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Editorial Notes
REFERENCES IN TEXT

This chapter, referred to in subsecs. (a) and (b), was
in the original ‘‘this Act’’, meaning act June 19, 1934,
ch. 652, 48 Stat. 1064, known as the Communications Act
of 1934, which is classified principally to this chapter.
For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see
section 609 of this title and Tables.

CODIFICATION

In subsec. (a), ‘‘section 3105 of title 5’ substituted for
‘“‘section 11 of the Administrative Procedure Act (5
U.S.C. 1010)” on authority of Pub. L. 89-554, §7(b), Sept.
6, 1966, 80 Stat. 631, the first section of which enacted
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees.

AMENDMENTS

1994—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 103414 struck out ‘‘, as re-
ferred to in sections 202(b) and 205(f) of the Interstate
Commerce Act,”” after ‘‘State commissions’.

1971—Subsec. (¢). Pub. L. 92-131 added subsec. (c).

1956—Subsec. (a). Act Aug. 2, 1956, inserted in second
sentence ‘‘and examiner provided for in section 3105 of
title 5, designated by’ after ‘‘the Commissioner’.

1952—Subsec. (a). Act July 16, 1952, inserted first sen-
tence so as to bring these provisions in conformity with
section 409 of this title.

§411. Joinder of parties

(a) In any proceeding for the enforcement of
the provisions of this chapter, whether such pro-
ceeding be instituted before the Commission or
be begun originally in any district court of the
United States, it shall be lawful to include as
parties, in addition to the carrier, all persons in-
terested in or affected by the charge, regulation,
or practice under consideration, and inquiries,
investigations, orders, and decrees may be made
with reference to and against such additional
parties in the same manner, to the same extent,
and subject to the same provisions as are or
shall be authorized by law with respect to car-
riers.

(b) In any suit for the enforcement of an order
for the payment of money all parties in whose
favor the Commission may have made an award
for damages by a single order may be joined as
plaintiffs, and all of the carriers parties to such
order awarding such damages may be joined as
defendants, and such suit may be maintained by
such joint plaintiffs and against such joint de-
fendants in any district where any one of such
joint plaintiffs could maintain such suit against
any one of such joint defendants; and service of
process against any one of such defendants as
may not be found in the district where the suit
is brought may be made in any district where
such defendant carrier has its principal oper-
ating office. In case of such joint suit, the recov-
ery, if any, may be by judgment in favor of any
one of such plaintiffs, against the defendant
found to be liable to such plaintiff.

(June 19, 1934, ch. 652, title IV, §411, 48 Stat.
1098.)
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REFERENCES IN TEXT

This chapter, referred to in subsec. (a), was in the
original ‘‘this Act’’, meaning act June 19, 1934, ch. 652,
48 Stat. 1064, known as the Communications Act of 1934,
which is classified principally to this chapter. For com-
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plete classification of this Act to the Code, see section
609 of this title and Tables.

§412. Documents filed with Commission as pub-
lic records; prima facie evidence; confiden-
tial records

The copies of schedules of charges, classifica-
tions, and of all contracts, agreements, and ar-
rangements between common carriers filed with
the Commission as herein provided, and the sta-
tistics, tables, and figures contained in the an-
nual or other reports of carriers and other per-
sons made to the Commission as required under
the provisions of this chapter shall be preserved
as public records in the custody of the secretary
of the Commission, and shall be received as
prima facie evidence of what they purport to be
for the purpose of investigations by the Commis-
sion and in all judicial proceedings; and copies
of and extracts from any of said schedules, clas-
sifications, contracts, agreements, arrange-
ments, or reports, made public records as afore-
said, certified by the secretary, under the Com-
mission’s seal, shall be received in evidence with
like effect as the originals: Provided, That the
Commission may, if the public interest will be
served thereby, keep confidential any contract,
agreement, or arrangement relating to foreign
wire or radio communication when the publica-
tion of such contract, agreement, or arrange-
ment would place American communication
companies at a disadvantage in meeting the
competition of foreign communication compa-
nies.

(June 19, 1934, ch. 652, title IV, §412, 48 Stat.
1099.)

Editorial Notes
REFERENCES IN TEXT

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original
‘‘this Act”’, meaning act June 19, 1934, ch. 652, 48 Stat.
1064, known as the Communications Act of 1934, which
is classified principally to this chapter. For complete
classification of this Act to the Code, see section 609 of
this title and Tables.

§413. Designation of agent for service; method of
service

It shall be the duty of every carrier subject to
this chapter to designate in writing an agent in
the District of Columbia, upon whom service of
all notices and process and all orders, decisions,
and requirements of the Commission may be
made for and on behalf of said carrier in any
proceeding or suit pending before the Commis-
sion, and to file such designation in the office of
the secretary of the Commission, which designa-
tion may from time to time be changed by like
writing similarly filed; and thereupon service of
all notices and process and orders, decisions, and
requirements of the Commission may be made
upon such carrier by leaving a copy thereof with
such designated agent at his office or usual
place of residence in the District of Columbia,
with like effect as if made personally upon such
carrier, and in default of such designation of
such agent, service of any notice or other proc-
ess in any proceeding before said Commission, or
of any order, decision, or requirement of the
Commission, may be made by posting such no-
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tice, process, order, requirement, or decision in
the office of the secretary of the Commission.

