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continued, the Secretary [of Transportation] shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate and the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure of the House of Rep-
resentatives a report on the results of the pilot pro-
gram to date and any recommendations for further ac-
tion.”

EMPLOYEE TRANSITION ASSISTANCE

Pub. L. 110-432, div. B, title II, §215, Oct. 16, 2008, 122
Stat. 4929, provided that:

‘“(a) PROVISION OF FINANCIAL INCENTIVES.—For Am-
trak employees who are adversely affected by the ces-
sation of the operation of a long-distance route or any
other route under section 24711 of title 49, United
States Code, previously operated by Amtrak, the Sec-
retary [of Transportation] shall develop a program
under which the Secretary may, at the Secretary’s dis-
cretion, provide grants for financial incentives to be
provided to Amtrak employees who voluntarily termi-
nate their employment with Amtrak and relinquish
any legal rights to receive termination-related pay-
ments under any contractual agreement with Amtrak.

“(b) CONDITIONS FOR FINANCIAL INCENTIVES.—AS a
condition for receiving financial assistance grants
under this section, Amtrak must certify that—

‘(1) a reasonable attempt was made to reassign an
employee adversely affected under section 24711 of
title 49, United States Code, or by the elimination of
any route, to other positions within Amtrak in ac-
cordance with any contractual agreements;

‘(2) the financial assistance results in a net reduc-
tion in the total number of employees equal to the
number receiving financial incentives;

‘(3) the financial assistance results in a net reduc-
tion in total employment expense equivalent to the
total employment expenses associated with the em-
ployees receiving financial incentives; and

‘“(4) the total number of employees eligible for ter-
mination-related payments will not be increased
without the express written consent of the Secretary.
“(c) AMOUNT OF FINANCIAL INCENTIVES.—The financial

incentives authorized under this section may be no
greater than $100,000 per employee.

“(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There are
hereby authorized to be appropriated to the Secretary
such sums as may be necessary to make grants to Am-
trak to provide financial incentives under subsection
(a).

‘“(e) TERMINATION-RELATED PAYMENTS.—If Amtrak
employees adversely affected by the cessation of Am-
trak service resulting from the awarding of a grant to
an operator other than Amtrak for the operation of a
route under section 24711 of title 49, United States
Code, or any other route, previously operated by Am-
trak do not receive financial incentives under sub-
section (a), then the Secretary shall make grants to
Amtrak from funds authorized by section 101 of this di-
vision [122 Stat. 4908] for termination-related payments
to employees under existing contractual agreements.”

§24712. State-supported routes operated by Am-
trak

(a) STATE-SUPPORTED ROUTE COMMITTEE.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established the
State-Supported Route Committee (referred to
in this section as the ‘“‘Committee’’) to pro-
mote mutual cooperation and planning per-
taining to the current and future rail oper-
ations of Amtrak and related activities of
trains operated by Amtrak on State-supported
routes and to further implement section 209 of
the Passenger Rail Investment and Improve-
ment Act of 2008 (49 U.S.C. 24101 note).

(2) MEMBERSHIP.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Committee shall
consist of—
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(i) members representing Amtrak;

(ii) members representing the Depart-
ment of Transportation, including the
Federal Railroad Administration; and

(iii) members representing States.

(B) NON-VOTING MEMBERS.—The Committee
may invite and accept other non-voting
members to participate in Committee activi-
ties, as appropriate.

(3) DECISIONMAKING.—The Committee shall
establish a bloc voting system under which, at
a minimum—

(A) there are 3 separate voting blocs to
represent the Committee’s voting members,
including—

(i) 1 voting bloc to represent the mem-

bers described in paragraph (2)(A)@);

(ii) 1 voting bloc to represent the mem-
bers described in paragraph (2)(A)(ii); and
(iii) 1 voting bloc to represent the mem-

bers described in paragraph (2)(A)(iii);

(B) each voting bloc has 1 vote;

(C) the vote of the voting bloc representing
the members described in paragraph
(2)(A)(iii) requires the support of at least
two-thirds of that voting bloc’s members;
and

(D) the Committee makes decisions by
unanimous consent of the 3 voting blocs.

(4) ABILITY TO CONDUCT CERTAIN BUSINESS.—If
all of the members of 1 voting bloc described
in paragraph (3) abstain from a Committee de-
cision, agreement between the other 2 voting
blocs consistent with the procedures set forth
in such paragraph shall be deemed sufficient
for purpose of achieving unanimous consent.

