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HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

31115 .......... 49 App.:2313. Jan. 6, 1983, Pub. L. 97–424, 
§ 413, 96 Stat. 2160; Oct. 30, 
1984, Pub. L. 98–554, § 214, 
98 Stat. 2844. 

The words ‘‘to assure compliance with the terms of 

this chapter’’ and ‘‘In any action under this section’’ 

are omitted as surplus. The last sentence is substituted 

for 49 App.:2313 (last sentence) for clarity and to elimi-

nate unnecessary words.

SUBCHAPTER III—SAFETY REGULATION 

§ 31131. Purposes and findings 

(a) PURPOSES.—The purposes of this sub-
chapter are—

(1) to promote the safe operation of commer-
cial motor vehicles; 

(2) to minimize dangers to the health of op-
erators of commercial motor vehicles and 
other employees whose employment directly 
affects motor carrier safety; and 

(3) to ensure increased compliance with traf-
fic laws and with the commercial motor vehi-
cle safety and health regulations and stand-
ards prescribed and orders issued under this 
chapter.

(b) FINDINGS.—Congress finds—
(1) it is in the public interest to enhance 

commercial motor vehicle safety and thereby 
reduce highway fatalities, injuries, and prop-
erty damage; 

(2) improved, more uniform commercial 
motor vehicle safety measures and strength-
ened enforcement would reduce the number of 
fatalities and injuries and the level of prop-
erty damage related to commercial motor ve-
hicle operations; 

(3) enhanced protection of the health of com-
mercial motor vehicle operators is in the pub-
lic interest; and 

(4) interested State governments can provide 
valuable assistance to the United States Gov-
ernment in ensuring that commercial motor 
vehicle operations are conducted safely and 
healthfully. 

(Pub. L. 103–272, § 1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 999.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

31131(a) ...... 49 App.:2501. Oct. 30, 1984, Pub. L. 98–554, 
§§ 202, 203, 98 Stat. 2832. 

31131(b) ...... 49 App.:2502. 

In subsection (a)(3), the words ‘‘this chapter’’ are sub-

stituted for ‘‘this Act’’ because title II of the Act of Oc-

tober 30, 1984 (Public Law 98–554, 98 Stat. 2832), amended 

and enacted provisions restated in this chapter.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EXEMPTIONS FROM REQUIREMENTS OF THIS SUBCHAPTER 

FOR CERTAIN FARM VEHICLES 

For provisions relating to exemptions from certain 

requirements of this subchapter with respect to certain 

farm vehicles and individuals operating those vehicles, 

see section 32934 of Pub. L. 112–141, set out as a note 

under section 31136 of this title. 

TRAFFIC LAW INITIATIVE 

Pub. L. 106–159, title II, § 220, Dec. 9, 1999, 113 Stat. 

1769, provided that: 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—In cooperation with one or more 

States, the Secretary may carry out a program to de-

velop innovative methods of improving motor carrier 

compliance with traffic laws. Such methods may in-

clude the use of photography and other imaging tech-

nologies. 
‘‘(b) REPORT.—The Secretary shall transmit to Con-

gress a report on the results of any program conducted 

under this section, together with any recommendations 

as the Secretary determines appropriate.’’

§ 31132. Definitions 

In this subchapter—
(1) ‘‘commercial motor vehicle’’ means a 

self-propelled or towed vehicle used on the 
highways in interstate commerce to transport 
passengers or property, if the vehicle—

(A) has a gross vehicle weight rating or 
gross vehicle weight of at least 10,001 
pounds, whichever is greater; 

(B) is designed or used to transport more 
than 8 passengers (including the driver) for 
compensation; 

(C) is designed or used to transport more 
than 15 passengers, including the driver, and 
is not used to transport passengers for com-
pensation; or 

(D) is used in transporting material found 
by the Secretary of Transportation to be 
hazardous under section 5103 of this title and 
transported in a quantity requiring 
placarding under regulations prescribed by 
the Secretary under section 5103.

(2) ‘‘employee’’ means an operator of a com-
mercial motor vehicle (including an inde-
pendent contractor when operating a commer-
cial motor vehicle), a mechanic, a freight han-
dler, or an individual not an employer, who—

(A) directly affects commercial motor ve-
hicle safety in the course of employment; 
and 

(B) is not an employee of the United States 
Government, a State, or a political subdivi-
sion of a State acting in the course of the 
employment by the Government, a State, or 
a political subdivision of a State.

(3) ‘‘employer’’—
(A) means a person engaged in a business 

affecting interstate commerce that owns or 
leases a commercial motor vehicle in con-
nection with that business, or assigns an em-
ployee to operate it; but 

(B) does not include the Government, a 
State, or a political subdivision of a State.

(4) ‘‘interstate commerce’’ means trade, traf-
fic, or transportation in the United States be-
tween a place in a State and—

(A) a place outside that State (including a 
place outside the United States); or 

(B) another place in the same State 
through another State or through a place 
outside the United States.

(5) ‘‘intrastate commerce’’ means trade, 
traffic, or transportation in a State that is not 
interstate commerce. 

(6) ‘‘medical examiner’’ means an individual 
licensed, certified, or registered in accordance 
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