
Page 694TITLE 49—TRANSPORTATION§ 24316

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

TERMINATION OF REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

For termination, effective May 15, 2000, of provisions 

in subsecs. (a), (b)(1), (c), and (d) of this section relating 

to requirements to submit regular periodic reports to 

Congress, see section 3003 of Pub. L. 104–66, as amended, 

set out as a note under section 1113 of Title 31, Money 

and Finance. See, also, the 3rd item on page 176 and the 

6th and 7th items on page 204 of House Document No. 

103–7. 

FUNDING FOR VALUATION OF AMTRAK’S ASSETS 

Pub. L. 108–447, div. H, title I, Dec. 8, 2004, 118 Stat. 

3221, provided in part: ‘‘That the Secretary of Transpor-

tation is authorized to retain up to $4,000,000 of the 

funds provided to be used to retain a consultant or con-

sultants to assist the Secretary in preparing a com-

prehensive valuation of Amtrak’s assets to be com-

pleted not later than September 30, 2005: Provided fur-

ther, That these funds shall be available to the Sec-

retary of Transportation until expended: Provided fur-

ther, That this valuation shall to be used to retain a 

consultant or consultants to develop to the Secretary’s 

satisfaction a methodology for determining the avoid-

able and fully allocated costs of each Amtrak route: 

Provided further, That once the Secretary has approved 

the methodology for determining the avoidable and 

fully allocated costs of each Amtrak route, Amtrak 

shall apply that methodology in compiling an annual 

report to Congress on the avoidable and fully allocated 

costs of each of its routes, with the initial report for 

fiscal year 2005 to be submitted to the House and Sen-

ate Committees on Appropriations, the House Com-

mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure, and the 

Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Trans-

portation before December 31, 2005, and each subse-

quent report to be submitted within 90 days after the 

end of the fiscal year to which the report pertains.’’

REPORTS ON OPERATING LOSSES 

Pub. L. 108–7, div. I, title III, § 350, Feb. 20, 2003, 117 

Stat. 419, provided that: ‘‘On February 15, 2003, and on 

each year thereafter, the National Railroad Passenger 

Corporation shall submit to the appropriate Congres-

sional Committees a report detailing the per passenger 

operating loss on each rail line.’’

AMTRAK TO NOTIFY CONGRESS OF LOBBYING 

RELATIONSHIPS 

Pub. L. 105–134, title IV, § 414, Dec. 2, 1997, 111 Stat. 

2589, provided that: ‘‘If, at any time, during a fiscal 

year in which Amtrak receives Federal assistance, Am-

trak enters into a consulting contract or similar ar-

rangement, or a contract for lobbying, with a lobbying 

firm, an individual who is a lobbyist, or who is affili-

ated with a lobbying firm, as those terms are defined in 

section 3 of the Lobbying Disclosure Act of 1995 (2 

U.S.C. 1602), Amtrak shall notify the United States 

Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Trans-

portation, and the United States House of Representa-

tives Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure 

of—

‘‘(1) the name of the individual or firm involved; 

‘‘(2) the purpose of the contract or arrangement; 

and 

‘‘(3) the amount and nature of Amtrak’s financial 

obligation under the contract. 

This section applies only to contracts, renewals or ex-

tensions of contracts, or arrangements entered into 

after the date of the enactment of this Act [Dec. 2, 

1997].’’

§ 24316. Plans to address needs of families of pas-
sengers involved in rail passenger accidents 

(a) SUBMISSION OF PLAN.—Not later than 6 
months after the date of the enactment of the 
Rail Safety Improvement Act of 2008, a rail pas-

senger carrier shall submit to the Chairman of 
the National Transportation Safety Board, the 
Secretary of Transportation, and the Secretary 
of Homeland Security a plan for addressing the 
needs of the families of passengers involved in 
any rail passenger accident involving a rail pas-
senger carrier intercity train and resulting in 
any loss of life. 

(b) CONTENTS OF PLANS.—A plan to be sub-
mitted by a rail passenger carrier under sub-
section (a) shall include, at a minimum, the fol-
lowing: 

(1) A process by which a rail passenger car-
rier will maintain and provide to the National 
Transportation Safety Board, the Secretary of 
Transportation, and the Secretary of Home-
land Security immediately upon request, a list 
(which is based on the best available informa-
tion at the time of the request) of the names 
of the passengers aboard the train (whether or 
not such names have been verified), and will 
periodically update the list. The plan shall in-
clude a procedure, with respect to unreserved 
trains and passengers not holding reservations 
on other trains, for the rail passenger carrier 
to use reasonable efforts to ascertain the 
names of passengers aboard a train involved in 
an accident. 

(2) A process for notifying the families of the 
passengers, before providing any public notice 
of the names of the passengers, either by uti-
lizing the services of the organization des-
ignated for the accident under section 
1139(a)(2) of this title or the services of other 
suitably trained individuals. 

(3) A plan for creating and publicizing a reli-
able, toll-free telephone number within 4 
hours after such an accident occurs, and for 
providing staff, to handle calls from the fami-
lies of the passengers. 

(4) A process for providing the notice de-
scribed in paragraph (2) to the family of a pas-
senger as soon as the rail passenger carrier has 
verified that the passenger was aboard the 
train (whether or not the names of all of the 
passengers have been verified). 

(5) An assurance that, upon request of the 
family of a passenger, the rail passenger car-
rier will inform the family of whether the pas-
senger’s name appeared on any preliminary 
passenger manifest for the train involved in 
the accident. 

