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1994, 108 Stat. 4296; Pub. L. 104–104, title I, 
§ 102(a), Feb. 8, 1996, 110 Stat. 80; Pub. L. 105–125, 
§ 1, Dec. 1, 1997, 111 Stat. 2540.)

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1997—Subsec. (e)(1). Pub. L. 105–125, § 1(1), substituted 

‘‘(2), (3), or (6)’’ for ‘‘(2) or (3)’’. 

Subsec. (e)(3). Pub. L. 105–125, § 1(2), substituted 

‘‘interstate services or an area served by a common 

carrier to which paragraph (6) applies’’ for ‘‘interstate 

services’’. 

Subsec. (e)(4). Pub. L. 105–125, § 1(3), inserted ‘‘(or the 

Commission in the case of a common carrier designated 

under paragraph (6))’’ after ‘‘State commission’’ wher-

ever appearing. 

Subsec. (e)(5). Pub. L. 105–125, § 1(4), inserted ‘‘(or the 

Commission under paragraph (6))’’ after ‘‘State com-

mission’’. 

Subsec. (e)(6). Pub. L. 105–125, § 1(5), added par. (6). 

1996—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 104–104 added subsec. (e). 

1994—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103–414 substituted ‘‘section 

221’’ for ‘‘section 221 or 222’’. 

1989—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 101–239 substituted ‘‘$1,200’’ 

for ‘‘$100’’. 

1974—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 93–506 substituted ‘‘the Sec-

retary of Defense, the Secretary of State (with respect 

to such applications involving service to foreign 

points),’’ for ‘‘the Secretary of the Army, the Secretary 

of the Navy,’’. 

1943—Subsec. (a). Act Mar. 6, 1943, § 2, among other 

changes inserted all after ‘‘no carrier shall dis-

continue’’, etc. 

Subsec. (b). Act Mar. 6, 1943, § 3, among other changes 

provided notice should be filed with Secretary of War 

and the Secretary of the Navy. 

Subsec. (c). Act Mar. 6, 1943, § 4, extended provisions 

to include discontinuance, reduction, or impairment of 

service. 

Subsec. (d). Act Mar. 6, 1943, § 5, amended first sen-

tence.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EXTENSION OF LINES; ARMIS REPORTS 

Pub. L. 104–104, title IV, § 402(b)(2), Feb. 8, 1996, 110 

Stat. 129, provided that: ‘‘The Commission shall permit 

any common carrier—

‘‘(A) to be exempt from the requirements of section 

214 of the Communications Act of 1934 [47 U.S.C. 214] 

for the extension of any line; and 

‘‘(B) to file cost allocation manuals and ARMIS re-

ports annually, to the extent such carrier is required 

to file such manuals or reports.’’

§ 215. Examination of transactions relating to 
furnishing of services, equipment, etc.; re-
ports to Congress 

(a) Access to records and documents 

The Commission shall examine into trans-
actions entered into by any common carrier 
which relate to the furnishing of equipment, 
supplies, research, services, finances, credit, or 
personnel to such carrier and/or which may af-
fect the charges made or to be made and/or the 
services rendered or to be rendered by such car-
rier, in wire or radio communication subject to 
this chapter, and shall report to the Congress 
whether any such transactions have affected or 
are likely to affect adversely the ability of the 
carrier to render adequate service to the public, 
or may result in any undue or unreasonable in-
crease in charges or in the maintenance of 
undue or unreasonable charges for such service; 

and in order to fully examine into such trans-
actions the Commission shall have access to and 
the right of inspection and examination of all 
accounts, records, and memoranda, including all 
documents, papers, and correspondence now or 
hereafter existing, of persons furnishing such 
equipment, supplies, research, services, finances, 
credit, or personnel. The Commission shall in-
clude in its report its recommendations for nec-
essary legislation in connection with such trans-
actions, and shall report specifically whether in 
its opinion legislation should be enacted (1) au-
thorizing the Commission to declare any such 
transactions void or to permit such transactions 
to be carried out subject to such modification of 
their terms and conditions as the Commission 
shall deem desirable in the public interest; and/
or (2) subjecting such transactions to the ap-
proval of the Commission where the person fur-
nishing or seeking to furnish the equipment, 
supplies, research, services, finances, credit, or 
personnel is a person directly or indirectly con-
trolling or controlled by, or under direct or indi-
rect common control with, such carrier; and/or 
(3) authorizing the Commission to require that 
all or any transactions of carriers involving the 
furnishing of equipment, supplies, research, 
services, finances, credit, or personnel to such 
carrier be upon competitive bids on such terms 
and conditions and subject to such regulations 
as it shall prescribe as necessary in the public 
interest. 

(b) Exclusive dealing contracts 

The Commission shall examine all contracts of 
common carriers subject to this chapter which 
prevent the other party thereto from dealing 
with another common carrier subject to this 
chapter, and shall report its findings to Con-
gress, together with its recommendations as to 
whether additional legislation on this subject is 
desirable. 

(June 19, 1934, ch. 652, title II, § 215, 48 Stat. 1076; 
Pub. L. 115–141, div. P, title IV, § 402(i)(2), Mar. 
23, 2018, 132 Stat. 1089.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 

‘‘this Act’’, meaning act June 19, 1934, ch. 652, 48 Stat. 

1064, known as the Communications Act of 1934, which 

is classified principally to this chapter. For complete 

classification of this Act to the Code, see section 609 of 

this title and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Subsecs. (b), (c). Pub. L. 115–141 redesignated 

subsec. (c) as (b) and struck out former subsec. (b). 

