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SHORT TITLE OF 2003 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 108-168, §1, Dec. 6, 2003, 117 Stat. 2032, provided
that: ““This Act [enacting section 354 of this title,
amending sections 354, 1118, 1119, 1131, 1135, and 1136 of
this title, and enacting provisions set out as notes
under sections 1113, 1131, and 1135 of this title] may be
cited as the ‘National Transportation Safety Board Re-
authorization Act of 2003’.”

SHORT TITLE OF 2000 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 106-424, §1(a), Nov. 1, 2000, 114 Stat. 1883, pro-
vided that: ‘“This Act [enacting section 1137 of this
title, amending this section and sections 1111, 1113 to
1115, 1118, 1131, 1154, 44721, and 46301 of this title, and en-
acting provisions set out as notes under sections 1111,
1113, 1131, 44703, and 44721 of this title] may be cited as
the ‘National Transportation Safety Board Amend-
ments Act of 2000°.”

SHORT TITLE OF 1996 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 104291, title I, §101, Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat.
3452, provided that: ‘“This title [amending sections 1114,
1115, and 1118 of this title] may be cited as the ‘Na-
tional Transportation Safety Board Amendments of
1996°.”

DEFINITIONS OF TERMS IN D1v. C OF PUB. L. 115254

Pub. L. 115-254, div. C, §1102, Oct. 5, 2018, 132 Stat.
3429, provided that: ‘“‘In this division [enacting section
1140 of this title, amending sections 1111, 1113, 1114, 1116
to 1118, 1131, 1134, 1136, 1138, 1139, 1154, 41113, and 41313
of this title, and enacting provisions set out as notes
under sections 1116, 1119, and 40101 of this title], the fol-
lowing definitions apply:

‘(1) BOARD.—The term ‘Board’ means the National
Transportation Safety Board.

‘(2) CHAIRMAN.—The term ‘Chairman’ means the
Chairman of the National Transportation Safety
Board.

“(3) MOST WANTED LIST.—The term ‘Most Wanted
List’ means the Board publication entitled ‘Most
Wanted List’.”

SUBCHAPTER II—ORGANIZATION AND
ADMINISTRATIVE

§1111. General organization

(a) ORGANIZATION.—The National Transpor-
tation Safety Board is an independent establish-
ment of the United States Government.

(b) APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS.—The Board is
composed of 5 members appointed by the Presi-
dent, by and with the advice and consent of the
Senate. Not more than 3 members may be ap-
pointed from the same political party. At least
3 members shall be appointed on the basis of
technical qualification, professional standing,
and demonstrated knowledge in accident recon-
struction, safety engineering, human factors,
transportation safety, or transportation regula-
tion.

(c) TERMS OF OFFICE AND REMOVAL.—The term
of office of each member is 5 years. An indi-
vidual appointed to fill a vacancy occurring be-
fore the expiration of the term for which the
predecessor of that individual was appointed, is
appointed for the remainder of that term. When
the term of office of a member ends, the member
may continue to serve until a successor is ap-
pointed and qualified. The President may re-
move a member for inefficiency, neglect of duty,
or malfeasance in office.

(d) CHAIRMAN AND VICE CHAIRMAN.—The Presi-
dent shall designate, by and with the advice and
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consent of the Senate, a Chairman of the Board.
The President also shall designate a Vice Chair-
man of the Board. The terms of office of both
the Chairman and Vice Chairman are 3 years.
When the Chairman is absent or unable to serve
or when the position of Chairman is vacant, the
Vice Chairman acts as Chairman.

(e) DUTIES AND POWERS OF CHAIRMAN.—The
Chairman is the chief executive and administra-
tive officer of the Board. Subject to the general
policies and decisions of the Board, the Chair-
man shall—

(1) appoint and supervise officers and em-
ployees, other than regular and full-time em-
ployees in the immediate offices of another
member, necessary to carry out this chapter;

(2) fix the pay of officers and employees nec-
essary to carry out this chapter;

(3) distribute business among the officers,
employees, and administrative units of the
Board; and

(4) supervise the expenditures of the Board.

(f) QUORUM.—Three members of the Board are
a quorum in carrying out duties and powers of
the Board.

(g) OFFICES, BUREAUS, AND DIVISIONS.—The
Board shall establish offices necessary to carry
out this chapter, including an office to inves-
tigate and report on the safe transportation of
hazardous material. The Board shall establish
distinct and appropriately staffed bureaus, divi-
sions, or offices to investigate and report on ac-
cidents involving each of the following modes of
transportation:

(1) aviation.

