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ments made to this section by section 60502(b)(1) of
Pub. L. 117-58 are effective on the date on which the
Federal Communications Commission submits the cer-
tification required under section 60502(b)(4) of Pub. L.
117-58, set out below, or Dec. 31, 2021, whichever is ear-
lier.

ELIGIBILITY FOR THE AFFORDABLE CONNECTIVITY
BENEFIT; TRANSITION; CERTIFICATION

Pub. L. 117-58, div. F, title V, §60502(b)(2)—(4), Nov. 15,
2021, 135 Stat. 1242, provided that:

‘“(2) APPLICABILITY OF AMENDMENT TO ELIGIBILITY.— A
household that qualified for the Affordable
Connectivity Program under section 904 of division N of
the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021 (Public Law
116-260) [47 U.S.C. 1752] before the effective date in para-
graph (1) [set out as a note above] and, as of that effec-
tive date, would, but for this subparagraph, see a reduc-
tion in the amount of the affordable connectivity ben-
efit under the Program, shall, during the 60-day period
beginning on that effective date, be eligible for the af-
fordable connectivity benefit in the amount in effect
with respect to that household, as of the day before
that effective date.

““(3) TRANSITION.—After the effective date under para-
graph (1), an eligible household that was participating
in the Emergency Broadband Benefit Program under
section 904 of division N of the Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act, 2021 (Public Law 116-260) on the day before
the date of enactment of this Act [Nov. 15, 2021] and
qualifies for the Affordable Connectivity Program es-
tablished under that section (as amended by this sec-
tion) shall continue to have access to an affordable
service offering.

‘‘(4) CERTIFICATION REQUIRED.—On the date on which
the amounts appropriated under section 904(i)(2) of di-
vision N of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021
(Public Law 116-260) [47 U.S.C. 1752(i)(2)] have been fully
expended, the [Federal Communications] Commission
shall submit to Congress a certification regarding that
fact.”

BROADBAND TRANSPARENCY RULES

Pub. L. 117-58, div. F, title V, §60502(c), Nov. 15, 2021,
135 Stat. 1243, provided that:

‘(1) RULES.—Not later than 1 year after the date of
enactment of this Act [Nov. 15, 2021], the [Federal Com-
munications] Commission shall issue final rules regard-
ing the annual collection by the Commission of data re-
lating to the price and subscription rates of each inter-
net service offering of a participating provider under
the Affordable Connectivity Program established under
section 904 of division N of the Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act, 2021 (Public Law 116-260) [47 U.S.C. 1752] (as
amended by this section) to which an eligible house-
hold subscribes.

‘“(2) UPDATES.—Not later than 180 days after the date
on which rules are issued under paragraph (1), and when
determined to be necessary by the Commission there-
after, the Commission shall revise the rules to verify
the accuracy of data submitted pursuant to the rules.

‘“(3) REDUNDANCY AVOIDANCE.—Nothing in this sub-
section shall be construed to require the Commission,
in order to meet a requirement of this subsection, to
duplicate an activity that the Commission is under-
taking as of the date of enactment of this Act, if—

‘“(A) the Commission refers to the activity in the
rules issued under paragraph (1);

‘“(B) the activity meets the requirements of this
subsection; and

“(C) the Commission discloses the activity to the
public.

““(4) AVAILABILITY OF DATA.—

‘““(A) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The Commission shall
make data relating to broadband internet access
service collected under the rules issued under para-
graph (1) available to the public in a commonly used
electronic format without risking the disclosure of
personally identifiable information or proprietary in-
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formation, consistent with section 0.459 of title 47,
Code of Federal Regulations (or any successor regula-
tion).

‘(B) DETERMINATION OF PERSONALLY IDENTIFIABLE
INFORMATION.—The Commission—

‘(i) shall define the term ‘personally identifiable
information’, for purposes of subparagraph (A)
through notice and comment rulemaking; and

“(ii) may not make any data available to the pub-
lic under subparagraph (A) before completing the
rulemaking under clause (i) of this subparagraph.’’

[For definition of ‘‘broadband internet access serv-
ice” as used in section 60502(c) of Pub. L. 117-58, set out
above, see section 1751 of this title.]

GUIDANCE

Pub. L. 117-58, div. F, title V, §60502(d), Nov. 15, 2021,
135 Stat. 1243, provided that: ‘“The [Federal Commu-
nications] Commission may issue such guidance, forms,
instructions, or publications, or provide such technical
assistance, as may be necessary or appropriate to carry
out the programs, projects, or activities authorized
under this section [amending this section and enacting
provisions set out as notes under this section] and the
amendments made by this section, including to ensure
that such programs, projects, or activities are com-
pleted in a timely and effective manner.”’

