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1 See References in Text note below. 

mination of the trusteeship agreement gov-
erning the administration of the Trust Territory 
of the Pacific Islands, to the government of the 
Northern Mariana Islands, Palau, the Marshall 
Islands, or the Federated States of Micronesia 
according to a list of distribution established by 
the High Commissioner of the Trust Territory of 
the Pacific Islands in consultation with the re-
cipient government. 

(b) Declaration that property is surplus 

Personal property referred to in subsection (a) 
of this section shall be transferred upon declara-
tion by the High Commissioner of the Trust Ter-
ritory of the Pacific Islands that such property 
is surplus to the needs of the government of the 
Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, which 
declaration shall be approved, if applicable, by 
the head of the agency of the Government of the 
United States having administrative responsi-
bility for the property. 

(c) Property held in trust 

If no government exists in Palau on December 
24, 1980, that is capable of receiving title to such 
property in its own name, the government of the 
Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands shall hold 
such property in trust for the prospective gov-
ernment of Palau until such government is es-
tablished. 

(Pub. L. 96–597, title IV, § 402, Dec. 24, 1980, 94 
Stat. 3478; Pub. L. 97–357, title II, § 201, Oct. 19, 
1982, 96 Stat. 1706.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly set out as a note under section 
1681 of this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

1982—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 97–357, substituted ‘‘by a 
date not later than ninety days following termination 
of the trusteeship agreement governing the administra-
tion of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands,’’ for 
‘‘by October 1, 1982,’’.

Executive Documents 

TERMINATION OF TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC 
ISLANDS 

For termination of Trust Territory of the Pacific Is-
lands, see note set out preceding section 1681 of this 
title. 

§ 1972. Controlled substances in freely associated 
states 

(a) In general 

The President is authorized to negotiate 
agreements which provide—

(1) that the United States shall carry out the 
provisions of part C of the Controlled Sub-
stances Act (21 U.S.C. 821 et seq.) as necessary 
to provide for the lawful distribution of con-
trolled substances in the freely associated 
states; and 

(2) that a freely associated state which insti-
tutes and maintains a voluntary system to re-
port annual estimates of narcotics needs to 
the International Narcotics Control Board, 
and which imposes controls on imports of nar-
cotic drugs consistent with the Single Conven-

tion on Narcotic Drugs, 1961, shall be eligible 
for exports of narcotic drugs from the United 
States in the same manner as a country meet-
ing the requirements of subsection (a) of sec-
tion 953 1 of title 21. 

(b) Effective date 

Agreements concluded pursuant to this sec-
tion shall become effective pursuant to section 
1901(f)(5) of this title or section 1931(d)(5) of this 
title, as may be applicable. 

(Pub. L. 101–219, title II, § 201, Dec. 12, 1989, 103 
Stat. 1874.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Controlled Substances Act, referred to in subsec. 
(a)(1), is title II of Pub. L. 91–513, Oct. 27, 1970, 84 Stat. 
1242. Part C of the Act is classified generally to part C 
(§ 821 et seq.) of subchapter I of chapter 13 of Title 21, 
Food and Drugs. For complete classification of this Act 
to the Code, see Short Title note set out under section 
801 of Title 21 and Tables. 

Section 953 of title 21, referred to in subsec. (a)(2), 
was in the original ‘‘section 1003 of the Controlled Sub-
stances Act’’, and was translated as reading ‘‘section 
1003 of the Controlled Substances Import and Export 
Act’’, meaning section 1003 of title III of Pub. L. 91–513, 
to reflect the probable intent of Congress. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly set out as a note under section 
1681 of this title. 

§ 1973. Freely Associated State Air Carrier 

(a) In furtherance of the objectives of the 
Compact of Free Association Act of 1985 (Public 
Law 99–239) [48 U.S.C. 1901 et seq., 2001 et seq.] 
and notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
a Freely Associated State Air Carrier shall not 
be precluded from providing transportation, be-
tween a place in the United States and a place 
in a state in free association with the United 
States or between two places in such a freely as-
sociated state, by air of persons (and their per-
sonal effects) and property procured, contracted 
for, or otherwise obtained by any executive de-
partment or other agency or instrumentality of 
the United States for its own account or in fur-
therance of the purposes or pursuant to the 
terms of any contract, agreement, or other spe-
cial arrangement made or entered into under 
which payment is made by the United States or 
payment is made from funds appropriated, 
owned, controlled, granted, or conditionally 
granted, or utilized by or otherwise established 
for the account of the United States, or shall be 
furnished to or for the account of any foreign 
nation, or any international agency, or other or-
ganization of whatever nationality, without pro-
visions for reimbursement. 

(b) The term ‘‘Freely Associated State Air 
Carrier’’ shall apply exclusively to a carrier re-
ferred to in Article IX(5)(b) of the Federal Pro-
grams and Services Agreement concluded pursu-
ant to Article II of Title Two and Section 232 of 
the Compact of Free Association. 