(2) highway and motor vehicle.
(3) rail and tracked vehicle.

(4) pipeline.

(5) marine.

(h) CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER.—The Chairman
shall designate an officer or employee of the
Board as the Chief Financial Officer. The Chief
Financial Officer shall—

(1) report directly to the Chairman on finan-
cial management and budget execution;

(2) direct, manage, and provide policy guid-
ance and oversight on financial management
and property and inventory control; and

(3) review the fees, rents, and other charges
imposed by the Board for services and things
of value it provides, and suggest appropriate
revisions to those charges to reflect costs in-
curred by the Board in providing those serv-
ices and things of value.

(i) BOARD MEMBER STAFF.—Each member of
the Board shall select and supervise regular and
full-time employees in his or her immediate of-
fice as long as any such employee has been ap-
proved for employment by the designated agen-
cy ethics official under the same guidelines that
apply to all employees of the Board. Except for
the Chairman, the appointment authority pro-
vided by this subsection is limited to the num-
ber of full-time equivalent positions, in addition
to 1 senior professional staff at a level not to ex-
ceed the GS 15 level and 1 administrative staff,
allocated to each member through the Board’s
annual budget and allocation process.

(j) SEAL.—The Board shall have a seal that
shall be judicially recognized.
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(k) OPEN MEETINGS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Board shall be deemed
to be an agency for purposes of section 552b of
title 5.

(2) NONPUBLIC COLLABORATIVE DISCUSSIONS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section
562b of title 5, a majority of the members
may hold a meeting that is not open to pub-
lic observation to discuss official agency
business if—

(i) no formal or informal vote or other
official agency action is taken at the
meeting;

(ii) each individual present at the meet-
ing is a member or an employee of the
Board;

(iii) at least 1 member of the Board from
each political party is present at the meet-
ing, if applicable; and

(iv) the General Counsel of the Board is
present at the meeting.

(B) DISCLOSURE OF NONPUBLIC COLLABO-
RATIVE DISCUSSIONS.—Except as provided
under subparagraphs (C) and (D), not later
than 2 business days after the conclusion of
a meeting under subparagraph (A), the Board
shall make available to the public, in a place
easily accessible to the public—

(i) a list of the individuals present at the
meeting; and

(ii) a summary of the matters, including
key issues, discussed at the meeting, ex-
cept for any matter the Board properly de-
termines may be withheld from the public

under section 552b(c) of title 5.

(C) SUMMARY.—If the Board properly deter-
mines a matter may be withheld from the
public under section 552b(c) of title 5, the
Board shall provide a summary with as
much general information as possible on
each matter withheld from the public.

(D) ACTIVE INVESTIGATIONS.—If a discus-
sion under subparagraph (A) directly relates
to an active investigation, the Board shall
make the disclosure under subparagraph (B)
on the date the Board adopts the final re-
port.

(E) PRESERVATION OF OPEN MEETINGS RE-
QUIREMENTS FOR AGENCY ACTION.—Nothing in
this paragraph may be construed to limit
the applicability of section 552b of title 5
with respect to a meeting of the members
other than that described in this paragraph.

(F) STATUTORY CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this paragraph may be construed—

(i) to limit the applicability of section
5562b of title b with respect to any informa-
tion which is proposed to be withheld from
the public under subparagraph (B)(ii); or

(ii) to authorize the Board to withhold
from any individual any record that is ac-
cessible to that individual under section
552a of title 5.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(d), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 746;
Pub. L. 106-424, §10, Nov. 1, 2000, 114 Stat. 1886;
Pub. L. 109-443, §9(a), (d), Dec. 21, 2006, 120 Stat.
3301; Pub. L. 115-254, div. C, §1112(a), (b), Oct. 5,
2018, 132 Stat. 3436.)
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HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

I;gggfgz Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
1111(a) ........ 49 App.:1902(a). Jan. 3, 1975, Pub. L. 93-633,
§303(a), (b)(2)- (c), 88 Stat.
2167, 2168.
1111(b) ........ 49 App.:1902(b)(1) Jan. 3, 1975, Pub. L. 93-633,
(1st sentence §303(b)(1), 88 Stat. 2167;
words before Oct. 14, , Pub. L.
comma, 2d-last 97-309, §1 (1st sentence), 96
sentences). Stat. 1453.
1111(c) . 49 App.:1902(b)(2).

1111(d) ........ 49 App.:1902(b)(1)
(1st sentence
words after
comma), (3) (1st,
2d, 4th sentences).