(5) MEETINGS; RULES AND PROCEDURES.—The
Committee shall define and periodically up-
date the rules and procedures governing the
Committee’s proceedings. The rules and proce-
dures shall—

(A) incorporate and further describe the
decisionmaking procedures to be used in ac-
cordance with paragraph (3); and

(B) be adopted in accordance with such de-
cisionmaking procedures.

(6) COMMITTEE DECISIONS.—Decisions made
by the Committee in accordance with the
Committee’s rules and procedures, once estab-
lished, are binding on all Committee members.

(7) COST METHODOLOGY POLICY.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph
(B), the Committee may amend the cost
methodology policy required and previously
approved under section 209 of the Passenger
Rail Investment and Improvement Act of
2008 (49 U.S.C. 24101 note).

(B) REVISIONS TO COST METHODOLOGY POL-
ICY.—

(i) REQUIREMENT TO REVISE AND UP-
DATE.—Subject to rules and procedures es-
tablished pursuant to clause (iii), not later
than March 31, 2022, the Committee shall
revise and update the cost methodology
policy required and previously approved
under section 209 of the Passenger Rail In-
vestment and Improvement Act of 2008 (49
U.S.C. 209011 note). The Committee shall
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implement a revised cost methodology pol-
icy during fiscal year 2023. Not later than
30 days after the adoption of the revised
cost methodology policy, the Committee
shall submit a report documenting and ex-
plaining any changes to the cost method-
ology policy and plans for implementation
of such policy, including a description of
the improvements to the accounting infor-
mation provided by Amtrak to the States,
to the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate and the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives.
The revised cost methodology policy shall
ensure that States will be responsible for
costs attributable to the provision of serv-
ice for their routes.

(ii) IMPLEMENTATION IMPACTS ON FEDERAL
FUNDING.—To the extent that a revision
developed pursuant to clause (i) assigns to
Amtrak costs that were previously allo-
cated to States, Amtrak shall request with
specificity such additional funding in the
general and legislative annual report re-
quired under section 24315 or in any appro-
priate subsequent Federal funding request
for the fiscal year in which the revised
cost methodology policy will be imple-
mented.

(iii) PROCEDURES FOR CHANGING METHOD-
OLOGY.—Notwithstanding section 209(b) of
the Passenger Rail Investment and Im-
provement Act of 2008 (49 U.S.C. 209011
note), the rules and procedures imple-
mented pursuant to paragraph (5) shall in-
clude—

(I) procedures for changing the cost
methodology policy in accordance with
clause (i); and

(IT) procedures or broad guidelines for
conducting financial planning, including
operating and capital forecasting, re-
porting, data sharing, and governance.

(C) REQUIREMENTS.—The cost methodology
policy shall—

(i) ensure equal treatment in the provi-
sion of like services of all States and
groups of States;

(ii) assign to each route the costs in-
curred only for the benefit of that route
and a proportionate share, based upon fac-
tors that reasonably reflect relative use, of
costs incurred for the common benefit of
more than 1 route; and

(iii) promote increased efficiency in Am-
trak’s operating and capital activities.

(D) INDEPENDENT EVALUATION.—Not later
than March 31 of each year, the Committee
shall ensure that an independent entity se-
lected by the Committee has completed an
evaluation to determine whether State pay-
ments for the most recently concluded fiscal
year are accurate and comply with the appli-
cable cost allocation methodology.

(8) STAFFING.—The Committee may—

(A) appoint, terminate, and fix the com-
pensation of an executive director and other
Committee employees necessary for the
Committee to carry out its duties; and
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(B) enter into contracts necessary to carry
out its duties, including providing Com-
mittee employees with retirement and other
employee benefits under the condition that
Non-Federal members or officers, the execu-
tive director, and employees of the Com-
mittee are not Federal employees for any
purpose.

(9) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
Amounts made available by the Secretary of
Transportation for the Committee may be
used to carry out this section.

(b) INVOICES AND REPORTS.—

(1) INVOICES.—Amtrak shall provide monthly
invoices to the Committee and to each State
that sponsors a State-supported route that
identify the operating costs for such route, in-
cluding fixed costs and third-party costs.

(2) REPORTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Committee shall de-
termine the frequency and contents of—

(i) the financial and performance reports
that Amtrak is required to provide to the
Committee and the States; and

(ii) the planning and demand reports
that the States are required to provide to
the Committee and Amtrak.

(B) MONTHLY STATISTICAL REPORT.—

(i) DEVELOPMENT.—Consistent with the
revisions to the policy required under sub-
section (a)(7)(B), the Committee shall de-
velop a report that contains the general
ledger data and operating statistics from
Amtrak’s accounting systems used to cal-
culate payments to States.

