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meaning of sections 1403 to 1403b of this title, or 
a debt, indebtedness, or the borrowing of money 
within the meaning of any limitation or restric-
tion on the issuance of notes, bonds, or other ob-
ligations contained in any laws of the United 
States applicable to the Virgin Islands or to any 
municipal corporation or other political subdivi-
sion or agency thereof. 

(July 18, 1950, ch. 466, title III, § 302, 64 Stat. 346.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Virgin Islands Organic Act, referred to in text, 
probably means the Organic Act of the Virgin Islands 
of the United States, act June 22, 1936, ch. 699, 49 Stat. 
1807, which is classified generally to subchapter II 
(§ 1405 et seq.) of this chapter. For complete classifica-
tion of this Act to the Code, see section 1406m of this 
title and Tables. 

§ 1408b. Authorization of loans, conveyances, etc., 
by government and municipalities 

The government of the Virgin Islands, through 
its legislative assembly, may assist such author-
ity with cash donations, loans, conveyances of 
real and personal property, facilities, and serv-
ices, and otherwise, and may authorize munici-
palities and other subdivisions to make cash do-
nations, loans, conveyances of real and personal 
property to such authority, and to take other 
action, including but not limited to, the making 
available or the furnishing of facilities and serv-
ices, in aid of slum clearance, urban redevelop-
ment, urban renewal, or low-rent housing 
projects. 

(July 18, 1950, ch. 466, title III, § 303, 64 Stat. 347; 
Aug. 11, 1955, ch. 783, title I, § 107(5), 69 Stat. 638.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1955—Act Aug. 11, 1955, included urban renewal proj-
ects. 

§ 1408c. Grants-in-aid by Federal Government 

Notwithstanding the limitation contained in 
the last sentence of section 110(d) [42 U.S.C. 
1460(d)] or in any other provision of title I [42 
U.S.C. 1450 et seq.] of the Housing Act of 1949 
(Public Law 171, Eighty-first Congress), as 
amended, the Secretary of Housing and Urban 
Development is authorized to allow and credit 
to such authority as may be created for the Vir-
gin Islands under this Act, as amended, (1) such 
local grants-in-aid as are otherwise approvable 
pursuant to the first sentence of said section 
110(d) with respect to any slum clearance and 
urban redevelopment or urban renewal project 
or projects undertaken by such authority with 
Federal assistance made available under title I 
of the Housing Act of 1949, as amended, and (2) 
such grants-in-aid made or assistance given to 
the local community by any Federal department 
or agency pursuant to authority of law other 
than the Housing Act of 1949 [42 U.S.C. 1441 et 
seq.] which would, if made or given by a State or 
local community, be approvable pursuant to 
said first sentence of section 110(d) with respect 
to any such project or projects so undertaken. 

(July 18, 1950, ch. 466, title III, § 304, 64 Stat. 347; 
Aug. 11, 1955, ch. 783, title I, § 107(6)–(9), 69 Stat. 
638; Pub. L. 90–19, § 9, May 25, 1967, 81 Stat. 22.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Housing Act of 1949, referred to in text, is act 
July 15, 1949, ch. 338, 63 Stat. 413, which is classified 
principally to chapter 8A (§ 1441 et seq.) of Title 42, The 
Public Health and Welfare. Title I of the Housing Act 
of 1949 (Public Law 171, Eighty-first Congress) was clas-
sified generally to subchapter II (§ 1450 et seq.) of chap-
ter 8A of Title 42, and was omitted from the Code pur-
suant to section 5316 of Title 42 which terminated the 
authority to make grants or loans under such title I 
after Jan. 1, 1975. For complete classification of this 
Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under sec-
tion 1441 of Title 42 and Tables. 

This Act, referred to in text, means act July 18, 1950, 
ch. 466, 64 Stat. 344, known as the Territorial Enabling 
Act of 1950, which enacted this subchapter and sections 
480 to 480b, 483a, 483b, 721 to 721b, and 910 to 910b of this 
title, amended sections 481 to 483 and 722 of this title, 
and enacted provisions set out as notes under sections 
480, 481, and 722 of this title. For complete classifica-
tion of this Act to the Code, see Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

1967—Pub. L. 90–19 substituted ‘‘Secretary of Housing 
and Urban Development’’ for ‘‘Housing and Home Fi-
nance Administrators.’’

