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TITLE 47—TELECOMMUNICATIONS

Chap. Sec. 

1. Telegraphs ............................................ 1
2. Submarine Cables ............................... 21
3. Radiotelegraphs [Repealed] ............. 51
4. Radio Act of 1927 [Repealed or 

Omitted] ............................................. 81
5. Wire or Radio Communication ........ 151
6. Communications Satellite System .. 701
7. Campaign Communications [Re-

pealed] ................................................ 801
8. National Telecommunications and 

Information Administration ......... 901
9. Interception of Digital and Other 

Communications .............................. 1001
10. Satellite Carrier Retransmission 

Eligibility [Reserved] ..................... 1101
11. Commercial Mobile Service Alerts 1201
12. Broadband ............................................ 1301
13. Public Safety Communications and 

Electromagnetic Spectrum Auc-
tions .................................................... 1401

14. Making Opportunities for 
Broadband Investment and Lim-
iting Excessive and Needless Ob-
stacles to Wireless ........................... 1501

15. Secure and Trusted Communica-
tions Networks ................................. 1601

16. Broadband Access ............................... 1701

CHAPTER 1—TELEGRAPHS 

Sec. 

1 to 8. Repealed or Omitted. 

9. Subsidized companies required to construct 

and operate lines. 

10. Equal facilities to connecting lines; discrimi-

nation in rates. 

11. Powers of Federal Communications Commis-

sion. 

12. Interference with liens of United States. 

13. Violations; punishment; action for damages. 

14. Contracts filed with Federal Communications 

Commission; reports; failure to make. 

15. Reservation of power to alter, amend, or re-

peal act; power to fix rates and purchase 

lines. 

16. Washington-Alaska Military Cable and Tele-

graph System; money transfers; portion of 

receipts withheld. 

17. Repealed. 

§§ 1 to 6. Repealed. July 16, 1947, ch. 256, § 1, 61 
Stat. 327

Section 1, R.S. § 5263, related to use of public domain. 

Section 2, R.S. § 5264, related to use of materials from 

public lands. 

Section 3, R.S. § 5266; acts June 19, 1934, ch. 652, § 601, 

48 Stat. 1101; Mar. 6, 1943, ch. 10, § 6, 57 Stat. 12, related 

to Government priority in transmission of messages. 

Section 4, R.S. § 5267; act June 19, 1934, ch. 652, § 601, 

48 Stat. 1101, related to purchase of lines. 

Section 5, R.S. § 5268; act June 19, 1934, ch. 652, § 601, 

48 Stat. 1101, related to acceptance of obligations to be 

filed. 

Section 6, R.S. § 5265; act June 19, 1934, ch. 652, § 601, 

48 Stat. 1101, provided that rights were not transfer-

able.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Act July 16, 1947, ch. 256, § 3, 61 Stat. 327, provided 

that: ‘‘This Act [repealing sections 1 to 6 and 8 of this 

title] shall take effect on the tenth day following the 

enactment date thereof [July 16, 1947].’’

AUTHORITY OF FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION; 

EFFECT OF REPEAL 

Act July 16, 1947, ch. 256, § 2, 61 Stat. 327, provided 

that: ‘‘Nothing in this Act [repealing sections 1 to 6 and 

8 of this title] shall limit the authority of the Federal 

Communications Commission under the provisions of 

the Communications Act of 1934, as amended [chapter 5 

of this title], to prescribe charges, classifications, regu-

lations, and practices, including priorities, applicable 

to Government communications.’’

§ 7. Omitted

Editorial Notes 

CODIFICATION 

Section, act June 23, 1879, ch. 35, § 1, 21 Stat. 31, was 

dependent upon and incorporated by reference in sec-

tions 1 to 6 and 8 of this title which were repealed by 

act July 16, 1947, ch. 256, § 1, 61 Stat. 327. 

§ 8. Repealed. July 16, 1947, ch. 256, § 1, 61 Stat. 
327

Section, R.S. § 5269; acts Feb. 27, 1877, ch. 69, § 1, 19 

Stat. 252; June 19, 1934, ch. 652, § 601, 48 Stat. 1101, re-

lated to refusal to transmit dispatches.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective on tenth day following July 16, 1947, 

see section 3 of act July 16, 1947, set out as a note under 

sections 1 to 6 of this title. 

AUTHORITY OF FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION; 

EFFECT OF REPEAL 

See provisions set out as a note under section 1 of 

this title. 

§ 9. Subsidized companies required to construct 
and operate lines 

All railroad and telegraph companies to which 
the United States has granted any subsidy in 
lands or bonds or loan of credit for the construc-
tion of either railroad or telegraph lines, which, 
by the acts incorporating them, or by any act 
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