(i) PROVISION OF NECESSARY DATA.—Not
later than 30 days after the last day of
each month, Amtrak shall provide to the
States and to the Committee the nec-
essary data to complete the report devel-
oped pursuant to clause (i) for such month.

(c) DISPUTE RESOLUTION.—

(1) REQUEST FOR DISPUTE RESOLUTION.—If a
dispute arises with respect to the rules and
procedures implemented under subsection
(a)(b), an invoice or a report provided under
subsection (b), implementation or compliance
with the cost allocation methodology devel-
oped under section 209 of the Passenger Rail
Investment and Improvement Act of 2008 (49
U.S.C. 24101 note) or amended under subsection
(a)(7) of this section, either Amtrak or the
State may request that the Surface Transpor-
tation Board conduct dispute resolution under
this subsection.

(2) PROCEDURES.—The Surface Transpor-
tation Board shall establish procedures for
resolution of disputes brought before it under
this subsection, which may include provision
of professional mediation services.

(3) BINDING EFFECT.—A decision of the Sur-
face Transportation Board under this sub-
section shall be binding on the parties to the
dispute.

(4) OBLIGATION.—Nothing in this subsection
shall affect the obligation of a State to pay an
amount related to a State-supported route
that a State sponsors that is not in dispute.

(d) ASSISTANCE.—
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(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may provide
assistance to the parties in the course of nego-
tiations for a contract for operation of a
State-supported route.

(2) FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE.—From among
available funds, the Secretary shall provide—

(A) financial assistance to Amtrak or 1 or
more States to perform requested inde-
pendent technical analysis of issues before
the Committee; and

(B) administrative expenses that the Sec-
retary determines necessary.

(e) PERFORMANCE METRICS.—In negotiating a
contract for operation of a State-supported
route, Amtrak and the State or States that
sponsor the route shall consider including provi-
sions that provide penalties and incentives for
performance, including incentives to increase
revenue, reduce costs, finalize contracts by the
beginning of the fiscal year, and require States
to promptly make payments for services deliv-
ered.

(f) STATEMENT OF GOALS AND OBJECTIVES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Committee shall de-
velop, and review and update, as necessary, a
statement of goals, objectives, and associated
recommendations concerning the future of
State-supported routes operated by Amtrak.
The statement shall identify the roles and re-
sponsibilities of Committee members and any
other relevant entities, such as host railroads,
in meeting the identified goals and objectives,
or carrying out the recommendations. The
Committee may consult with such relevant
entities, as the Committee considers appro-
priate, when developing the statement.

(2) TRANSMISSION OF STATEMENT OF GOALS
AND OBJECTIVES.—As applicable, based on up-
dates, the Committee shall submit an updated
statement developed under paragraph (1) to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure
of the House of Representatives.

(3) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(A) the Committee shall be the forum
where Amtrak and the States collaborate on
the planning, improvement, and develop-
ment of corridor routes across the National
Network; and

(B) such collaboration should include reg-
ular consultation with interstate rail com-
pact parties and other regional planning or-
ganizations that address passenger rail.

(g) NEW STATE-SUPPORTED ROUTES.—

(1) CONSULTATION.—In developing a new
State-supported route, Amtrak shall consult
with—

(A) the State or States and local munici-
palities through which such new service
would operate;

(B) commuter authorities and regional
transportation authorities in the areas that
would be served by the planned route;

(C) host railroads;

(D) the Administrator of the Federal Rail-
road Administration; and

(BE) other stakeholders, as appropriate.

(2) STATE COMMITMENTS.—Notwithstanding
any other provision of law, before beginning
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construction necessary for, or beginning oper-
ation of, a State-supported route that is initi-
ated on or after the date of enactment of the
Passenger Rail Expansion and Rail Safety Act
of 2021, Amtrak shall enter into a memo-
randum of understanding, or otherwise secure
an agreement, with each State that would be
providing funding for such route for sharing—
(A) ongoing operating costs and capital
costs in accordance with the cost method-
ology policy referred to in subsection (a)(7)
then in effect; or
(B) ongoing operating costs and capital
costs in accordance with the maximum fund-
ing limitations described in section 22908(e).

(3) APPLICATION OF TERMS.—In this sub-
section, the terms ‘‘capital costs” and ‘‘oper-
ating costs’ shall apply in the same manner as
such terms apply under the cost methodology
policy developed pursuant to subsection (a)(7).

(h) CosT METHODOLOGY PoLICY UPDATE IMPLE-
MENTATION REPORT.—Not later than 18 months
after the updated cost methodology policy re-
quired under subsection (a)(7)(B) is imple-
mented, the Committee shall submit a report to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure of
the House of Representatives that assesses the
implementation of the updated policy.