(6) A process by which the family of each 
passenger will be consulted about the disposi-
tion of all remains and personal effects of the 
passenger within the control of the rail pas-
senger carrier and by which any possession of 
the passenger within the control of the rail 
passenger carrier (regardless of its condi-
tion)—

(A) will be retained by the rail passenger 
carrier for at least 18 months; and 

(B) will be returned to the family unless 
the possession is needed for the accident in-
vestigation or any criminal investigation.

(7) A process by which the treatment of the 
families of nonrevenue passengers will be the 
same as the treatment of the families of rev-
enue passengers. 

(8) An assurance that the rail passenger car-
rier will provide adequate training to the em-
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ployees and agents of the carrier to meet the 
needs of survivors and family members fol-
lowing an accident. 

(9) An assurance that the family of each pas-
senger or other person killed in the accident 
will be consulted about construction by the 
rail passenger carrier of any monument to the 
passengers, including any inscription on the 
monument. 

(10) An assurance that the rail passenger 
carrier will work with any organization des-
ignated under section 1139(a)(2) of this title on 
an ongoing basis to ensure that families of 
passengers receive an appropriate level of 
services and assistance following each acci-
dent. 

(11) An assurance that the rail passenger 
carrier will provide reasonable compensation 
to any organization designated under section 
1139(a)(2) of this title for services provided by 
the organization.

(c) USE OF INFORMATION.—Neither the National 
Transportation Safety Board, the Secretary of 
Transportation, the Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity, nor a rail passenger carrier may release 
to the public any personal information on a list 
obtained under subsection (b)(1), but may pro-
vide information on the list about a passenger 
to the passenger’s family members to the extent 
that the Board or a rail passenger carrier con-
siders appropriate. 

(d) LIMITATION ON STATUTORY CONSTRUCTION.—
(1) RAIL PASSENGER CARRIERS.—Nothing in 

this section may be construed as limiting the 
actions that a rail passenger carrier may take, 
or the obligations that a rail passenger carrier 
may have, in providing assistance to the fami-
lies of passengers involved in a rail passenger 
accident. 

(2) INVESTIGATIONAL AUTHORITY OF BOARD AND 
SECRETARY.—Nothing in this section shall be 
construed to abridge the authority of the 
Board or the Secretary of Transportation to 
investigate the causes or circumstances of any 
rail accident, including the development of in-
formation regarding the nature of injuries sus-
tained and the manner in which they were sus-
tained, for the purpose of determining compli-
ance with existing laws and regulations or 
identifying means of preventing similar inju-
ries in the future.

(e) LIMITATION ON LIABILITY.—A rail passenger 
carrier shall not be liable for damages in any ac-
tion brought in a Federal or State court arising 
out of the performance of the rail passenger car-
rier in preparing or providing a passenger list, 
or in providing information concerning a train 
reservation, pursuant to a plan submitted by the 
rail passenger carrier under subsection (b), un-
less such liability was caused by conduct of the 
rail passenger carrier which was grossly neg-
ligent or which constituted intentional mis-
conduct. 

(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the terms 
‘‘passenger’’ and ‘‘rail passenger accident’’ have 
the meaning given those terms by section 1139 of 
this title. 

(g) FUNDING.—Out of funds appropriated pursu-
ant to section 20117(a)(1)(A), there shall be made 
available to the Secretary of Transportation 

$500,000 for fiscal year 2010 to carry out this sec-
tion. Amounts made available pursuant to this 
subsection shall remain available until ex-
pended. 

(Added Pub. L. 110–432, div. A, title V, § 502(a), 
Oct. 16, 2008, 122 Stat. 4897; amended Pub. L. 
118–63, title XII, § 1215(d), May 16, 2024, 138 Stat. 
1430.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The date of the enactment of the Rail Safety Im-

provement Act of 2008, referred to in subsec. (a), is the 

date of enactment of div. A of Pub. L. 110–432, which 

was approved Oct. 16, 2008. 

AMENDMENTS 

2024—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 118–63 substituted ‘‘any loss 

of life’’ for ‘‘a major loss of life’’. 

§ 24317. Accounts 

(a) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this section is 
to—

(1) promote the effective use and steward-
ship by Amtrak of Amtrak revenues, Federal, 
State, and third party investments, appropria-
tions, grants and other forms of financial as-
sistance, and other sources of funds; and 

(2) enhance the transparency of the assign-
ment of revenues, including Federal grant 
funds, and costs among Amtrak service lines 
while ensuring the health of the Northeast 
Corridor and National Network.

(b) ACCOUNT STRUCTURE.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Transpor-

tation, in consultation with Amtrak, shall de-
fine, maintain, and periodically update an ac-
count structure and improvements to account-
ing methodologies, as necessary, to support 
the Northeast Corridor and the National Net-
work. 

(2) NOTIFICATION OF SUBSTANTIVE CHANGES.—
The Secretary shall notify the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the 
Senate, the Committee on Appropriations of 
the Senate, the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives, and the Committee on Appropriations of 
the House of Representatives regarding any 
substantive changes made to the account 
structure, including changes to—

(A) the service lines described in section 
24320(b)(1); and 

(B) the asset lines described in section 
24320(c)(1).

(c) FINANCIAL SOURCES.—In defining, maintain-
ing, and updating the account structure and im-
provements to accounting methodologies re-
quired under subsection (b), the Secretary shall 
ensure, to the greatest extent practicable, that 
Amtrak assigns the following: 

(1) For the Northeast Corridor account, all 
revenues, appropriations, grants and other 
forms of financial assistance, compensation, 
and other sources of funds associated with the 
Northeast Corridor, including—

(A) grant funds appropriated for the North-
east Corridor pursuant to section 11101(a) of 
the Passenger Rail Reform and Investment 
Act of 2015 or any subsequent Act; 
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