1111(e) ........ 49 App.:1902(b)(3)
(3d, last sen-
tences), (¢)(3).

1111(f) ........ 49 App.:1902(b)(4).

1111(g) ... 49 App.:1902(b)(5),
©) (D).

1111h) ....... 49 App.:1902(c)(2).

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘previously established
within the Department of Transportation’ are omitted
as unnecessary. The words ‘‘in accordance with this
section, on and after April 1, 1975 are omitted as exe-
cuted.

In subsection (c¢), the words ‘‘except as otherwise pro-
vided in this paragraph’ are omitted as surplus. The
text of 49 App.:1902(b)(2) (4th sentence) is omitted as ex-
ecuted.

In subsection (d), the words ‘“‘On or before January 1,
1976 are omitted as executed. The words ‘‘(and there-
after as required)” and ‘‘(hereafter in this chapter re-
ferred to as the ‘Chairman’)”’ are omitted as unneces-
sary.

In subsection (e), before clause (1), the words ‘‘is the
chief executive and administrative officer of the
Board’ are substituted for ‘‘shall be the chief executive
officer of the Board and shall exercise the executive
and administrative functions of the Board” for clarity.
The words ‘‘Subject to the general policies and deci-
sions of the Board, the Chairman shall’’ are substituted
for 49 App.:1902(b)(3) (last sentence) to eliminate unnec-
essary words. In clause (1), the words ‘‘Subject to the
civil service and classification laws’ are omitted as un-
necessary because of title 5, United States Code, espe-
cially sections 3301, 5101, and 5331. The words ‘‘the
Board is authorized” are omitted for consistency be-
cause the authority to appoint officers and employees
is vested in the Chairman subject to the ‘‘general poli-
cies and decisions of the Board” as provided in the
source provisions. The words ‘‘including investigators,
attorneys, and administrative law judges’ are omitted
as covered by ‘‘officers and employees’”. The words
‘“‘carry out this chapter’ are substituted for ‘‘carry out
its powers and duties under this chapter’ to eliminate
unnecessary words. In clause (3), the words ‘‘expendi-
tures of the Board” are substituted for ‘‘the use and ex-
penditure of funds” for clarity.

In subsection (f), the words ‘‘duties and powers’’ are
substituted for ‘‘function’ for consistency in the re-
vised title and with other titles of the Code.

In subsection (g), the text of 49 App.:1902(c)(1) is omit-
ted as unnecessary because of 40:ch. 10.

Editorial Notes
REFERENCES IN TEXT

GS-15, referred to in subsec. (i), is contained in the
General Schedule, which is set out under section 5332 of
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees.

AMENDMENTS

2018—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 115254, §1112(a), substituted
‘3 years” for ‘2 years’.

Subsec. (k). Pub. L. 115-254, §1112(b), added subsec.
(k).
2006—Subsec. (e)(1). Pub. L. 109-443, §9(d)(1), added
par. (1) and struck out former par. (1) which read as fol-
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lows: ‘‘appoint, supervise, and fix the pay of officers
and employees necessary to carry out this chapter;”.
Subsec. (€)(2) to (4). Pub. L. 109-443, §9(d)(2), (3), added
par. (2) and redesignated former pars. (2) and (3) as (3)
and (4), respectively.
Subsec. (g)(5). Pub. L. 109-443, §9(a), added par. (5).
Subsecs. (i), (j). Pub. L. 109443, §9(d)(4), (5), added
subsec. (i) and redesignated former subsec. (i) as (j).
2000—Subsecs. (h), (i). Pub. L. 106424 added subsec.
(h) and redesignated former subsec. (h) as (i).

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
DRUG-FREE WORKPLACE

Pub. L. 118-63, title XII, §1218, May 16, 2024, 138 Stat.
1431, provided that: ““Not later than 12 months after the
date of enactment of this Act [May 16, 2024], the Na-
tional Transportation Safety Board shall implement a
drug testing program applicable to Board employees,
including employees in safety or security sensitive po-
sitions, in accordance with Executive Order No. 12564
(51 Fed. Reg. 32889).”

UTILIZATION PLAN

Pub. L. 109443, §2(a)(2), Dec. 21, 2006, 120 Stat. 3297,
provided that:

“(A) PLAN.—Within 90 days after the date of enact-
ment of this Act [Dec. 21, 2006], the National Transpor-
tation Safety Board shall—

‘(i) develop a plan to achieve, to the maximum ex-
tent feasible, the self-sufficient operation of the Na-
tional Transportation Safety Board Academy and uti-
lize the Academy’s facilities and resources;

‘“(ii) submit a draft of the plan to the Comptroller
General for review and comment; and

‘‘(iii) submit a draft of the plan to the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the
Senate and the Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure of the House of Representatives.