(i) IDENTIFICATION OF STATE-SUPPORTED ROUTE
CHANGES.—Amtrak shall—

(1) not later than 120 days before the submis-
sion of the general and legislative annual re-
port required under section 24315(b), consult
with the Committee and any additional States
through which a State-supported route may
operate regarding any proposed changes to
such route; and

(2) include in such report an update of any
planned or proposed changes to State-sup-
ported routes, including the introduction of
new State-supported routes, including—

(A) the timeframe in which such changes
would take effect; and

(B) whether Amtrak has entered into com-
mitments with the affected States pursuant

subsection (g)(2).

(j) EcoNoMIC ANALYSIS.—Not later than 3 years
after the date of enactment of the Passenger
Rail Expansion and Rail Safety Act of 2021, the
Committee shall submit a report to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate and the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure of the House
of Representatives that—

(1) describes the role of the State-supported
routes in economic development; and

(2) examines the impacts of the State-sup-
ported routes on local station areas, job cre-
ation, transportation efficiency, State econo-
mies, and the national economy.

(k) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—The decisions of
the Committee—

(1) shall pertain to the rail operations of
Amtrak and related activities of trains oper-
ated by Amtrak on State-sponsored routes;
and

(2) shall not pertain to the rail operations or
related activities of services operated by other
rail carriers on State-supported routes.
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() DEFINITION OF STATE.—In this section, the
term ‘‘State” means any of the 50 States, in-
cluding the District of Columbia, that sponsor
the operation of trains by Amtrak on a State-
supported route, or a public entity that sponsors
such operation on such a route.

(Added Pub. L. 114-94, div. A, title XI, §11204(a),
Dec. 4, 2015, 129 Stat. 1634; amended Pub. L.
117-58, div. B, title II, §22211, Nov. 15, 2021, 135
Stat. 708; Pub. L. 117-328, div. L, title I, §158,
Dec. 29, 2022, 136 Stat. 5125.)

Editorial Notes
REFERENCES IN TEXT

Section 209 of the Passenger Rail Investment and Im-
provement Act of 2008, referred to in subsecs. (a)(1),
(M(A), (B)({), (ii), and (c)(1), is section 209 of div. B of
Pub. L. 110432, which is set out as a note under section
24101 of this title.

The date of enactment of the Passenger Rail Expan-
sion and Rail Safety Act of 2021, referred to in subsecs.
(2)(2) and (j), is the date of enactment of title II of div.
B of Pub. L. 117-58, which was approved Nov. 15, 2021.

AMENDMENTS

2022—Subsec. (a)(8), (9). Pub. L. 117-328 added pars. (8)
and (9).

2021—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 117-58, §22211(a)(1), sub-
stituted ‘“‘There is established” for ‘“Not later than 180
days after the date of enactment of the Passenger Rail
Reform and Investment Act of 2015, the Secretary of
Transportation shall establish’ and inserted ‘‘current
and future” before ‘‘rail operations’.

Subsec. (a)(4). Pub. L. 117-58, §22211(a)(3), added par.
(4). Former par. (4) redesignated (5).

Subsec. (a)(5). Pub. L. 117-58, §22211(a)(2), (4), redesig-
nated par. (4) as (b) and substituted ‘‘define and periodi-
cally update’ for ‘‘convene a meeting and shall define
and implement” and struck out ‘‘not later than 180
days after the date of establishment of the Committee
by the Secretary’ after ‘‘Committee’s proceedings’ in
introductory provisions. Former par. (5) redesignated
(6).

Subsec. (a)(6). Pub. L. 117-58, §22211(a)(2), redesig-
nated par. (5) as (6). Former par. (6) redesignated (7).

Subsec. (a)(7). Pub. L. 117-58, §22211(a)(2), (5), redesig-
nated par. (6) as (7) and substituted ‘‘methodology pol-
icy” for ‘‘allocation methodology’’ in heading.

Subsec. (a)(T)(A). Pub. L. 117-58, §22211(a)(5)(B), sub-
stituted ‘“‘methodology policy’ for ‘‘allocation method-
ology’’.

Subsec. (a)(7)(B). Pub. L. 117-58, §22211(a)(5)(C),
amended subpar. (B) generally. Prior to amendment,
text read as follows: ‘“The rules and procedures imple-
mented under paragraph (4) shall include procedures for
changing the cost allocation methodology.”