Prior to amendment, text of subsec. (b) read as follows: 

‘‘The Commission shall investigate the methods by 

which and the extent to which wire telephone compa-

nies are furnishing wire telegraph service and wire tele-

graph companies are furnishing wire telephone service, 

and shall report its findings to Congress, together with 

its recommendations as to whether additional legisla-

tion on this subject is desirable.’’

§ 216. Receivers and trustees; application of 
chapter 

The provisions of this chapter shall apply to 
all receivers and operating trustees of carriers 
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subject to this chapter to the same extent that 
it applies to carriers. 

(June 19, 1934, ch. 652, title II, § 216, 48 Stat. 1077.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 

‘‘this Act’’, meaning act June 19, 1934, ch. 652, 48 Stat. 

1064, known as the Communications Act of 1934, which 

is classified principally to this chapter. For complete 

classification of this Act to the Code, see section 609 of 

this title and Tables. 

§ 217. Agents’ acts and omissions; liability of car-
rier 

In construing and enforcing the provisions of 
this chapter, the act, omission, or failure of any 
officer, agent, or other person acting for or em-
ployed by any common carrier or user, acting 
within the scope of his employment, shall in 
every case be also deemed to be the act, omis-
sion, or failure of such carrier or user as well as 
that of the person. 

(June 19, 1934, ch. 652, title II, § 217, 48 Stat. 1077.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 

‘‘this Act’’, meaning act June 19, 1934, ch. 652, 48 Stat. 

1064, known as the Communications Act of 1934, which 

is classified principally to this chapter. For complete 

classification of this Act to the Code, see section 609 of 

this title and Tables. 

§ 218. Management of business; inquiries by Com-
mission 

The Commission may inquire into the man-
agement of the business of all carriers subject to 
this chapter, and shall keep itself informed as to 
the manner and method in which the same is 
conducted and as to technical developments and 
improvements in wire and radio communication 
and radio transmission of energy to the end that 
the benefits of new inventions and developments 
may be made available to the people of the 
United States. The Commission may obtain 
from such carriers and from persons directly or 
indirectly controlling or controlled by, or under 
direct or indirect common control with, such 
carriers full and complete information necessary 
to enable the Commission to perform the duties 
and carry out the objects for which it was cre-
ated. 

(June 19, 1934, ch. 652, title II, § 218, 48 Stat. 1077.)

Editorial Notes 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 

‘‘this Act’’, meaning act June 19, 1934, ch. 652, 48 Stat. 

1064, known as the Communications Act of 1934, which 

is classified principally to this chapter. For complete 

classification of this Act to the Code, see section 609 of 

this title and Tables. 

§ 219. Reports by carriers; contents and require-
ments generally 

(a) The Commission is authorized to require 
annual reports from all carriers subject to this 

chapter, and from persons directly or indirectly 

controlling or controlled by, or under direct or 

indirect common control with, any such carrier, 

to prescribe the manner in which such reports 

shall be made, and to require from such persons 

specific answers to all questions upon which the 

Commission may need information. Except as 

otherwise required by the Commission, such an-

nual reports shall show in detail the amount of 

capital stock issued, the amount and privileges 

of each class of stock, the amounts paid there-

for, and the manner of payment for the same; 

the dividends paid and the surplus fund, if any; 

the number of stockholders (and the names of 

the thirty largest holders of each class of stock 

and the amount held by each); the funded and 

floating debts and the interest paid thereon; the 

cost and value of the carrier’s property, fran-

chises, and equipment; the number of employees 

and the salaries paid each class; the names of all 

officers and directors, and the amount of salary, 

bonus, and all other compensation paid to each; 

the amounts expended for improvements each 

year, how expended, and the character of such 

improvements; the earnings and receipts from 

each branch of business and from all sources; 

the operating and other expenses; the balances 

of profit and loss; and a complete exhibit of the 

financial operations of the carrier each year, in-

cluding an annual balance sheet. Such reports 

shall also contain such information in relation 

to charges or regulations concerning charges, or 

agreements, arrangements, or contracts affect-

ing the same, as the Commission may require. 

(b) Such reports shall be for such twelve 

months’ period as the Commission shall des-

ignate and shall be filed with the Commission at 

its office in Washington within three months 

after the close of the year for which the report 

is made, unless additional time is granted in any 

case by the Commission; and if any person sub-

ject to the provisions of this section shall fail to 

make and file said annual reports within the 

time above specified, or within the time ex-

tended by the Commission, for making and fil-

ing the same, or shall fail to make specific an-

swer to any question authorized by the provi-

sions of this section within thirty days from the 

time it is lawfully required so to do, such person 

shall forfeit to the United States the sum of 

$1,200 for each and every day it shall continue to 

be in default with respect thereto. The Commis-

sion may by general or special orders require 

any such carriers to file monthly reports of 

earnings and expenses and to file periodical and/

or special reports concerning any matters with 

respect to which the Commission is authorized 

or required by law to act. If any such carrier 

shall fail to make and file any such periodical or 

special report within the time fixed by the Com-

mission, it shall be subject to the forfeitures 

above provided. 

(June 19, 1934, ch. 652, title II, § 219, 48 Stat. 1077; 

Aug. 2, 1956, ch. 874, § 2, 70 Stat. 931; Pub. L. 

87–444, §§ 1, 2, Apr. 27, 1962, 76 Stat. 63; Pub. L. 

101–239, title III, § 3002(e), Dec. 19, 1989, 103 Stat. 

2131.)
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