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do interfere with the transmission or reception
of radio communications or signals by the Gov-
ernment stations concerned shall not use their
transmitters during the first fifteen minutes of
each hour, local standard time.

(b) The Government stations for which the
above-mentioned division of time is established
shall transmit radio communications or signals
only during the first fifteen minutes of each
hour, local standard time, except in case of sig-
nals or radio communications relating to vessels
in distress and vessel requests for information
as to course, location, or compass direction.

(June 19, 1934, ch. 652, title III, §323, 48 Stat.
1090.)

§324. Use of minimum power

In all circumstances, except in case of radio
communications or signals relating to vessels in
distress, all radio stations, including those
owned and operated by the United States, shall
use the minimum amount of power necessary to
carry out the communication desired.

(June 19, 1934, ch. 652, title III, §324, 48 Stat.
1091.)

§325. False, fraudulent, or unauthorized trans-
missions

(a) False distress signals; rebroadcasting pro-
grams

No person within the jurisdiction of the
United States shall knowingly utter or trans-
mit, or cause to be uttered or transmitted, any
false or fraudulent signal of distress, or commu-
nication relating thereto, nor shall any broad-
casting station rebroadcast the program or any
part thereof of another broadcasting station
without the express authority of the originating
station.

(b) Consent to retransmission of broadcasting
station signals

(1) No cable system or other multichannel
video programming distributor shall retransmit
the signal of a broadcasting station, or any part
thereof, except—

(A) with the express authority of the origi-
nating station;

(B) under section 534 of this title, in the case
of a station electing, in accordance with this
subsection, to assert the right to carriage
under such section; or

(C) under section 338 of this title, in the case
of a station electing, in accordance with this
subsection, to assert the right to carriage
under such section.

(2) This subsection shall not apply—

(A) to retransmission of the signal of a non-
commercial television broadcast station;

(B) to retransmission of the signal of a tele-
vision broadcast station outside the station’s
local market by a satellite carrier directly to
its subscribers, if—

(i) such station was a superstation on May
1, 1991;

(ii) as of July 1, 1998, such station was re-
transmitted by a satellite carrier under the
statutory license of section 119 of title 1T7;
and
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(iii) the satellite carrier complies with any
network nonduplication, syndicated exclu-
sivity, and sports blackout rules adopted by
the Commission under section 339(b) of this
title;

(C) to retransmission of the signals of net-
work stations directly to a home satellite an-
tenna under the statutory license of section
119 of title 1T7;

(D) to retransmission by a cable operator or
other multichannel video provider, other than
a satellite carrier, of the signal of a television
broadcast station outside the station’s local
market if such signal was obtained from a sat-
ellite carrier and—

(i) the originating station was a supersta-
tion on May 1, 1991; and

(ii) as of July 1, 1998, such station was re-
transmitted by a satellite carrier under the
statutory license of section 119 of title 17; or

(E) during the 6-month period beginning on
November 29, 1999, to the retransmission of the
signal of a television broadcast station within
the station’s local market by a satellite car-
rier directly to its subscribers under the statu-
tory license of section 122 of title 17.

For purposes of this paragraph, the terms ‘‘sat-
ellite carrier” and ‘‘superstation’” have the
meanings given those terms, respectively, in
section 119(d) of title 17, as in effect on October
5, 1992.

(3)(A) Within 45 days after October 5, 1992, the
Commission shall commence a rulemaking pro-
ceeding to establish regulations to govern the
exercise by television broadcast stations of the
right to grant retransmission consent under this
subsection and of the right to signal carriage
under section 534 of this title, and such other
regulations as are necessary to administer the
limitations contained in paragraph (2). The
Commission shall consider in such proceeding
the impact that the grant of retransmission con-
sent by television stations may have on the
rates for the basic service tier and shall ensure
that the regulations prescribed under this sub-
section do not conflict with the Commission’s
obligation under section 543(b)(1) of this title to
ensure that the rates for the basic service tier
are reasonable. Such rulemaking proceeding
shall be completed within 180 days after October
5, 1992.

(B) The regulations required by subparagraph
(A) shall require that television stations, within
one year after October 5, 1992, and every three
years thereafter, make an election between the
right to grant retransmission consent under this
subsection and the right to signal carriage under
section 534 of this title. If there is more than one
cable system which services the same geo-
graphic area, a station’s election shall apply to
all such cable systems.

(C) The Commission shall commence a rule-
making proceeding to revise the regulations
governing the exercise by television broadcast
stations of the right to grant retransmission
consent under this subsection, and such other
regulations as are necessary to administer the
limitations contained in paragraph (2). Such
regulations shall—
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