Subsec. (a)(7)(C). Pub. L. 117-58, §22211(a)(5)(D)(i), sub-
stituted ‘“‘methodology policy’ for ‘‘allocation method-
ology’’ in introductory provisions.

Subsec. (a)(M(C)(ii). Pub. L. 117-58,
§22211(a)(5)(D)(iii)(I), substituted ‘‘assign’ for ‘‘allo-
cate”.

Subsec. (a)(T)(C)(iii). Pub. L. 117-58, §22211(a)(5)(D)(ii),
(iii)(II), (iv), added cl. (dii).

Subsec. (a)(7T)(D). Pub. L. 117-58, §22211(a)(5)(E), added
subpar. (D).

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 117-58, §22211(b), amended subsec.
(b) generally. Prior to amendment, text read as follows:
“Not later than April 15, 2016, and monthly thereafter,
Amtrak shall provide to each State that sponsors a
State-supported route a monthly invoice of the cost of
operating such route, including fixed costs and third-
party costs. The Committee shall determine the fre-
quency and contents of financial and performance re-
ports that Amtrak shall provide to the States, as well
as the planning and demand reports that the States
shall provide to Amtrak.”
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Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 117-58, §22211(c)(1), substituted
‘“‘subsection (a)(5)” for ‘‘subsection (a)(4)”’ and ‘‘sub-
section (a)(7)” for ‘‘subsection (a)(6)”.

Subsec. (¢)(4). Pub. L. 117-58, §22211(c)(2), inserted
‘“‘related to a State-supported route that a State spon-
sors that is”’ after ‘‘amount’.

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 117-58, §22211(d), inserted
‘“, including incentives to increase revenue, reduce
costs, finalize contracts by the beginning of the fiscal
yvear, and require States to promptly make payments
for services delivered” before period at end.

Subsec. (f)(1). Pub. L. 117-58, §22211(e)(1), inserted
¢, and review and update, as necessary,” after ‘‘shall
develop’.

Subsec. (£)(2). Pub. L. 117-58, §22211(e)(2), substituted
““As applicable, based on updates, the Committee shall
submit an updated statement’ for ‘“Not later than 2
years after the date of enactment of the Passenger Rail
Reform and Investment Act of 2015, the Committee
shall transmit the statement’’.

Subsec. (f)(3). Pub. L. 117-58, §22211(e)(3), added par.
(3).

Subsecs. (g) to (). Pub. L. 117-58, §22211(f), added sub-
secs. (g) to (j) and redesignated former subsecs. (g) and
(h) as (k) and (1), respectively.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries

EFFECTIVE DATE

Section effective Oct. 1, 2015, see section 1003 of Pub.
L. 114-94, set out as an Effective Date of 2015 Amend-
ment note under section 5313 of Title 5, Government Or-
ganization and Employees.

CHAPTER 249—NORTHEAST CORRIDOR
IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM

Sec.

24901. Definitions.

24902. Goals and requirements.

24903. General authority.

24904. Northeast Corridor planning.

24905. Northeast Corridor Commission.!

24906. Eliminating highway at-grade crossings.

24907. Note and mortgage.

24908. Transfer taxes and levies and recording
charges.

24909. Authorization of appropriations.

24910. Rail cooperative research program.

24911. Federal-State partnership for intercity pas-

senger rail.

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS

2021—Pub. L. 117-58, div. B, title II, §22307(b), Nov. 15,
2021, 135 Stat. 730, substituted ‘‘Federal-State partner-
ship for intercity passenger rail”’ for ‘‘Federal-State
partnership for state of good repair’ in item 24911.

2015—Pub. L. 114-94, div. A, title XI, §§11302(b),
11305(d)(2), 11306(b)(2), Dec. 4, 2015, 129 Stat. 1651, 1658,
1660, added items 24904 and 24911, redesignated former
item 24904 as 24903, and substituted ‘‘Northeast Corridor
Commission” for ‘‘Northeast Corridor Infrastructure
and Operations Advisory Commission; Safety Com-
mittee” in item 24905.

2008—Pub. L. 110432, div. B, title II, §212(b)(1), title
III, §306(b), Oct. 16, 2008, 122 Stat. 4924, 4953, amended
item 24905 generally, substituting ‘‘Northeast Corridor
Infrastructure and Operations Advisory Commission;
Safety Committee’ for ‘‘Coordination board and safety
committee”’, and added item 24910.

1997—Pub. L. 105-134, title IV, §405(a), Dec. 2, 1997, 111
Stat. 25686, struck out item 24903 ‘‘Program master plan
for Boston-New York main line”.

§ 24901. Definitions
In this chapter—
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