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‘(1) AGREEMENT.—The term ‘Agreement’ means an
agreement described in section 303.

‘(2) COMMISSION.—The term ‘Commission’ means a
commission established pursuant to any Agreement.”

§28101. Rail police officers

(a) IN GENERAL.—Under regulations prescribed
by the Secretary of Transportation, a rail police
officer who is directly employed by or con-
tracted by a rail carrier and certified or com-
missioned as a police officer under the laws of a
State may enforce the laws of any jurisdiction
in which the rail carrier owns property, to the
extent of the authority of a police officer cer-
tified or commissioned under the laws of that
jurisdiction, to protect—

(1) employees, passengers, or patrons of the
rail carrier;

(2) property, equipment, and facilities
owned, leased, operated, or maintained by the
rail carrier;

(3) property moving in interstate or foreign
commerce in the possession of the rail carrier;
and

(4) personnel, equipment, and material mov-
ing by rail that are vital to the national de-
fense.

(b) ASSIGNMENT.—A railroad police officer di-
rectly employed by or contracted by a railroad
carrier and certified or commissioned as a police
officer under the laws of a State may be tempo-
rarily assigned to assist a second railroad car-
rier in carrying out law enforcement duties
upon the request of the second railroad carrier,
at which time the police officer shall be consid-
ered to be an employee or agent, as applicable,
of the second railroad carrier and shall have au-
thority to enforce the laws of any jurisdiction in
which the second railroad carrier owns property
to the same extent as provided in subsection (a).

(c) TRANSFERS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—If a railroad police officer
directly employed by or contracted by a rail
carrier and certified or commissioned as a po-
lice officer under the laws of a State transfers
primary employment or residence from the
certifying or commissioning State to another
State or jurisdiction, the railroad police offi-
cer, not later than 1 year after the date of
transfer, shall apply to be certified or commis-
sioned as a police office! under the laws of the
State of new primary employment or resi-
dence.

(2) INTERIM PERIOD.—During the period be-
ginning on the date of transfer and ending 1
year after the date of transfer, a railroad po-
lice officer directly employed by or contracted
by a rail carrier and certified or commissioned
as a police officer under the laws of a State
may enforce the laws of the new jurisdiction
in which the railroad police officer resides, to
the same extent as provided in subsection (a).

(d) TRAINING.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—A State may recognize as
meeting that State’s basic police officer cer-
tification or commissioning requirements for
qualification as a rail police officer under this
section any individual who successfully com-
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pletes a program at a State-recognized police
training academy in another State or at a
Federal law enforcement training center and
who is certified or commissioned as a police
officer by that other State.

(2) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this
subsection shall be construed as superseding
or affecting any State training requirements
related to criminal law, criminal procedure,
motor vehicle code, any other State law, or
State-mandated comparative or annual in-
service training academy or Federal law en-
forcement training center.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 939,
§26101; renumbered §28101, Pub. L. 103-440, title
I, §103(a)(1), Nov. 2, 1994, 108 Stat. 4616; amended
Pub. L. 110-53, title XV, §15626(a), Aug. 3, 2007, 121
Stat. 452; Pub. L. 114-94, div. A, title XI,
§11412(a), Dec. 4, 2015, 129 Stat. 1687.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

?:é)tifgz Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
26101 .......... 45:446. Nov. 29, 1990, Pub. L. 101-647,
§1704, 104 Stat. 4846.

The words ‘‘to the extent of the authority of a police
officer certified or commissioned under the laws of that
jurisdiction” are placed before clause (1) rather than at
the end of clause (4), as in the source provision, to re-
flect the probable intent of Congress.

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

2015—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 114-94, §11412(a)(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘directly employed by or contracted by’ for
‘‘employed by’ in introductory provisions.

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 114-94, §11412(a)(1), (2), sub-
stituted ‘‘directly employed by or contracted by’ for
“employed by’ and inserted ‘‘or agent, as applicable,”
after ‘‘an employee”’.

Subsecs. (¢), (d). Pub. L. 114-94, §11412(a)(3), added
subsecs. (¢) and (d).

2007—Pub. L. 110-53 designated existing provisions as
subsec. (a), inserted heading, and added subsec. (b).

1994—Pub. L. 103-440 renumbered section 26101 of this
title as this section.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2015 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 114-94 effective Oct. 1, 2015,
see section 1003 of Pub. L. 114-94, set out as a note
under section 5313 of Title 5, Government Organization
and Employees.

REGULATIONS

Pub. L. 114-94, div. A, title XI, §11412(b), Dec. 4, 2015,
129 Stat. 1688, provided that: ‘“Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act [Dec. 4, 2015],
the Secretary [of Transportation] shall revise the regu-
lations in part 207 of title 49, Code of Federal Regula-
tions (relating to railroad police officers), to permit a
railroad to designate an individual, who is commis-
sioned in the individual’s State of legal residence or
State of primary employment and directly employed by
or contracted by a railroad to enforce State laws for
the protection of railroad property, personnel, pas-
sengers, and cargo, to serve in the States in which the
railroad owns property.”’

§28102. Limit on certain accident or incident li-
ability

(a) GENERAL.—When a publicly financed com-
muter transportation authority established
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