‘(B) PLAN DEVELOPMENT CONSIDERATIONS.—The Board
shall—

‘(i) give consideration in developing the plan under
subparagraph (A)(i) to other revenue-generating
measures, including subleasing the facility to an-
other entity; and

‘“(ii) include in the plan a detailed financial state-
ment that covers current Academy expenses and rev-
enues and an analysis of the projected impact of the
plan on the Academy’s expenses and revenues.

‘(C) REPORT.—Within 180 days after the date of enact-
ment of this Act [Dec. 21, 2006], the National Transpor-
tation Safety Board shall submit a report to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of
the Senate and the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure of the House of Representatives that in-
cludes—

‘(i) an updated copy of the plan developed pursuant
to subparagraph (A)(i);

‘(i) any comments and recommendations made by
the Comptroller General pursuant to the Government
Accountability Office’s review of the draft plan; and

‘“(iii) a response to the Comptroller General’s com-
ments and recommendations, including a description
of any modifications made to the plan in response to
those comments and recommendations.

‘(D) IMPLEMENTATION.—The plan developed pursuant
to subparagraph (A)(i) shall be implemented within 2
years after the date of enactment of this Act [Dec. 21,
2006].”

AUDIT PROCEDURES

Pub. L. 109443, §6, Dec. 21, 2006, 120 Stat. 3300, pro-
vided that: ¢“The National Transportation Safety
Board, in consultation with the Inspector General of
the Department of Transportation, shall continue to
develop and implement comprehensive internal audit
controls for its operations. The audit controls shall ad-
dress, at a minimum, Board asset management sys-
tems, including systems for accounting management,

TITLE 49—TRANSPORTATION

Page 154

debt collection, travel, and property and inventory
management and control.”

IMPROVED AUDIT PROCEDURES

Pub. L. 106-424, §11, Nov. 1, 2000, 114 Stat. 1887, pro-
vided that: ‘“The National Transportation Safety
Board, in consultation with the Inspector General of
the Department of Transportation, shall develop and
implement comprehensive internal audit controls for
its financial programs based on the findings and rec-
ommendations of the private sector audit firm contract
entered into by the Board in March, 2000. The improved
internal audit controls shall, at a minimum, address
Board asset management systems, including systems
for accounting management, debt collection, travel,
and property and inventory management and control.”

§ 1112. Special boards of inquiry on air transpor-
tation safety

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—If an accident involves a
substantial question about public safety in air
transportation, the National Transportation
Safety Board may establish a special board of
inquiry composed of—

(1) one member of the Board acting as chair-
man; and

(2) 2 members representing the public, ap-
pointed by the President on notification of the
establishment of the special board of inquiry.

(b) QUALIFICATIONS AND CONFLICTS OF INTER-
EST.—The public members of a special board of
inquiry must be qualified by training and expe-
rience to participate in the inquiry and may not
have a pecuniary interest in an aviation enter-
prise involved in the accident to be investigated.

(c) AUTHORITY.—A special board of inquiry has
the same authority that the Board has under
this chapter.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(d), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 747.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

I;ggtlisgg Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
1112 ....eeeeeee. 49 App.:1443. Aug. 23, 1958, Pub. L. 85-726,
§1703, 72 Stat. 782.
49 App.:1655(d) (1st Oct. 15, 1966, Pub. L. 89-670,
sentence). §6(d) (Ist sentence), 80
Stat. 938.
49 App.:1903(a)(1)(A). | Jan. 3, 1975, Pub. L. 93-633,
§304(a)(1)(A), 88 Stat. 2168.

In subsection (c¢), the words ‘‘when convened to inves-
tigate an accident certified to it by the National Trans-
portation Safety Board’’ are omitted as surplus.

§1113. Administrative

(a) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—(1) The National
Transportation Safety Board, and when author-
ized by it, a member of the Board, an adminis-
trative law judge employed by or assigned to the
Board, or an officer or employee designated by
the Chairman of the Board, may conduct hear-
ings to carry out this chapter, administer oaths,
and require, by subpoena or otherwise, necessary
witnesses and evidence.

(2) A witness or evidence in a hearing under
paragraph (1) of this subsection may be sum-
moned or required to be produced from any
place in the United States to the designated
place of the hearing. A witness summoned under
this subsection is entitled to the same fee and
mileage the witness would have been paid in a
court of the United States.
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