(Pub. L. 102–247, title III, § 303, Feb. 24, 1992, 106 
Stat. 39.)
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1 So in original. Probably should be followed by ‘‘2021’’. 

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Compact of Free Association Act of 1985, referred 
to in subsec. (a), is Pub. L. 99–239, Jan. 14, 1986, 99 Stat. 
1770, which is classified principally to part A of sub-
chapter I of this chapter and chapter 19 (§ 2001 et seq.) 
of this title. For complete classification of this Act to 
the Code, see Short Title note set out under section 
1901 of this title and Tables. 

The Compact of Free Association, referred to in sub-
sec. (b), probably means the Compact of Free Associa-
tion between the Government of the United States and 
the Governments of the Marshall Islands and the Fed-
erated States of Micronesia, which is contained in sec-
tion 201 of Pub. L. 99–239, set out as a note under sec-
tion 1901 of this title. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly set out as a note under section 
1681 of this title. 

§ 1974. Connecting Oceania’s Nations With Van-
guard Exercises and National Empowerment 

(a) Short title 

This section may be cited as the ‘‘Connecting 
Oceania’s Nations with Vanguard Exercises and 
National Empowerment Act of 2023’’ or the 
‘‘CONVENE Act of 2023’’. 

(b) Definitions 

In this section: 
(1) The term ‘‘appropriate committees of 

Congress’’ means—
(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations 

and the Select Committee on Intelligence of 
the Senate; 

(B) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and 
the Permanent Select Committee on Intel-
ligence of the House of Representatives; and 

(C) the congressional defense committees.

(2) NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL.—The term 
‘‘national security council’’ means, with re-
spect to a specified country, an intergovern-
mental body under the jurisdiction of the free-
ly elected government of the specified country 
that acts as the primary coordinating entity 
for security cooperation, disaster response, 
and the activities described in subsection 
(c)(5). 

(3) SPECIFIED COUNTRY.—The term ‘‘specified 
country’’ means—

(A) the Federated States of Micronesia; 
(B) the Republic of the Marshall Islands; 

and 
(C) the Republic of Palau. 

(c) National security councils of specified coun-
tries 

(1) In general 

The Secretary of State, in consultation with 
other relevant Federal departments and agen-
cies, as appropriate, may consult and engage 
with each specified country to advise and pro-
vide assistance to a national security council 
(including by developing a national security 
council, if appropriate), or to identify a simi-
lar coordinating body for national security 
matters, comprised of citizens of the specified 
country—

(A) that enables the specified country—
(i) to better coordinate with the United 

States Government, including the Armed 
Forces, as appropriate; 

(ii) to increase cohesion on activities, in-
cluding emergency humanitarian response, 
law enforcement, and maritime security 
activities; and 

(iii) to provide trained professionals to 
serve as members of the committees of the 
specified country established under the ap-
plicable Compact of Free Association; and

(B) for the purpose of enhancing resilience 
capabilities and protecting the people, infra-
structure, and territory of the specified 
country from malign actions. 

(2) Composition 

The Secretary of State, respecting the 
unique needs of each specified country, may 
seek to ensure that the national security 
council, or other identified coordinating body, 
of the specified country is composed of suffi-
cient staff and members to enable the activi-
ties described in paragraph (5). 

(3) Standards for equipment and services 

The Secretary of State may work with the 
national security council, or other identified 
coordinating body, of each specified country 
to ensure that—

(A) the equipment and services used by the 
national security council or other identified 
coordinating body are compliant with secu-
rity standards so as to minimize the risk of 
cyberattacks or espionage; 

(B) the national security council or other 
identified coordinating body takes all rea-
sonable efforts not to procure or use sys-
tems, equipment, or software that originates 
from any entity identified under section 
1260H of the William M. (Mac) Thornberry 
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 1 (10 U.S.C. 113 note); and 

(C) to the extent practicable, the equip-
ment and services used by the national secu-
rity council or other identified coordinating 
body are interoperable with the equipment 
and services used by the national security 
councils, or other identified coordinating 
bodies, of the other specified countries. 

(4) Report on implementation 

(A) In general 

Not later than 180 days after December 22, 
2023, and annually thereafter for 2 years, the 
Secretary of State shall submit to the ap-
propriate committees of Congress a report 
that includes—

(i) an assessment as to whether a na-
tional security council or a similar formal 
coordinating body is helping or would help 
achieve the objectives described in para-
graph (1) at acceptable financial and op-
portunity cost; 

(ii) a description of all actions taken by 
the United States Government to assist in 
the identification or maintenance of a na-
tional security council, or other identified 
coordinating body, in each specified coun-
try; 

(iii) with respect to each specified coun-
try, an assessment as to whether—
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