1955—Act Aug. 11, 1955, included urban renewal proj-
ects, and inserted ‘‘as amended’’ after (Public Law 171, 
Eighty-first Congress), after ‘‘this Act’’, and after 
‘‘Housing Act of 1949’’ in cl. (1). 

§ 1408d. Ratification of prior acts 

All legislation heretofore enacted by the legis-
lative assembly of the Virgin Islands dealing 
with any part of the subject matter of this Act 
and not inconsistent herewith is ratified and 
confirmed. 

(July 18, 1950, ch. 466, title III, § 305, 64 Stat. 347.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in text, means act July 18, 1950, 
ch. 466, 64 Stat. 344, known as the Territorial Enabling 
Act of 1950, which enacted this subchapter and sections 
480 to 480b, 483a, 483b, 721 to 721b, and 910 to 910b of this 
title, amended sections 481 to 483 and 722 of this title, 
and enacted provisions set out as notes under sections 
480, 481, and 722 of this title. For complete classifica-
tion of this Act to the Code, see Tables. 

§ 1408e. Additional powers 

Powers granted in this Act shall be in addition 
to and not in derogation of any powers granted 
by other law to or for the benefit or assistance 
of any public corporate authority or munici-
pality. 

(July 18, 1950, ch. 466, title III, § 306, 64 Stat. 347.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in text, means act July 18, 1950, 
ch. 466, 64 Stat. 344, known as the Territorial Enabling 
Act of 1950, which enacted this subchapter and sections 
480 to 480b, 483a, 483b, 721 to 721b, and 910 to 910b of this 
title, amended sections 481 to 483 and 722 of this title, 
and enacted provisions set out as notes under sections 



Page 95 TITLE 48—TERRITORIES AND INSULAR POSSESSIONS § 1412

480, 481, and 722 of this title. For complete classifica-
tion of this Act to the Code, see Tables.

SUBCHAPTER V—INTERNAL DEVELOPMENT 

§§ 1409 to 1409j. Repealed. Pub. L. 97–357, title 
III, § 308(d), Oct. 19, 1982, 96 Stat. 1710

Section 1409, acts Dec. 20, 1944, ch. 615, § 1, 58 Stat. 827; 
June 30, 1949, ch. 288, title I, § 103, 63 Stat. 380; 1950 
Reorg. Plan No. 15, § 1, eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3176, 64 
Stat. 1267, related to undertaking of certain useful con-
struction projects to assist in internal development of 
Virgin Islands. 

Section 1409a, act Dec. 20, 1944, ch. 615, § 2, 58 Stat. 828, 
related to availability of funds for studies, plans, etc., 
for projects authorized. 

Section 1409b, acts Dec. 20, 1944, ch. 615, § 3, 58 Stat. 
829; 1950 Reorg. Plan No. 15, § 1, eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 
3176, 64 Stat. 1267; July 12, 1982, Pub. L. 97–214, § 10(b)(3), 
96 Stat. 175, related to acquisition of lands for projects 
authorized. 

Section 1409c, acts Dec. 20, 1944, ch. 615, § 4, 58 Stat. 
829; June 30, 1949, ch. 288, title I, § 103, 63 Stat. 380; 1950 
Reorg. Plan No. 15, § 1, eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3167, 64 
Stat. 1267, related to acceptance of funds and materials 
from Virgin Islands government for use in connection 
with projects authorized. 

Section 1409d, act Dec. 20, 1944, ch. 615, § 5, 58 Stat. 829; 
1950 Reorg. Plan No. 15, § 1, eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 
3176, 64 Stat. 1267, required construction of projects au-
thorized to be by contract, provided that repairs and 
improvements to existing structures be accomplished 
by employment of persons without regard to civil-serv-
ice and classification laws. 

Section 1409e, acts Dec. 20, 1944, ch. 615, § 6, 58 Stat. 
829; June 30, 1949, ch. 288, title I, § 102, 63 Stat. 380; 1950 
Reorg. Plan No. 15, § 1, eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3176, 64 
Stat. 1267, related to procurement, warehousing and 
distribution of property, and establishment of a revolv-
ing fund for purchase, repairs, etc., of materials and 
supplies. 

