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RADAR REFRESHER TRAINING

Pub. L. 115-282, title VIII, §829, Dec. 4, 2018, 132 Stat.
4314, provided that: ‘“Not later than 60 days after the
date of enactment of this Act [Dec. 4, 2018], the Sec-
retary of the department in which the Coast Guard is
operating shall prescribe a final rule eliminating the
requirement that a mariner actively using the mari-
ner’s credential complete an approved refresher or re-
certification course to maintain a radar observer en-
dorsement. This rulemaking shall be exempt from
chapters 5 and 6 of title 5, United States Code, and Ex-
ecutive Orders 12866 and 13563 [6 U.S.C. 601 notes].”’

MERCHANT MARINER CREDENTIAL EXPIRATION
HARMONIZATION

Pub. L. 114-120, title III, §304, Feb. 8, 2016, 130 Stat. 53,
provided that:

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in subsection
(c) and not later than 1 year after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act [Feb. 8, 2016], the Secretary of the de-
partment in which the Coast Guard is operating shall
establish a process to harmonize the expiration dates of
merchant mariner credentials, mariner medical certifi-
cates, and radar observer endorsements for individuals
applying to the Secretary for a new merchant mariner
credential or for renewal of an existing merchant mar-
iner credential.

““(b) REQUIREMENTS.—The Secretary shall ensure that
the process established under subsection (a)—

‘(1) does not require an individual to renew a mer-
chant mariner credential earlier than the date on
which the individual’s current credential expires; and

‘“(2) results in harmonization of expiration dates for
merchant mariner credentials, mariner medical cer-
tificates, and radar observer endorsements for all in-
dividuals by not later than 6 years after the date of
the enactment of this Act [Feb. 8, 2016].

‘‘(¢c) EXCEPTION.—The process established under sub-
section (a) does not apply to individuals—

‘(1) holding a merchant mariner credential with—

“(A) an active Standards of Training, Certifi-
cation, and Watchkeeping endorsement; or
““(B) Federal first-class pilot endorsement; or

‘“(2) who have been issued a time-restricted medical

certificate.”

CREDITING OF UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES SERVICE,
TRAINING, AND QUALIFICATIONS

Pub. L. 113-281, title III, §305(c), Dec. 18, 2014, 128
Stat. 3044, provided that:

‘(1) MAXIMIZING CREDITABILITY.—The Secretary of the
department in which the Coast Guard is operating, in
implementing United States merchant mariner license,
certification, and document laws and the International
Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and
Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, shall maximize the
extent to which United States Armed Forces service,
training, and qualifications are creditable toward
meeting the requirements of such laws and such Con-
vention.

“(2) NOTIFICATION.—Not later than 90 days after the
date of enactment of this Act [Dec. 18, 2014], the Sec-
retary shall notify the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure of the House of Representatives and
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate on the steps taken to implement
this subsection.”

MERCHANT MARINERS’ DOCUMENTS PILOT PROGRAM

Pub. L. 108-293, title VI, §611, Aug. 9, 2004, 118 Stat.
1058, provided that: ‘“The Secretary of the department
in which the Coast Guard is operating may conduct a
pilot program to demonstrate methods to improve
processes and procedures for issuing merchant mari-
ners’ documents.”

TERMINATION OF EXISTING LICENSES, CERTIFICATES,
AND DOCUMENTS; APPLICABILITY OF 1990 AMENDMENT

For provisions that a merchant mariner’s document
issued before Aug. 18, 1990, terminates on the day it
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would have expired if the amendment to this section by
section 4102(c) of Pub. L. 101-380 were in effect on date
it was issued and was renewed at the end of each 5-year
period under this section, see section 4102(d) of Pub. L.
101-380, set out as a note under section 7106 of this title.

DEFINITIONS

Pub. L. 117-263, div. K, title CXV, §11515, Dec. 23, 2022,
136 Stat. 4141, provided that:

“In this subtitle [subtitle B (§§115611-11515) of title
CXV of Pub. L. 117-263, enacting provisions set out as
notes under this section and section 7502 of this title]:

“) CREDENTIALED MARINER.—The term
‘credentialed mariner’ means an individual with a
merchant mariner credential.

‘(2) MERCHANT MARINER CREDENTIAL.—The term
‘merchant mariner credential’ has the meaning given
such term in section 7510(d) of title 46, United States
Code.

‘“(3) UNIFORMED SERVICES.—The term ‘uniformed
services’ has the meaning given the term ‘uniformed
services’ in section 2101 of title 5, United States
Code.”

§7303. Possession and description of merchant
mariners’ documents

A merchant mariner’s document shall be re-

tained by the individual to whom issued. The
document shall contain the signature, notations
of nationality, age, and physical description, the
photograph, and the home address of the indi-
vidual. In addition, the document shall specify
the rate or ratings in which the individual is
qualified to serve.
(Pub. L. 98-89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 542; Pub. L.
107295, title IV, §421, Nov. 25, 2002, 116 Stat. 2125;
Pub. L. 116-283, div. G, title LVXXXV [LXXXV],
§8505(b)(3), Jan. 1, 2021, 134 Stat. 4751.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code)

46:643(a)

Section 7303 requires seamen to retain their mer-
chant mariner’s documents. It also specifies the infor-
mation that is to be contained in the document.

Editorial Notes

AMENDMENTS

2021—Pub. L. 116-283 substituted
‘‘seaman’ wherever appearing.

2002—Pub. L. 107-295 struck out ‘‘the thumbprint,”
after ‘“‘photograph,”.

“individual” for

§7304. Citizenship notation on merchant mari-
ners’ documents

An individual applying for a merchant mari-
ner’s document shall provide satisfactory proof
that the individual is a citizen of the United
States before that notation is made on the docu-
ment.

(Pub. L. 98-89, Aug. 26, 1983, 97 Stat. 542.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised section Source section (U.S. Code)

46:643(b)

Section 7304 specifies, that before a merchant mari-
ner’s document is noted to specify that the individual
is a U.S. citizen, the individual must provide satisfac-
tory proof that he is a citizen. This does not impose a
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