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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘assemble’’. 
2 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘section’’. 

ple peaceably to assembly 1 and petition the gov-
ernment for the redress of grievances. 

No law shall be made respecting an establish-
ment of religion or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof. 

No person who advocates, or who aids or be-
longs to any party, organization, or association 
which advocates, the overthrow by force or vio-
lence of the government of the Virgin Islands or 
of the United States shall be qualified to hold 
any office of trust or profit under the govern-
ment of the Virgin Islands. 

No money shall be paid out of the Virgin Is-
lands treasury except in accordance with an Act 
of Congress or money bill of the legislature and 
on warrant drawn by the proper officer. 

The contracting of polygamous or plural mar-
riages is prohibited. 

The employment of children under the age of 
sixteen years in any occupation injurious to 
health or morals or hazardous to life or limb is 
prohibited. 

Nothing contained in this chapter shall be 
construed to limit the power of the legislature 
herein provided to enact laws for the protection 
of life, the public health, or the public safety. 

No political or religious test other than an 
oath to support the Constitution and the laws of 
the United States applicable to the Virgin Is-
lands, and the laws of the Virgin Islands, shall 
be required as a qualification to any office or 
public trust under the Government of the Virgin 
Islands. 

The following provisions of and amendments 
to the Constitution of the United States are 
hereby extended to the Virgin Islands to the ex-
tent that they have not been previously ex-
tended to that territory and shall have the same 
force and effect there as in the United States or 
in any State of the United States: article I, sec-
tion 9, clauses 2 and 3; article IV, section 1 and 
section 2, clause 1; article VI, clause 3; the first 
to ninth amendments inclusive; the thirteenth 
amendment; the second sentence of section 1 of 
the fourteenth amendment; and the fifteenth 
and nineteenth amendments: Provided, however, 
That all offenses against the laws of the United 
States and the laws of the Virgin Islands which 
are prosecuted in the district court pursuant to 
sections 2 1612(a) and (c) of this title may be had 
by indictment by grand jury or by information, 
and that all offenses against the laws of the Vir-
gin Islands which are prosecuted in the district 
court pursuant to section 1612(b) of this title or 
in the courts established by local law shall con-
tinue to be prosecuted by information, except 
such as may be required by local law to be pros-
ecuted by indictment by grand jury. 

All laws enacted by Congress with respect to 
the Virgin Islands and all laws enacted by the 
territorial legislature of the Virgin Islands 
which are inconsistent with the provisions of 
this subsection 2 are repealed to the extent of 
such inconsistency. 

(July 22, 1954, ch. 558, § 3, 68 Stat. 497; Pub. L. 
85–851, § 1, Aug. 28, 1958, 72 Stat. 1094; Pub. L. 
90–496, § 11, Aug. 23, 1968, 82 Stat. 841; Pub. L. 
98–213, § 5(d), Dec. 8, 1983, 97 Stat. 1460; Pub. L. 
98–454, title VII, § 701, Oct. 5, 1984, 98 Stat. 1737.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 
‘‘this Act’’, meaning act July 22, 1954, ch. 558, 68 Stat. 
497, known as the Revised Organic Act of the Virgin Is-
lands, which is classified principally to this chapter. 
For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title note set out under section 1541 of this title 
and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

1984—Pub. L. 98–454 substituted provisions to the ef-
fect that offenses prosecuted under section 1612(a) and 
(c) of this title shall be prosecuted by indictment or in-
formation while those prosecuted under section 1612(b) 
of this title shall be prosecuted by information only, 
for provisions which provided that all prosecutions 
would be by information except where provided other-
wise by local laws in the proviso in penultimate par. 

1983—Pub. L. 98–213 inserted ‘‘article VI, clause 3;’’ in 
penultimate par. 

1968—Pub. L. 90–496 inserted provisions extending to 
the Virgin Islands the enumerated provisions of and 
amendments to the Constitution of the United States, 
and provisions repealing, to the extent of any incon-
sistency, all laws enacted by Congress with respect to 
the Virgin Islands and all laws enacted by the terri-
torial legislature of the Virgin Islands which are incon-
sistent with the provisions of this section. 

1958—Pub. L. 85–851 prohibited political or religious 
test but required loyalty oath as qualification to any 
office or public trust.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1984 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 98–454 effective on ninetieth 
day following Oct. 5, 1984, see section 1005 of Pub. L. 
98–454, set out as a note under section 1424 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1968 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 90–496, § 11, Aug. 23, 1968, 82 Stat. 841, provided 
that the amendment made by that section is effective 
on the date of enactment of Pub. L. 90–496, which was 
approved Aug. 23, 1968.

SUBCHAPTER III—LEGISLATIVE BRANCH 

§ 1571. Legislature 

(a) Designation and unicameral character 

The legislative power and authority of the 
Virgin Islands shall be vested in a legislature, 
consisting of one house, to be designated the 
‘‘Legislature of the Virgin Islands’’, herein re-
ferred to as the legislature. 

