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§1326. Authority of the Inspector General

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Inspector General of the
Department of Transportation, in accordance
with the mission of the Inspector General to
prevent and detect fraud and abuse, shall have
authority to review only the financial manage-
ment, property management, and business oper-
ations of the Surface Transportation Board, in-
cluding internal accounting and administrative
control systems, to determine the Board’s com-
pliance with applicable Federal laws, rules, and
regulations.

(b) DUTIES.—In carrying out this section, the
Inspector General shall—

(1) keep the Chairman of the Board, the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and Trans-
portation of the Senate, and the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure of the
House of Representatives fully and currently
informed about problems relating to adminis-
tration of the internal accounting and admin-
istrative control systems of the Board;

(2) issue findings and recommendations for
actions to address the problems referred to in
paragraph (1); and

(3) submit periodic reports to the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of
the Senate, and the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of Rep-
resentatives that describe any progress made
in implementing actions to address the prob-
lems referred to in paragraph (1).

(c) ACCESS TO INFORMATION.—In carrying out
this section, the Inspector General may exercise
authorities granted to the Inspector General
under subsections (a) and (c) of section 406 of
title 5.

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—

(1) FUNDING.—There are authorized to be ap-
propriated to the Secretary of Transportation
for use by the Inspector General of the Depart-
ment of Transportation such sums as may be
necessary to cover expenses associated with
activities pursuant to the authority exercised
under this section.

(2) REIMBURSABLE AGREEMENT.—In the ab-
sence of an appropriation under this sub-
section for an expense referred to in paragraph
(1), the Inspector General and the Board shall
have a reimbursement agreement to cover
such expense.

(Added Pub. L. 114-110, §9, Dec. 18, 2015, 129 Stat.
2232; amended Pub. L. 117-286, §4(b)(97), Dec. 27,
2022, 136 Stat. 4353.)
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