeronautics’’, ‘‘air com-
merce’’, and ‘‘air navigation facility’ have the
same meanings given those terms in section
40102(a) of this title.

(Pub. L. 97449, §1(b), Jan. 12, 1983, 96 Stat. 2422;
Pub. L. 98-216, §2(2), Feb. 14, 1984, 98 Stat. 5; Pub.
L. 103-272, §5(m)(8), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 1376;
Pub. L. 103429, §6(2), Oct. 31, 1994, 108 Stat. 4378.)
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