COORDINATION

Pub. L. 117-58, div. F, title V, §60502(e), Nov. 15, 2021,
135 Stat. 1243, provided that: ‘“The Secretary of Agri-
culture, the Secretary of Education, and the Secretary
of Health and Human Services shall—

‘(1) not later than 60 days after the date of enact-
ment of this Act [Nov. 15, 2021], enter into a memo-
randum of understanding with the Universal Service
Administrative Company to provide for the expedi-
tious sharing of data through the National Verifier
(as that term is defined in section 54.400 of title 47,
Code of Federal Regulations, or any successor regula-
tion), or any successor system, for the purposes of
verifying consumer eligibility for the program estab-
lished under section 904 of division N of the Consoli-
dated Appropriations Act, 2021 (Public Law 116-260)
[47 U.S.C. 1752], as amended by this section; and

‘“(2) not later than 90 days after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, begin to share data under the
memorandum of understanding described in para-
graph (1) for the purposes described in that para-
graph.”’

§1753. Adoption of consumer broadband labels

(a) Final rule

Not later than 1 year after November 15, 2021,
the Commission shall promulgate regulations to
require the display of broadband consumer la-
bels, as described in the Public Notice of the
Commission issued on April 4, 2016 (DA 16-357),
to disclose to consumers information regarding
broadband internet access service plans.

(b) Introductory rate information

(1) In general

The broadband consumer label required
under subsection (a) shall also include infor-
mation regarding whether the offered price is
an introductory rate and, if so, the price the
consumer will be required to pay following the
introductory period.

(2) Use in broadband data collection

The Commission shall rely on the price in-
formation displayed on the broadband con-
sumer label required under subsection (a) for
any collection of data relating to the price and
subscription rates of each covered broadband
internet access service under section 60502(c).
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(c) Hearings

In issuing the final rule under subsection (a),
the Commission shall conduct a series of public
hearings to assess, at the time of the pro-
ceeding—

(1) how consumers evaluate broadband inter-
net access service plans; and

(2) whether disclosures to consumers of in-
formation regarding broadband internet access
service plans, including the disclosures re-
quired under section 8.1 of title 47, Code of

Federal Regulations, are available, effective,

and sufficient.

(Pub. L. 117-58, div. F, title V, §60504, Nov. 15,
2021, 135 Stat. 1244.)

Editorial Notes
REFERENCES IN TEXT

Section 60502(c), referred to in subsec. (b)(2), is sec-
tion 60502(c) of Pub. L. 117-58, which is set out as a note
under section 1752 of this title.

§1754. Digital discrimination
(a) Statement of policy

It is the policy of the United States that, inso-
far as technically and economically feasible—

(1) subscribers should benefit from equal ac-
cess to broadband internet access service with-
in the service area of a provider of such serv-
ice;

(2) the term ‘‘equal access’, for purposes of
this section, means the equal opportunity to
subscribe to an offered service that provides
comparable speeds, capacities, latency, and
other quality of service metrics in a given
area, for comparable terms and conditions;
and

(3) the Commission should take steps to en-
sure that all people of the United States ben-
efit from equal access to broadband internet
access service.
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(b) Adoption of rules

Not later than 2 years after November 15, 2021,
the Commission shall adopt final rules to facili-
tate equal access to broadband internet access
service, taking into account the issues of tech-
nical and economic feasibility presented by that
objective, including—

(1) preventing digital discrimination of ac-
cess based on income level, race, ethnicity,
color, religion, or national origin; and

(2) identifying necessary steps for the Com-
missions to take to eliminate discrimination
described in paragraph (1).

(c) Federal policies

The Commission and the Attorney General
shall ensure that Federal policies promote equal
access to robust broadband internet access serv-
ice by prohibiting deployment discrimination
based on—

(1) the income level of an area;

(2) the predominant race or ethnicity com-
position of an area; or

(3) other factors the Commission determines
to be relevant based on the findings in the
record developed from the rulemaking under

subsection (b).

(d) Model State and local policies

The Commission shall develop model policies
and best practices that can be adopted by States
and localities to ensure that broadband internet
access service providers do not engage in digital
discrimination.

(e) Complaints

The Commission shall revise its public com-
plaint process to accept complaints from con-
sumers or other members of the public that re-
late to digital discrimination.

(Pub. L. 117-568, div. F, title V, §60506, Nov. 15,
2021, 135 Stat. 1245.)
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