(June 19, 1934, ch. 652, title IV, §413, 48 Stat. 1099;
Pub. L. 103414, title III, §304(a)(11), Oct. 25, 1994,
108 Stat. 4297.)

Editorial Notes
REFERENCES IN TEXT

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original
“‘this Act”’, meaning act June 19, 1934, ch. 652, 48 Stat.
1064, known as the Communications Act of 1934, which
is classified principally to this chapter. For complete
classification of this Act to the Code, see section 609 of
this title and Tables.

AMENDMENTS

1994—Pub. L. 103-414 struck out *‘, within sixty days
after the taking effect of this chapter,” after ‘‘every
carrier subject to this chapter’.

§414. Exclusiveness of chapter

Nothing in this chapter contained shall in any
way abridge or alter the remedies now existing
at common law or by statute, but the provisions
of this chapter are in addition to such remedies.

(June 19, 1934, ch. 652, title IV, §414, 48 Stat.
1099.)
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REFERENCES IN TEXT

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original
‘“‘this Act”, meaning act June 19, 1934, ch. 652, 48 Stat.
1064, known as the Communications Act of 1934, which
is classified principally to this chapter. For complete
classification of this Act to the Code, see section 609 of
this title and Tables.

§415. Limitations of actions

(a) Recovery of charges by carrier

All actions at law by carriers for recovery of
their lawful charges, or any part thereof, shall
be begun within two years from the time the
cause of action accrues, and not after.

(b) Recovery of damages

All complaints against carriers for the recov-
ery of damages not based on overcharges shall
be filed with the Commission within two years
from the time the cause of action accrues, and
not after, subject to subsection (d) of this sec-
tion.

(c) Recovery of overcharges

For recovery of overcharges action at law
shall be begun or complaint filed with the Com-
mission against carriers within two years from
the time the cause of action accrues, and not
after, subject to subsection (d) of this section,
except that if claim for the overcharge has been
presented in writing to the carrier within the
two-year period of limitation said period shall
be extended to include two years from the time
notice in writing is given by the carrier to the
claimant of disallowance of the claim, or any
part or parts thereof, specified in the notice.

(d) Extension

If on or before expiration of the period of limi-
tation in subsection (b) or (c) a carrier begins
action under subsection (a) for recovery of law-
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ful charges in respect of the same service, or,
without beginning action, collects charges in re-
spect of that service, said period of limitation
shall be extended to include ninety days from
the time such action is begun or such charges
are collected by the carrier.
(e) Accrual of cause of action for transmission of
message

The cause of action in respect of the trans-
mission of a message shall, for the purposes of
this section, be deemed to accrue upon delivery
or tender of delivery thereof by the carrier, and
not after.
(f) Enforcement petition

A petition for the enforcement of an order of
the Commission for the payment of money shall
be filed in the district court or the State court
within one year from the date of the order, and
not after.

(g) “Overcharges” defined

The term ‘‘overcharges’ as used in this sec-
tion shall be deemed to mean charges for serv-
ices in excess of those applicable thereto under
the schedules of charges lawfully on file with
the Commission.

(June 19, 1934, ch. 652, title IV, §415, 48 Stat. 1099;
Pub. L. 93-507, Nov. 30, 1974, 88 Stat. 1577.)

Editorial Notes
AMENDMENTS
1974—Subsecs. (a) to (c). Pub. L. 93-507 amended sub-

secs. (a) to (¢) generally, substituting reference to two
years for reference to one year wherever appearing.

§416. Orders of Commission
(a) Service

Every order of the Commission shall be forth-
with served upon the designated agent of the
carrier in the city of Washington or in such
other manner as may be provided by law.
(b) Suspension or modification

Except as otherwise provided in this chapter,
the Commission is authorized to suspend or
modify its orders upon such notice and in such
manner as it shall deem proper.
(c) Compliance

It shall be the duty of every person, its agents
and employees, and any receiver or trustee
thereof, to observe and comply with such orders
so long as the same shall remain in effect.

(June 19, 1934, ch. 652, title IV, §416, 48 Stat.
1100.)

Editorial Notes
REFERENCES IN TEXT

This chapter, referred to in subsec. (b), was in the
original ‘‘this Act’’, meaning act June 19, 1934, ch. 652,
48 Stat. 1064, known as the Communications Act of 1934,
which is classified principally to this chapter. For com-
plete classification of this Act to the Code, see section
609 of this title and Tables.

SUBCHAPTER V—PENAL PROVISIONS;
FORFEITURES

§501. General penalty

Any person who willfully and knowingly does
or causes or suffers to be done any act, matter,
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