(b) Composition; legislative districts; method of 
elections 

The legislature shall be composed of members 
to be known as senators. The number of such 
senators shall be determined by the laws of the 
Virgin Islands. The apportionment of the legis-
lature shall be as provided by the laws of the 
Virgin Islands: Provided, That such apportion-
ment shall not deny to any person in the Virgin 
Islands the equal protection of the law: And pro-

vided further, That every voter in any district 
election or at large election shall be permitted 
to vote for the whole number of persons to be 
elected in that district election or at large elec-
tion as the case may be. Until the legislature 
shall provide otherwise, four members shall be 
elected at large, five shall be elected from the 
District of Saint Thomas, five from the District 
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of Saint Croix, and one from the District of 
Saint John, as those Districts were constituted 
on July 22, 1954, 

(July 22, 1954, ch. 558, § 5, 68 Stat. 498; Pub. L. 
89–548, § 1, Aug. 30, 1966, 80 Stat. 371; Pub. L. 
106–364, § 1, Oct. 27, 2000, 114 Stat. 1408.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

2000—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 106–364 struck out ‘‘fifteen’’ 
after ‘‘composed of’’ in first sentence and inserted ‘‘The 
number of such senators shall be determined by the 
laws of the Virgin Islands.’’ after first sentence. 

1966—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 89–548 raised from eleven to 
fifteen the total number of senators in the legislature, 
substituted provision that the legislature be appor-
tioned according to the laws of the Virgin Islands for 
provisions spelling out the division of the Virgin Is-
lands into districts, the composition of each such dis-
trict, and the district and at-large representation 
breakdown of the senators in the legislature, struck 
out provision for the casting of a ballot for two can-
didates by each elector in at-large elections and the 
drawing of lots to determine placement on the ballot in 
at-large elections, prohibited apportionment in a way 
which would deny equal protection of the law, and pro-
vided for temporary apportionment until the legisla-
ture provided otherwise from the districts as con-
stituted on July 22, 1954.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1966 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 89–548, § 2, Aug. 30, 1966, 80 Stat. 371, provided 
that: ‘‘This Act [amending this section] shall be effec-
tive with respect to the legislature to be elected at the 
regular general election in November 1966, and there-
after.’’

§ 1572. Legislators 

(a) Terms of office 

The term of office of each member of the legis-
lature shall be two years. The term of office of 
each member shall commence on the second 
Monday in January following his election: Pro-

vided, however, That the term of office of each 
member elected in November 1958 shall com-
mence on the second Monday in April 1959 and 
shall continue until the second Monday in April 
1961, and the term of office of each member 
elected in November 1960 shall commence on the 
second Monday in April 1961 and continue until 
the second Monday in January 1963. 

(b) Qualifications of members 

No person shall be eligible to be a member of 
the legislature who is not a citizen of the United 
States, who has not attained the age of twenty-
one years, who is not a qualified voter in the 
Virgin Islands, who has not been a bona fide 
resident of the Virgin Islands for at least three 
years next preceding the date of his election, or 
who has been convicted of a felony or of a crime 
involving moral turpitude and has not received 
a pardon restoring his civil rights. Federal em-
ployees and persons employed in the legislative, 
executive or judicial branches of the govern-
ment of the Virgin Islands shall not be eligible 
for membership in the legislature. 

(c) Appointment of electoral officers; popular 
election of members of boards of election 

All officers and employees charged with the 
duty of directing the administration of the elec-

toral system of the Virgin Islands and its rep-
resentative districts shall be appointed in such 
manner as the legislature may by law direct: 
Provided, however, That members of boards of 
elections, which entities of government have 
been duly organized and established by the gov-
ernment of the Virgin Islands, shall be popularly 
elected. 

(d) Immunity of members 

No member of the legislature shall be held to 
answer before any tribunal other than the legis-
lature for any speech or debate in the legisla-
ture and the members shall in all cases, except 
treason, felony, or breach of the peace, be privi-
leged from arrest during their attendance at the 
sessions of the legislature and in going to and 
returning from the same. 

(e) Compensation and allowances 

Each member of the legislature shall be paid 
such compensation and shall receive such addi-
tional allowances or benefits as may be fixed 
under the laws of the Virgin Islands. Such com-
pensation, allowances, or benefits, together with 
all other legislative expenses, shall be appro-
priated by, and paid out of funds of, the govern-
ment of the Virgin Islands. 

(f) Limitations on holding other office 

No member of the legislature shall hold or be 
appointed to any office which has been created 
by the legislature, or the salary or emoluments 
of which have been increased, while he was a 
member, during the term for which he was elect-
ed, or during one year after the expiration of 
such term. 

(g) General powers; parliamentary rules 

The legislature shall be the sole judge of the 
elections and qualifications of its members, 
shall have and exercise all the authority and at-
tributes, inherent in legislative assemblies, and 
shall have the power to institute and conduct in-
vestigations, issue subpena to witnesses and 
other parties concerned, and administer oaths. 
The rules of the Legislative Assembly of the 
Virgin Islands existing on July 22, 1954 shall con-
tinue in force and effect for sessions of the legis-
lature, except as inconsistent with this chapter, 
until altered, amended, or repealed by the legis-
lature. 

(h) Vacancies 

The Legislature of the Virgin Islands shall by 
law provide the procedure for filling any va-
cancy in the office of member of the legislature. 

(July 22, 1954, ch. 558, § 6, 68 Stat. 499; Pub. L. 
86–289, § 2(a), (b), Sept. 16, 1959, 73 Stat. 568; Pub. 
L. 89–98, July 30, 1965, 79 Stat. 423; Pub. L. 90–496, 
§ 8(b), Aug. 23, 1968, 82 Stat. 839; Pub. L. 92–389, 
Aug. 17, 1972, 86 Stat. 563; Pub. L. 93–130, § 1, Oct. 
19, 1973, 87 Stat. 460.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in subsec. (g), was in the 
original ‘‘this Act’’, meaning act July 22, 1954, ch. 558, 
68 Stat. 497, known as the Revised Organic Act of the 
Virgin Islands, which is classified principally to this 
chapter. For complete classification of this Act to the 
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 1541 of 
this title and Tables. 
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