Section 1409f, act Dec. 20, 1944, ch. 615, § 7, 58 Stat. 829, 
made inapplicable to projects authorized the provisions 
of section 5 of former title 41, relating to advertising 
for bids in purchase of materials and services, where 
aggregate amount is less than $500. 

Section 1409g, act Dec. 20, 1944, ch. 615, § 8, 58 Stat. 829, 
related to disability and death benefits for certain em-
ployees receiving compensation from funds appro-
priated under this subchapter, subject to certain excep-
tions. 

Section 1409h, act Dec. 20, 1944, ch. 615, § 9, 58 Stat. 
829; 1950 Reorg. Plan No. 15, § 1, eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 
3176, 64 Stat. 1267, related to consideration and settle-
ment of claims for injury to persons and damage to 
property, and limitations thereon. 

Section 1409i, act Dec. 20, 1944, ch. 615, § 10, 58 Stat. 
830; 1950 Reorg. Plan No. 15, § 1, eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 
3176, 64 Stat. 1267, related to promulgation of rules and 
regulations. 

Section 1409j, act Dec. 20, 1944, ch. 615, § 11, 58 Stat. 
830; 1950 Reorg. Plan No. 15, § 1, eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 
3176, 64 Stat. 1267, related to authorization of appropria-
tions for administrative and other expenses.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

ESTIMATES AS NOT CONSTITUTING LIMITATIONS 

Act July 31, 1953, ch. 298, title I, § 1, 67 Stat. 275, pro-
vided in part that the estimated project costs specified 
in this subchapter not constitute limitations on 
amounts that could be expended for such projects. 

Similar provisions were contained in acts July 9, 1952, 
ch. 597, title I, § 101, 66 Stat. 459; Aug. 31, 1951, ch. 375, 
title I, § 101, 65 Stat. 264.

SUBCHAPTER VI—AGRICULTURAL 
PROGRAM 

§§ 1409m to 1409o. Repealed. Pub. L. 97–357, title 
III, § 308(f), Oct. 19, 1982, 96 Stat. 1710

Section 1409m, act Oct. 29, 1951, ch. 603, § 1, 65 Stat. 
661, related to establishment and maintenance of an ag-
ricultural research and extension service program. 

Section 1409n, act Oct. 29, 1951, ch. 603, § 2, 65 Stat. 662, 
related to transfer of functions, property, etc., of the 
agricultural experiment stations in Virgin Islands from 
Secretary of the Interior to Secretary of Agriculture. 

Section 1409o, act Oct. 29, 1951, ch. 603, § 3, 65 Stat. 662, 
related to authorization of appropriations and use of 
funds.

CHAPTER 8—GUANO ISLANDS 

Sec. 

1411. Guano districts; claim by United States. 
1412. Notice of discovery of guano and proofs. 
1413. Completion of proof on death of discoverer. 
1414. Exclusive privileges of discoverer. 
1415. Restrictions upon exportation. 
1416. Regulation of trade. 
1417. Criminal jurisdiction. 
1418. Employment of land and naval forces in pro-

tection of rights. 
1419. Right to abandon islands. 

§ 1411. Guano districts; claim by United States 

Whenever any citizen of the United States dis-
covers a deposit of guano on any island, rock, or 
key, not within the lawful jurisdiction of any 
other government, and not occupied by the citi-
zens of any other government, and takes peace-
able possession thereof, and occupies the same, 
such island, rock, or key may, at the discretion 
of the President, be considered as appertaining 
to the United States. 

(R.S. § 5570.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 5570 derived from act Aug. 18, 1856, ch. 164, § 1, 
11 Stat. 119. 

§ 1412. Notice of discovery of guano and proofs 

The discoverer shall, as soon as practicable, 
give notice verified by affidavit, to the Depart-
ment of State, of such discovery, occupation, 
and possession, describing the island, rock, or 
key, and the latitude and longitude thereof, as 
near as may be, and showing that such posses-
sion was taken in the name of the United States; 
and shall furnish satisfactory evidence to the 
State Department that such island, rock, or key 
was not, at the time of the discovery thereof, or 
of the taking possession and occupation thereof 
by the claimants, in the possession or occupa-
tion of any other government or of the citizens 
of any other government, before the same shall 
be considered as appertaining to the United 
States. 

(R.S. § 5571.)

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 5571 derived from act Aug. 18, 1856, ch. 164, § 1, 
11 Stat. 119. 
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